GEOL 203:  Fall 2026 Course Schedule
	Week
	Day
	Date
	Lecture Topic
	Lab Topic (Monday)
	Due dates

	1
	Tues.
	9/1
	Intro to Course, Taphonomy (continued)
	What is a fossil?,
Taphonomy (part 1)
	

	
	Thurs.
	9/3
	Geologic Time, Solar System
	
	

	2
	Tues.
	9/8
	Biosignatures and Early Life (part 1)
	NO LAB (Labor Day)
	

	
	Thurs.
	9/10
	Biosignatures and Early Life (part 2)
	
	Lecture Report 1A – 
Q1-Solar System

	3
	Tues.
	9/15
	The Early Biosphere (part 1)
	Taphonomy (part 2)
	

	
	Thurs.
	9/17
	The Early Biosphere (part 2)
	
	

	4
	Tues.
	9/22
	The Early Biosphere (part 3)
	Microbialites
	Lecture Report 1A-
Q2-Early Life

	
	Thurs.
	9/24
	The Early Biosphere (part 4)
	
	Lab Report 1A-Q1,Q2

	5
	Tues.
	9/29
	The Rise of Animals (part 1)
	Neoproterozoic Life
	Lecture Report 1A –
Q3-Oxygenation
Q4-Snowball Earth

	
	Thurs.
	10/1
	The Rise of Animals (part 2)
	
	

	6
	Tues.
	10/6
	The Rise of Animals (part 3) and
The Paleozoic (part 1)
	Cambrian Fauna and Lagerstätten
	Lecture Report 1A – 
Q5-Rise of Animals

	
	Thurs.
	10/8
	The Paleozoic (part 2)
	
	Lecture Report 1B (all)
Lab Report 1A-Q3,Q4

	7
	Tues.
	10/13
	FALL BREAK
	

	
	Thurs.
	10/15
	
	

	8
	Tues.
	10/20
	The Paleozoic (part 3)
	NO LAB
	

	
	Thurs.
	10/22
	The Paleozoic (part 4)
	
	Lecture Report 2A – 
Q1-Paleozoic Tectonics

	9
	Tues.
	10/27
	The Paleozoic (part 5)
	Paleozoic Fauna Part 1 - Paleoecology
	

	
	Thurs.
	10/29
	The Paleozoic (part 6) and
The Mesozoic (Part 1)
	
	Lab Report 1B (all)

	10
	Tues.
	11/3
	The Mesozoic (part 2)
	Paleozoic Fauna Part 2 -Reefs
	Lecture Report 2A – 
Q2-Paleozoic Climate
Q3-Paleozoic Life

	
	Thurs.
	11/5
	The Mesozoic (part 3)
	
	Lab Report 2A-Q1,Q2

	11
	Tues.
	11/10
	The Mesozoic (part 4)
	Modern Fauna and the Mesozoic Marine Revolution
	

	
	Thurs.
	11/12
	Field Trip Prep
	
	Lecture Report 2A
Q4-Mesozoic Life 1
Q5-Mesozoic Life 2

	
	Sat.
	11/14
	FIELD TRIP
	

	12
	Tues.
	11/17
	Field Trip Reflection
	NO LAB
	

	
	Thurs.
	11/19
	The Mesozoic (part 5)
	
	Lab Report 2A-Q3,Q4

	13
	Tues.
	11/24
	The Mesozoic (part 6)
	Protists
	Lecture Report 2A – 
Q6-Mesozoic Climate
Q7-Mesozoic Tectonics

	
	Thurs.
	11/26
	THANKSGIVING
	
	

	14
	Tues.
	12/1
	The Paleogene
	Trace Fossils
	Lecture Report 2B (all)

	
	Thurs.
	12/3
	The Neogene
	
	Field Trip Report
Lecture Report 3A –
Q1-Paleogene Life, Climate

	15
	Tues.
	12/8
	The Pleistocene
	Petrography of Fossils
	Lecture Report 3A –
Q2-Neogene

	
	Thurs.
	12/10
	TBA
	
	Lecture Report 3A - 
Q3-Pleistocene

	
	Friday
	12/18
	End of exam period (12:30pm)
	
	Lecture Report 3B (all)
Lab Report 2B (all)




