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TIJV eavTov /cdfcrjv, aXXa n aXXo

eTTLxeip&v Tax av \7^oi/ Tfrj TrapaBolr) T&>

avTiBi/cq). teal Trepl raXXa Brj TOiavT arra ea-rlv

TO, T%vrj \ey6fjiva. ov yap, a> QaiBpe;
*AIAPO2. Tt prfv;
2HKPATH2. <&ev, Seiva)? 7* eoiicev dTrofcefcpvfji-

likvj)V T*xyr]v dvevpe.lv o Ticrias rj aXXo? oarts Sij

TTOT* &V wYXavei tfal oiroOev yalpe.1 ovQ^a^o^vo^.
D arap, w eralpe, rovra) ^/Zt9 Trorepov \eywfJLev

rj fir)

*AiAPO2. To TTOIOV;

58. snKPATHS. "On, w Tio-ia, irakai rj^el^,

irplv KOI <re irapeXOelv, iv^f^dvo^ev \eyovres, to?

dpa TOVTO TO etVo? rot9 TroXXot? St* ofjLoiorrjra rov

d\j)0ov<; Twyxavei eyyi<yv6fjLevov ra? Be ofioLorrjra^

dprc &iij\6ojjt,v OTI TfavTa^ov o Trjv d\r)0eiav
eiBax; fcd\\i<TTa eTricrraTai evpicrtceiv. WVT el

pev aXXo rt irepl Te^^? \6ywv \eyeis, d/covoi/jiev

dv el Be pr), ol? vvvBr) Bnj\0o/jiev rreio-ofjieOa, &>?

Idv
fJLT) Ti? TO)V T d/COVO'OfjLV(i)V Ttt? (f>VCTl<> Biapt,6~

E firjcrrjTai, /cat K.a"f eiBrj re BiaipelaOai TO, 6Wa /cal

fjna IBea Bvvarbs $ Kad* ev etcaGTOV Tcepi\afji^d-

vew, ov TTOT' ecrTat T%WA:O? \6<ya)v nrepi /ca& oeov
BvvaTOV dvOpwTTW. TavTa Be ov

JJHTJ
rroTe /fTij<rr)Tai

dvev TroXX^? Trpay/jMTeias' rjv ov% eve/fa TOV

\eyeiv /cat rrpt'iTTeiv Trpos dvdputTrovs Bel 8ta?ro-

velo~0ai TOV o~ci><f>pova, aXAa TOV Oeols Ke\apicriie.va

\vkv \eyeiv Bvvaa-flai, Ace^aptcr/iei/a)? Be Trpdrreiv
274 TO Tfdv et? Bvva/jLiv. ov jdp Brj dpa, w Ticria,

ol ffo<f)(t)Tpoi rjficov, o/jioBov\oL<; Bel /XapL-
TOV vovveovrat o TL

aXXa Beo-TroTais dyadols re /cal ef dyaO&v
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not acknowledge his cowardice, but will perhaps try
to invent some other lie, and thus give his oppo-
nent a chance to confute him. And in other cases

there are other similar rules of art. Is that not so,

Phaedrus ?

PHAEDRUS. Certainly.
SOCRATES. Oh, a wonderfully hidden art it seems

to be which Tisias has brought to light, or some
other, whoever he may be and whatever country he
is proud to call his own ! But, my friend, shall we
say in reply to this, or shall we not

PHAEDIIUS. What ?

SOCRATES. "
Tisias, some time ago, before you

came along, we were saying that this probability of

yours was accepted by the people because of its

likeness to truth ; and we just stated that he who
knows the truth is always best able to discover like-

nesses. And so, if you have anything else to say about
the art of speech, we will listen to you ;

but if not,
we will put our trust in what we said just now, that
unless a man take account of the characters of his

hearers and is able to divide things by classes and to

comprehend particulars under a general idea, he will

never attain the highest human perfection in the art of

speech. But this ability he will not gain without
much diligent toil, which a wise man ought not to

undergo for the sake of speaking and acting before

men, but that he may be able to speak and to do

everything, so far as possible, in a manner pleasing
to the gods. For those who are wiser than we,
^isias, say that a man of sense should surely practise
to please not his fellow slaves, except as a secondary
consideration, but his good and noble masters.

Therefore, if the path is long, be not astonished ;
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el fjLdKpa 17 7re/3ioSo9, /xt; flavfida-ys' aeyd\d)v yap
VXa 7TpUTOVt OV% O>9 <TV 6Wet9. <TTat /t7;i/,

tt>9 o \6yos <f>r)0iv, edv TI? edeKrj, KOI ravra
K(i\\i(Tra eg exeivcov yiyvopeva.

*AIAPO2. Ha/cd\(i)<; eoie So/cei

T
2fiKPATH2. 'AXXa /cal eTTL^apovvri rot rot?

B /ca\o69 Kakbv KOI Tracr^eti/ o Tt av TO) %vfifty
iradeiv.

*AiAP02. Kal p,d\a.
2nKPATH2. Ov/covv TO fiev Te%vrj<; re Kal dre-

%via<; \6ycov Trepi licav^ e%ra).
*AIAPO2. TL fJLr^v;

2HKPATH2. To 8* V7rp7TLa<J Srj ypcufrrjs 7Tpl
KOI dTrpeTreia?, Trfj yt,yv6fj,vov Ka\ws av

OTTTJ a7r/3e7T(W9, \OITTOV. r) yap;
*A1APO2. Ncu.
59. 2flKPATH2. OI&0' ovv far) ad\.LcrTa

\6ycov Trepi Trpdrrcov rj \eya)v;
*AIAPO2. OvSafjLws- av Be;

C 2nKPATH2. 'AKOIJV 7' e^a) \eyeiv TWJ/ Trporepcw,
TO S' tt\^^9 auTol foao-iv. el Be TOUTO evpoipev

/ * / > * >//) f /-y >

avroL, apa y av eu TJ/JUV fj,e\oi TI TO,V a
vcov Bo^aa-fJidrajv;

*AIAPO2. TeKoiov rjpov' aXX* a (^779 d

\eye.
2HKPATH2.

v
H/coi/o-a roivw Trepi NavKpanv

AlyvTTTOv yeveaQai TWV exel Tra\aia>v rivd dewv,
ov Kal TO opveov TO lepov, o Brj Ka\ovcnv Ifftv'

avTot Be ovoua TO> Baifj,ovi elvai ev6. TOVTOV Be

D Trp&Tov dpiQ[Ji6v Te Kal Xoyurpov evpelv Kal

yecofj^rpiav Kal d&Tpovopiav, IT* Be 7TTTta9 T
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for it must be trodden for great ends, not for those

you have in mind. Yet your ends also, as our

argument says, will be best gained in this way, if

one so desires."

PHAEDRUS. I think what you have said is admir-

able, if one could only do it.

SOCRATES. But it is noble to strive after noble

objects, no matter what happens to us.

PHAEDRUS. Certainly.
SOCRATES. We have, then, said enough about the

art of speaking and that which is no art.

PHAEDRUS. Assuredly.
SOCRATES. But we have still to speak of propriety

and impropriety in writing, how it should be done
and how it is improper, have we not ?

PHAEDRUS. Yes.

SOCRATES. Do you know how you can act or speak
about rhetoric so as to please God best ?

PHAEDRUS. Not at all ; do you ?

SOCRATES. I can tell something I have heard of
the ancients ; but whether it is true, they only know.
But if we ourselves should find it out, should we care

any longer for human opinions ?

PHAEDRUS. A ridiculous question ! But tell me
what you say you have heard.

SOCRATES. I heard, then, that at Naucratis, in

Egypt, was one of the ancient gods of that country,
the one whose sacred bird is called the ibis, and the
name of the god himself was Theuth. He it was
who invented numbers and arithmetic and geometry
and astronomy, also draughts and dice, and, most
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xal fcvfteias, real Brj KOI ypd/jLfiaTa' /3acrA,e<y9 5*

av Tore 6Wo9 AlyvrrTOv 0X779 auov rrepl rrjv

fj,eyd\7)v TroXiv TOV dvo) TOTTOV, fjv ol "JL\\rjve<;

Ka\ovait Kal TOV deov *A.fifjuova,

Trapa TOVTOV e\0a)v 6 ev6 ra?

fcal
e<firj

Betv BiaSoQfjvat TOIS a\\ois

6 Be

8e, o TI /eaXo)9 rj firj aXw? So/cot \lyeiv, TO

E fyeye, TO S* erryvei. 7ro\\a /J,ev Srj rrepl e/cd

\6jeTat aTTofyrivacrOai, a XOYO? TroXu? av

SieXQelv' eTreiSrj 7rl rot9 7pa/A/iacr/ r)V, TOVTO

Be, a> /?acriXeO, TO /jLa07j/j,a, e<f>rj
6 %ev

AlyvTTTiovs Kal /jLvrjfjLovitcwTepovs

re jap Kal (Tofylas fyappaicov rjvpeOrj. 6 S'

w Te'xyt/cMTaTe ev0, a\Xo9 /lev Tetcelv

TCL T?}9 T6^^9, aXXo9 & /Cpivai, TtV %l
y9Xay9779 TC /cal a><eXta9 Tot9 fjA\\ovct,

275 xpriaOcu- fcal vvv o~v, TTCLTTJP &v ypafMfiaTcov, Si*

evvoiav TOVvavTiov etTre? rj BvvaTai. TOVTO yap
fiaOovTcov \rj0r]v pev ev ^f%at9 rrape^ei

dfi\Trjcria, are Bia iritrriv ypacfrfjs

VTT* d\\OTi(0V TV7TO)V, OVK

aXX'OVKOVV

rjvpes. o~o<^ta9 Be rot9

is Bo^av, ov/c d\tf0iav Tropi^eis' TroXu^-
KOOI yap croi yevo^evoi dvev SiBaxfjs Tro\vyv<t)fjLOve<;

B elvai Bo^ovo'iv, dyvu>/jLOve<i w? eVl TO
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important of all, letters. Now the king of all Egypt
at that time was the god Thamus, who lived in the

great city of the upper region, which the Greeks call

the Egyptian Thebes, and they call the god himself
Ammon. To him came Theuth to show his inven-

tions, saying that they ought to be imparted to the
other Egyptians. But Thamus asked what use there

was in each, and as Theuth enumerated their uses,

expressed praise or blame, according as he approved
or disapproved. The story goes that Thamus said

many things to Theuth in praise or blame of the
various arts, which it would take too long to repeat ;

but when they came to the letters,
" This invention,

O king," said Theuth, "will make the Egyptians
wiser and will improve their memories ; for it is an
elixir of memory and wisdom that I have discovered."
But Thamus replied,

" Most ingenious Theuth, one
man has the ability to beget arts, but the ability to

judge of their usefulness or harmfulness to their users

belongs to another ; and now you, who are the father
of letters, have been led by your affection to ascribe
to them a power the opposite of that which they
really possess. For this invention will produce for-

getfulness in the minds of those who learn to use it,

because they will not practise their memory. Their
trust in writing, produced by external characters
which are no part of themselves, will discourage the
use of their own memory within them. You have
invented an elixir not of memory, but of reminding ;

and you offer your pupils the appearance of wisdom,
not true wisdom, for they will read many things
without instruction and will therefore seem to know
many things, when they are for the most part ignorant
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/cal %a\7rol vveivai, 8o^6crc<f)oi yeyovores dvrl

cro<j)ayv.

*AIAPO2. *fl %a)/cpares, pa$ia)$ crv Alyvirriovs
real OTToSaTTovs av #6X779 \6yov? TTOLels.

2nKPATH2. Ol 8e 7', w <f>i\, ev rat rov A*09 rov

jrpa>Tov<i yevevBai. TO?<? fj&v ovv Tore, are ovtc

obffi (70</>ot9 a>c77re/j vfiel^ oi veoi, airexp1! Spuo?
C fcal irerpas d/eoveiv VTT* vr)0ia<>, el JJLOVOV d\r)0fj

\eyoiv' <rol 8 tcrcos Bia<f)epei, rt? 6 \eya)V /cal

TroSaTro*;. ov yap e/eeivo povov tr/coTret?, efoe OUTW?
eire a\X,a>9 fyei;

*AIAPO5.
y

Op9a)<; e7r7r\7ja?, real fioi bo/cel irepl

ypafji/judrcDV %eiv yTrep 6 Ty^alo? \eyet.
60. snKPATHS. Ovtcovv o T6%vr)v olojjievos ev

Kara\iiTetv, /cal av 6 Tra/oaSc^o/Aei^o? w?
/cal ffeftaiov /c ypa^iJidrwv ecrofjuevov,

av evrjQelas ye/Aot /cal r<p OVTI TTJV

Ayu,/zct>i>09 fiavreiav dyvooi, TrXeoi/ n o/6/-tez/09

D dvai \6yovs yeypa/jL/jievovs rov rov clSora

VTro/Avrjcrai rrepl a)v av rj rd yeypap/jieva.
*AIAPO2. 'OpOorara.
5fiKPATH2. keivov ydp TTOV, w 3>ai8pet rovr*

e^ei ypatfrij, /cal a>9 d\r)0c0<; opoiov
/cal ydp rd e/ceLvrjs e/cyova earrj/ce fj,ev a>9

edv 8' dveprj ri, crefjLV&s rcdvv criya. ravrov 8e /cal

ol \6yor S6i;ai<: /JLCV av 0)9 rt <f>povovvra<; avrovs

\eyetv, edv Be ri eprj ratv \eyo/jvcov /3ov\6fjLevos

fiaOeiv, ev n crrjfjMivei povov ravrov del. orav Be

E arra% ypa<f>f), /ev\ivSeirai fiev 7ravra%ov rras \6yos
O/JLOLCOS Trapd TOt9 7ratovcriv, a>9 S* at/To>9 Trap
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and hard to get along with, since they are not wise,
but only appear wise."

PHAEDRUS. Socrates, you easily make up stories of

Egypt or any country you please.
SOCRATES. They used to say, my friend, that the

words of the oak in the holy place of Zeus at Dodona
were the first prophetic utterances. The people of

that time, not being so wise as you young folks, were
content in their simplicity to hear an oak or a rock,

provided only it spoke the truth ; but to you, perhaps,
it makes a difference who the speaker is and where
he comes from, for you do not consider only whether
his words are true or not.

PHAEDRUS. Your rebuke is just ; and I think the
Theban is right in what he says about letters.

SOCRATES. He who thinks, then, that he has left

behind him any art in writing, and he who receives it

in the belief that anything in writing will be clear

and certain, would be an utterly simple person, and
in truth ignorant of the prophecy of Ammon, if he
thinks written words are of any use except to remind
him who knows the matter about which they are

written.

PHAEDRUS. Very true.

SOCRATES. Writing, Phaedrus, has this strange

quality, and is very like painting ; for the creatures

of painting stand like living beings, but if one asks

them a question, they preserve a solemn silence.

And so it is with written words ; you might think

they spoke as if they had intelligence, but if you
question them, wishing to know about their sayings,

they always say only one and the same thing. And
every word, when once it is written, is bandied about,
alike among those who understand and those who
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7rpOO~1JKl, KOI OVK CTriffTaTai \eyeiV
Bel 76 xal fir)' 7r\77/A/eXouyUz>o9 Be Kal OVK ev

\oiBoprj0els TOV TtaTpos del BeiTat fior\Qov

jap OVT d/j,vvao-0ai OVTC /3oT)0rjo~ai Swaros avry.
*AIAPO2. Kal TOLura trot 6p66raTa eiprjrcu.

276 2HKPATH2. Tt 8'; a\\ov opwpev \6yov TOVTOV

yvijcriov, rw T/OOTTW re yiyvercu, Kal oaw
Kal $wara)?epos TOVTOV <f>v6Tai;

*AIAPO2. Tiva TOVTOV xal 7TW? Xey9 yiyvo-

fievov;

2HKPATH2.
AQ9 /-ICT* 7Ti(7T7;/A7;9 Jpd(f)

TOV fiavOdvovTos "^v^fj, BvvaTos fj,ev a/jivvai e

eiriaTrj/ACov Be \eyeiv TC xal avyav Trpbs 01)9 Bel.

*AIAPO2. TOV TOV /SoT09 \OJOV \yl<i (t)

Kal efj,\lrw%ov, ov 6 yeypa/jifjicvos eiBa)\ov av TI

\eyoiTo BiKaia)?.

B 61. 2HKPATH2. TlavTaTrao-i /JLCV ovv. To8e 877 /j,oi

CLTre' 6 vovv e'Xtov yewpyos, wv o-Trep^aTwv KijBoiTO

Kal eyKapTra POV\OITO yeveaOai, TroTepa o-7rovBf)

av 6epov<: els 'ABwviBos Krfrrov^ apStv ^aipoi
v Ka\ov<> cv f)/j,epaio-iv OKTO) yiyvopevovs, fj

&TJ 7rai8ta9 re Kal eopT^ X^Pl

ore Kal Troiol'
e<f> 0*9 Be o~TrovBaKe, TTJ

av Te^vrj, o"jrei,pa<; els TO Trpoo-Kov,
av ev oyBow fjurfvl oo~a eo~7reipev reXo9

\a/3ovTa;
4>AIAPO2. OVT(0 7TOV, W 2&>/C/?aT69, TO, flV

o-TTovBf), ra Be a>9 Tepu)S av, y \eyeis, iroiol.
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have no interest in it, and it knows no* to whom to

speak or not to speak ; when ill-treated or unjustly
reviled it always needs its father to help it; for it

has no power to protect or help itself.

PHAEDRUS. You are quite right about that, too.

SOCRATES. Now tell me ; is there not another kind
of speech, or word, which shows itself to be the

legitimate brother of this bastard one, both in the
manner of its begetting and in its better and more
powerful nature ?

PHAEDRUS. What is this word and how is it

begotten, as you say ?

SOCRATES. The word which is written with intel-

ligence in the mind of the learner, which is able to

defend itself and knows to whom it should speak,
and before whom to be silent.

PHAEDRUS. You mean the living and breathing
word of him who knows, of which the written word

may justly be called the image.
SOCRATES. Exactly. Now tell me this. Would a

sensible husbandman, who has seeds which he cares
for and which he wishes to bear fruit, plant them
with serious purpose in the heat of summer in some
garden of Adonis, and delight in seeing them appear
in beauty in eight days, or would he do that sort of

thing, when he did it at all, only in play and for

amusement ? Would he not, when he was in earnest,
follow the rules of husbandry, plant his seeds in

fitting ground, and be pleased when those which he
had sowed reached their perfection in the eighth
month ?

PHAEDRUS. Yes, Socrates, he would, as you say,
act in that way when in earnest and in the other way
only for amusement.
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2nKPATH2. Toi> e &LKai(i>v re fcal /ca\S)V /cal

dyad&v eVicrT^/ia? eypvra, rov yecopyov
vovv e'eiv et9 ra eavrov

*AIAPO2. "H/cicrrd ye.

2flKPATH2. OVK dpa (TTrov&f} avTa ev v&ari

(nreipow Sia ica\dfiov /jiera \oyo)v

fiev avrois Xoycp ftoyOelv, dBvvdrtov Be

rd\rjdrj Si&dai.

*AIAPO2. QvKOVV Brj TO 7* 6//CO?.

D 2nKPATH2. Ov ydp' d\\a TOU? fiev ev

a>9 OtK, TTflttSta? %dpiv (nrepel re real

,, orav ypd<f>r), eavra> re

07](Tavpi6(j,evo<;, els TO XrJ^9 yfjpas tdv

KOl TTdVrl T(p TCLVTOV t%VO9 /JieTlOVTl, r)(T01]O~Tai.

re ai>TOv<? Oewp&v <f>vo/Jivov<; a7raXou9* orav Be

a\\ot, TTcu&at? aXXat9 %/3wvrat, <rvinroaoi,<; re

apbovTes avrovs ere/oot9 re offa TOVTCOV

TOT AceZvo9, a>9 eot/cev, dvrl TOVTCW ol?
1

E *AIAPO2.

TraiBidv, a> %(t>repaT<;, TOV ev \oyois
, &iKaio<rvvT]<; re /cat aXXa)^ wv \eyeis Trepi

2HKPATH2. "EtfTt yap, w
TroXu S', ol/iat, /eaXXtoii/ crTrouSt) Trepl aura

yiyveTcu, OTCLV rt9 T 8ia\KTifcf} Te-)(yrj xpcbfievos,

\aj3obv ^Irv'yrjv Trpoo-ijtcovcrav, <f>vrevrj re /cal

(nreiprj peT 7TtcrT77/x7/9 \6yovs, OL eavrois T& re

277 (j>VTV(ravTi, /3o7)0eiv ircavol /cal ov-)(l d/capTroi

eyovres aTrep/JLa, o0ev aXXot ev oXXot9
1 ols BT. ol Schanz.
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SOCRATES. And shall we suppose that he who has

knowledge of the just and the good and beautiful

has less sense about his seeds than the husbandman ?

PHAEDRUS. By no means.

SOCRATES. Then he will not, when in earnest,
write them in ink, sowing them through a pen with

words which cannot defend themselves by argument
and cannot teach the truth effectually.

PHAEDRUS. No, at least, probably not.

SOCRATES. No. The gardens of letters he will, it

seems, plant for amusement, and will write, when he

writes, to treasure up reminders for himself, when he
comes to the forgetfulness of old age, and for others

who follow the same path, and he will be pleased
when he sees them putting forth tender leaves.

When others engage in other amusements, refreshing
themselves with banquets and kindred entertain-

ments, he will pass the time in such pleasures as I

have suggested.
PHAEDRUS. A noble pastime, Socrates, and a con-

trast to those base pleasures, the pastime of th^ man
who can find amusement in discourse, telling stories

about justice, and the other subjects of which you
speak.

SOCRATES. Yes, Phaedrus, so it is ; but, in my
opinion, serious discourse about them is far nobler,
when one employs the dialectic method and plants
and sows in a fitting soul intelligent words which are

able to help themselves and him who planted them,
which are not fruitless, but yield seed from which
there spring up in other minds other words capable
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<f)vo/jvoi TOUT* del dBdvarov irape^eiv ItcavoL, /cat
1

rov fyovra ev&ai/Jiovelv TTOIOVVTCS e/9 6<rov

dvdpcoTTO) bwarbv /iaXicrra.

*AIAPO2. IToXu yap roOr' eri /cd\\iov \eyets.

62. 2HKPATH2. Ni)i> 3 e/celva

tcpveiv, TOVTCOV

*AIAPO2. Ta Trola;

SflKPATHS. *riz> S^
B aifcbjieOa els roSe, OTTO)? TO Avcrlov re oveibos

/cal

avrovs roi)9 Xoyou? ot Ttyvrj /cal dvev

ypd(f>oii>TO. TO /j,ev ovv Gvre^vov teal prf $o/cei

*AIAPO2. "E8ofe 76
7TG>9.

2HKPATH2. Hplv dv Ti9 TO T6 d\r)0<} efcd(TT(i)V

rj Trepi wv \eyei rj rypdfyei, tear avro re irav

Oai bvvaTOS yevrjrai, bpLa-d^evb^ re

nan el&rj fte%/ot ToO drfi^rov repveiv
TC -rv^9 )vo~ea)9 &u$(*>v /card ravrd, TO

C TTpoaapfiOTTov cKaarrr) (frvcrei, e!8o9 dvevpicr/ccov,

OVTCD ridfj teal SiaKoajJif} TOP \6yov, iroiicL\r) p,ev

^v^f) Kal iravapjjLovtovs &iBovs \6yov9,

Be aTrXfj' ov Trporepov bvvarov TG%vp
tcaff ocrov Tretyvtce ^era^eipicrOrjvaL TO

, OUT6 Tl 7T/309 TO 8t8a^at OI/T6 Tl 7T/OO9

TO irelffai, a>9 o e/JLTrpovOev 7ra9 fjie/jujwicev rj

\O709.
1 Schanz omits
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of continuing the process for ever, and which make
their possessor happy, to the farthest possible limit
of human happiness.

PHAEDRUS. Yes, that is far nobler.

SOCRATES. And now, Phaedrus, since we have

agreed about these matters, we can decide the
others.

PHAEDRUS. What others ?

SOCRATES. Those which brought us to this point
through our desire to investigate them, for we wished
to examine into the reproach against Lysias as a

speech-writer,
1 and also to discuss the speeches them-

selves and see which were the products of art and
which were not. I think we have shown pretty
clearly what is and what is not a work of art.

PHAEDRUS. Yes, I thought so, too ; but please
recall to my mind what was said.

SOCRATES. A man must know the truth about all

the particular things of which he speaks or writes,
and must be able to define everything separately ;

then when he has denned them, he must know how
to divide them by classes until further division is

impossible ; and in the same way he must under-
stand the nature of the soul, must find out the class

of speech adapted to each nature, and must arrange
and adorn his discourse accordingly, offering to the

complex soul elaborate and harmonious discourses,
and simple talks to the simple soul. Until he has
attained to all this, he will not be able to speak by
the method of art, so far as speech can be controlled

by method, either for purposes of instruction or of

persuasion. This has been taught by our whole

preceding discussion.

1 See 257 0.
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*AIAPO2. HaVTaTTCMTl /JtV OVV TOVTO y OVTO)

7T&>9 <f)dvrj.

63. 2HKPATH2. Tt 6" av 'Trepl rov tca\ov f)

alcr^pov elvai TO \6<yovs \eyew re KOI ypdfaiv,
D KOI OTT7) yiyv6fj,evov cv BLKJ) Xe^otT* av ovei&o? rj

apa ov ^eBrj\a)Kv TCL

*AIAPO2. Ta Troia;

2nKPATH2. '1^9 1T AfflTta? r\ Tl<! aXXo? 7TC07TOT6

r\ ypdtyei i$la rj

Tro\iTitcbv ypd^xov KOI fieydXr^v nva
ev avrat ^e/BaLOTfjra rjyovpevos Kal cra<f>TJviav,
Ol/TO) fJLCV OV6tSo9 T$ ypd<j>OVTl,, IT T19 <f>rj(TlV *T

fjL^ TO yap ayvoelv virap Te fcal ovap bitcaiwv re

Kal a&ltcwv rrepi, KCU, Ka/cwv KOI dyaOcov ovtc e/c<bev-

E yei rfj d\rjOeia fir) OVK eTrovei&iO'rov elvat, ov&e av
6 ?ra9 0^X09 avro eTran/ecrrj.

*AIAPO2. Ov yap ovv.

2flKPATH2. 'O Be ye ev fiev rw yeypafifteva)

\6y(p Trepl eKaffrov TraiBidv re fjyovfievo*; 7ro\\r)v

dvayrcalov elvai, KOI ov&eva TreoTrore \6yov ev

fierpw ovo* avev fierpov fj,eyd\r}<> d^iov er7rou8^9

ypa<f)fjvai, ov&e \ey6fjvai a>9 ol pa^yoov/jievoL
avev dva/cpi(T(i)<i Kai 5^5a^9 TretOovs evetca e\e-

278 %^<rai/,
2 aXXa rq> ovri avr&v rot9 fie\rlo-rov<;

elBorfov VTrofivrjatv yeyovevat,, ev Se rol<; Si8a<r/co-

pevot? Kal [jLaQrjo-ews ya>piv \eyoaevow /cat T^>
ovri ypa<f>oiAvoi<i ev "^v^rj Trepl St/eata>i> re Kal
AcaXwv Kal dya0a>v /xovoi9 TO re evapyes elvat Kal
re\eov Kal a^iov (TTrovBrj^ 8eiv oe rov? roiovrovs

1
Schanz, following Schleiermacher, brackets v&povs

* Schanz brackets ow5e . . .
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PHAEDRUS. Yes, certainly, that is just about our

result.

SOCRATES. How about the question whether it is

a fine or a disgraceful thing to be a speaker or

writer and under what circumstances the profession

might properly be called a disgrace or not? Was
that made clear a little while ago when we said

PHAEDRUS. What ?

SOCRATES. That if Lysias or anyone else ever

wrote or ever shall write, in private, or in public as

lawgiver, a political document, and in writing it

believes that it possesses great certainty and clear-

ness, then it is a disgrace to the writer, whether

anyone says so, or not. For whether one be awake
or asleep, ignorance of right and wrong and good
and bad is in truth inevitably a disgrace, even if the
whole mob applaud it.

PHAEDRUS. That is true.

SOCRATES. But the man who thinks that in the
written word there is necessarily much that is

playful, and that no written discourse, whether in

metre or in prose, deserves to be treated very
seriously (and this applies also to the recitations of
the rhapsodes, delivered to sway people's minds,
without opportunity for questioning and teaching),
but that the best of them really serve only to remind
us of what we know ; and who thinks that only in

words about justice and beauty and goodness spoken
by teachers for the sake of instruction and really
written in a soul is clearness and perfection and
serious value, that such words should be considered
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avrov XeyecrQcu olov vieis f

yvr)o~iovs elvai,

rrpwrov fiev rbv ev avrq>, edv evpeOels evfj, erreira

B el rives rovrov eKyovoi re teal aSe\<f)ol a/xa ev

d\\aio~iv d\\o)v ^frv^als KCLT d%iav eve(f>vo~av

yalpe.iv ewv ovros 8e 6

avrjp KivSvvevei, <w ^atS/36, elvai olov e^yai re /cat
* / \\
CLV <T T KCLl

*AIAPO2. TlavTCLTraa-t /xei/ ovv 670)76

re Kal uoxa6 a
64. SflKPATHS. OVKOVV ij&r] Tr7raL<rd(i)

r]fjiiv ra irepl \&y<DV teal crv re 6\.@ct)v

Avcria, on, V(D KarafSdvTe els TO Nf/i</>w^ va^a re

C Kal fJLovo-iov rjKovaaiJLev Xoywv, O'L eVecrreXXoi'

Xeyeiv Avcria re Kal el n<; aXXo? avvrLOrjcn

\6yov<s, fcal
r

O/x7^?ft> xal et Ti? aXXo? av Troirfcrw

r)V rj ev to&fj crvvriOeiKe, rplrov Se SoXom /cal

0<JT/.? V TTOiTl/Cos jOl,$ VOfJLOVS OVOflWV CTVJ-

ypd/uLfiara eypa^rev el /j,ev etSa)? y TO d\rj@e<; e^ei

(rvveOrjKe ravra, Kal e^cov fto7)9eiv et9 e\ey^ov
Icov irepl a>v eypatye, Kal Xeya>v auro? Suj/aro? ra

ryeypafjifjieva <f>av\a arro&ell-at., ov n rwi^Se ITTCOVV-

D piav fyovra Set XeyeaOai rov roiovrov, aXX'
e'^)'

*AIAPO2. Ttz/a9 ovv ra9 eiruvvjLias avrw
To (j,ev o-o(f)6v, co 4>at3/3, Ka\elv

elvai BOKCL Kal Oew IJLOVW rrperrew rb

) cf)i\6crocf)ov r) roiovrov n /J,a\\6v re av avrq>
Kal

*AIAPO2. Kat ovSev ye drro rpoTrov.
2HKPATH2. OVKOVV av rbv fir] eyovra
v crvveOrjKev rj eypa^rev dvco Kara) arpe^cov ev
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