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Jorge Luis Borges was born in Buenos Aires in 1899 and was educated 

in Europe. One of the most widely acclaimed writers of our time, he 

published many collections of poems, essays, and short stories before 

his death in Geneva in June 1986 . In 1961 Borges shared the Interna­

tional Publishers' prize with Samuel Beckett. T he Ingram Merrill 

Foundation granted him its Annual Literary Award in 1966 for his 

"outstanding contribution to literature." In 1971 Columbia University 

awarded him the first of many degrees of Doctor of Letters, honoris 

causa (eventually the list included both Oxford and Cambridge), that 

he was to receive from the English-speaking world. In 1971 he also re­

ceived the fifth biennial Jerusalem Prize and in 1973 was given one of 

Mexico's most prestigious cultural awards, the Alfonso Reyes Prize. In 

1980 he shared with Gerardo Diego the Cervantes Prize, the Spanish 

world's highest literary accolade. Borges was Director of the Argentine 

National Library from 1955 until1973. 

Andrew Hurley is Professor of English at the University of Puerto Rico 

in San Juan, where he also teaches in the Translation Program. He has 

translated over two dozen book-length works of history, poetry, and 

fiction, including novels by Reinaldo Arenas, Ernesto Sabato, Fernando 

Arrabal, Gustavo Sainz, and Edgardo Rodriguez Julia and stories by 

Ana Lydia Vega, and many shorter works. 
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The Library is a sphere whose exact center is any hexagon and whose circum­
ference is unattainable. 
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gone in search of Him. For a hundred years, men beat every possible path­
and every path in vain. How was one to locate the idolized secret hexagon 
that sheltered Him? Someone proposed searching by regression: To locate 
book '
§first consult book +�¨which tells where book '§can be found; to lo­
cate book +�¨first consult book ,
¨and so on, to infinity . . . .  It is in ventures 
such as these that I have squandered and spent my years. I cannot think it 
unlikely that there is such a total book3 on some shelf in the universe. I pray 
to the unknown gods that some man-even a single man, tens of centuries 
ago-has perused and read that book. If the honor and wisdom and joy of 
such a reading are not to be my own, then let them be for others. Let heaven 
exist, though my own place be in hell. Let me be tortured and battered and 
annihilated, but let there be one instant, one creature, wherein thy enor­
mous Library may find its justification. 

Infidels claim that the rule in the Library is not "sense," but "non-sense," 
and that "rationality'' (even humble, pure coherence) is an almost miracu­
lous exception. They speak, I know, of "the feverish Library, whose random 
volumes constantly threaten to transmogrify into others, so that they affirm 
all things, deny all things, and confound and confuse all things, like some 
mad and hallucinating deity." Those words, which not only proclaim disor­
der but exemplify it as well, prove, as all can see, the infidels' deplorable taste 
and desperate ignorance. For while the Library contains all verbal structures, 
all the variations allowed by the twenty-five orthographic symbols, it in­
cludes not a single absolute piece of nonsense. It would be pointless to 
observe that the finest volume of all the many hexagons that I myself admin­
ister is titled Combed Thunder, while another is titled The Plaster Cramp, and 
another, Axaxaxas mlo. Those phrases, at first apparently incoherent, are 
undoubtedly susceptible to cryptographic or allegorical "reading"; that read­
ing, that justification of the words' order and existence, is itself verbal and, 
ex hypothesi, already contained somewhere in the Library. There is no com­
bination of characters one can make-dhcmrlchtdj, for example-that the 
divine Library has not foreseen and that in one or more of its secret tongues 
does not hide a terrible significance. There �Ûno syllable one can speak that is 
not filled with tenderness and terror, that is not, in one of those languages, 
the mighty name of a god. To speak �Ûto commit tautologies. This point-

�µĘ��
���ËŋIn �����ŋ���ŋ�ŋ����ŋ��ŋ�Ń��@ŋ��ŋ��ŋ�
������ŋ����ŋ��ŋ��ŋ�����ǃ.�"ʀo�ĕ�ŋ���ŋ
��
�������ŋis ��s
���iŋD��ŋexam
��¹ŋ��ŋ����ŋis ����ŋ�ŋ��är��ºŋ���
��ŋ�����ŋ)�ŋ��ŋ
��
��ŋ�����ŋ����ŋï��
��ŋ���ŋ����ŋ��ŋ
����ŋ����ŋ
�����Č���ŋ���ŋ������ŋ�����ŋ�ĳ
�ņ
�
��ŋ������
����ŋ��ŋ����ŋ��ŋ�ŋ�����r��%ŋ



118 J O R G E  L U I S  B O R G E S  

fCzz���Ct=pzC� CqYz}eC� 6etC6A�� C�Yz}z� Yn� pnC� pG�}WC� }WYt}���pe�lCz� pG�}WC� J�D�
=ppczWCf�Cz� Yn� pnC� pG� }WC� ?p�n}eCzz� WC�6Upnz
6z� ApCz� Y}z� tCQ}6}Ypn�� �'§
n�l=Ct� n pG� }WC� qpzzY=eC� e6nU�6UCz� Clqep��}WC� z6lC��p?6=�f6t�%� Yn� zplD�
pG�}WCl�� }WC� symbol �fY=t6t����qpzzCzzCz� }WC�?pttC?}�ACKY}Ypn��C�Ctf6z}YnU��
�=Ys�Y}p�z� z�z}Cl�pG�WC�6Upn6e�U6eeCtYCz&���WYeC� 6�eY=t6t��}WC�}WYnU
Yz�a 

fp6G�pG�=tC6A�pt�6�q�t6lYA�pt�zplC}WYnU�CezC��6nA�}WC�zY���ptAz�}W6}�AEJnD�
Y}�}WClzCe�Cz�W6�C�p}WCt�ACJnY}Ypnz��5p���Wp�tC6A�lC
6tC��p��?Ct}6Yn��p��
�nACtz}6nA�l��f6nU�6UC(��

0C}WpAY?6f� ?plqpzY}Ypn� AYz}t6?}z� lC� Npl� }WC� qtCzCn}� ?pnAY}Ypn� pG�
W�l6nY}���3WC�?Ct}6Yn}��}W6}�C�Ct�}WYnU�W6z�6etC6A��=CCn��tY}}Cn�6nn�ez��z��
pt�tCnACtz��z�qW6n}6zl6e��.�cnp��AYz}tY?}z�Yn��WY?W�}WC��p�nU�qCpqeC�qtpz�
}t6}C�}WClzCf�Cz�=CGptC�=ppcz�7nA�g\cC�z6�6UCz�cYzz�}WCYt�q6UCz��}Wp�UW�}WC��
?6nnp}� tC6A�6�eC}}Ct��+qYAClY?z��WCtC}Y?6e�AYz?ptAz��qYfUtYl6UCz�}W6}�YnC�Y}6�
=e��ACUCnCt6}C� Yn}p� =tYU6nA6UC�W6�C�AC?Yl6}CA� }WC� qpq�e6}Ypn�� .�=CfYC�C� 0¨
lCn}YpnCA�}WC�z�Y?YACz���WY?W�6tC�lptC�6nA�lptC�NCs�Cn}�C�Ct���C6t��0¨6l�
qCtW6qz�lYzeCA�=��pfA�6UC�6nA�GC6t��=�}�.�z�zqC?}�}W6}�}WC�W�l6n�zqC?YCz�
}WC� only zqC?YCz
}CC}Ctz� 6}� }WC��CtUC�pG�C�}Yn?}Ypn���C}� }W6}� }WC� /Y=t6v��
CneYUW}CnCA�� zpfY}6v��� YnJnY}C�� qCtGC?}e�� �nlp�YnU�� 6tlCA� �Y}W� qtC?Yp�z�
�pe�lCz��qpYn}eCzz��Yn?ptt�q}Y=eC��6nA�zC?tC}��Yk�CnA�tC��

.�W6�C�b�z}��tY}}Cn�}WC��ptA��YnJnY}C���.�W6�C�np}�Yn?f�ACA�}W6}�6AbC?}Y�C�
p�}� pG�lCtC� tWC}ptY?6e� W6=Y}'� 0¨WCtC=�� z}6}C� }W6}� Y}� Yz� np}� YgepUY?6f� }p� }WZnc�
}W6}� }WC��pteA� Yz� YnJnY}C�� 3WpzC��Wp�=CfYC�C� Y}� }p� W6�C� fYlY}z� W�qp}WCzY�C�
}W6}� Yn� zplC�tClp}C�qe6?C�pt�qf6?Cz� }WC� ?pttYAptz�6nA�z}6Yt?6zCz�6nA�WC�6�
Upnz�l6��� Yn?pn?CY�6=e���CnA
�WY?W� Yz� 6=z�tA��*nA��C}�}WpzC��Wp�qY?}�tC�
}WC��pteA� 6z� �neYlY}CA� GptUC}� }W6}� }WC� n�l=Ct� pG�qpzzY=eC�=ppcz� Yz� not. 0¨
will =C�=peA�Cnp�UW�}p�z�UUCz}�}WYz�zpe�}Ypn�}p�}WC�6n?YCn}�qtp=fCl#�The Li­
brary is unlimited but periodic. .G�6n� C}Ctn6e�}t6�CfCt�zWp�eA�bp�tnC��Yn� 6n��
AYtC?}Ypn��WC��p�A� JnA� 6PCt� �n}peA� ?Cn}�tYCz� }W6}� }WC� z6lC��pf�lCz� 6tC�
tCqC6}CA�Yn�}WC�z6lC�AYzptACt
�WY?W��tCqC6}CA��=C?plCz�ptACt#�}WC�2tACt��
0��zpeY}�AC�Yz�?WCCtCA�=��}W6}�CfCU6n}�WpqC� �

Mar del Plata, 1941 

�0V�c¡cC¦#s�LV¡¦SV¦:�sVS�¦bC�¦�O�V��VS¦�bC�¦�bV¦�C��¦0cO�C��¦d�¦ ��c~�rV��!¦���dP�r�¦
��VCpc~_�¦GH¦�bC�¦d�¦�V��d�VS¦c�¦�ʀ����
�ʀ0E
����ʀ�[¦�bV¦P�}�~¦�c¡V�¦��c~�VS¦d~¦~d~V� ��¦
�V~���c~�¦��V�¦�bC�¦���sS¦P�~�c��¦�[¦C~¦c~\~c�V¦~�OV�¦�[¦c~\~d�Vs�¦�bd~¦�C_V��¦ 	-~¦
�bV¦ VLs�¦ �V�V~�VV~�b¦ PV~�����¦ 'C�CrdV�d¦ ��C�VS¦ �bC�¦ V�V��¦ ��scS¦ O�S�¦ c�¦ �bV¦ ���V�¥
���c�d�~¦�[¦J¦c~\~c�V¦~�{OV�¦�[¦�rJV��
¦;�c~_¦�bC�¦�lV~¦0�
������ʀ���rS¦~��¦OV¦
VM��¦VCPb¦C��C�V~�¦�C_V¦���sS¦��V~¦d~��¦��bV�¦�c{crC�¦�C_V�!¦�bV¦d~P�~PVc�COrV¦{dS¥
SsV¦�C_V¦���S¦bC�V¦~�¦�OCPp��¦


