EDUCH275: Emergent Multilinguals in US Schools
Fall 2026
Assignment: Linguistic Autobiography
Due Date: September 25th by 11:59 pm 
Parameters: Varied Depending on Modality; 1-2 page process reflection

Description:
PART 1:  In the first assignment, you will draw on your own educational experiences as data to investigate how individuals' experiences with language affect their current beliefs and/or behaviors. To do so, you will choose to a modality (e.g., text, collage, video, etc.) or modalities to share your reflections around the following questions:
1. What role does language play in your life? 
2. How has language affected your experience in school?

Other Questions for Consideration (n.b. These are prompts for reflection. Not all of these questions need to be addressed in your final product)

· Is your language something that you think about daily?
· When did you first become aware that not everyone spoke the same language as you and/or your family? 
· When did you first become aware that even people who supposedly spoke the same language sometimes said things differently?
· When did you first become aware that people judge certain linguistic expressions as "correct" or "incorrect"?
· Do you remember particular comments or instances where your language, either spoken or written, was commented on? What was said about your language?
· How do you think your language use influenced your experience in school including with school stakeholders (e.g., peers, teachers, administrators, coaches)?

PART 2:  After completing your linguistic autobiography, you will prepare a 1-2 written page process reflection that addresses the following:

1. Why did you select your given modality? What are the affordances of this modality when considering this assignment? What are the limitations?
2. How would you describe your experience completing this assignment?  
3. What emotions, if any, were elicited as you worked through this assignment?
4. What is your favorite part of your work? Why?

Evaluation Criteria:
Fidelity to Assignment Guidelines- Does your linguistic autobiography respond appropriately to the parameters of the assignment?  Does your process reflection address the given prompts?
Evidence of Reflexivity- Is it evident from your work that you have spent meaningful time and effort reflecting upon the role of language in your life and educational experiences as well as your process?
Evidence of Thoughtful Organization/Presentation- Do your choices as author/architect/maker (e.g. diction, color-story, selection of images, idea progression) enhance your audience’s experience of your composition?
Clarity of Communication- In both Part 1 and Part 2, are your ideas communicated in a way that someone other than you can understand? 
