EDUC 266: Geographies of School and Learning
Spring 2026

Assignment: Final Portfolio
Due Date: May 9h by 5 pm for Seniors; May 12th by 12:30 pm for all others
Description: This portfolio will be an opportunity to reflect upon and represent your learning over the course of the semester. It consists of an introduction, conclusion, reference list and five artifact/reflections pairs as described below: 

Introduction: In 250-500 words, return to the 6-word story exercise from session one and reflect upon how your thoughts about urban education have changed, if at all, since the beginning of the semester. What do you mean now when you say urban and what informs this conceptualization?

Artifact #1:  Select either written or multimodal positionality statement– whichever you feel best represents you
Reflection #1: In 250- 500 words, describe what it was like to create this piece and what you learned from it. In your reflection, attend to the affordances and limitations of the modality that you selected (e.g. if you selected the written autobiography, what is it about writing that allowed you to more fully capture the aspects of your identity relevant to your study of urban education). 

Artifact #2:  Select Street Data Activity #1, #2, or #3
Reflection #2: In 250-500 words, describe how this activity (along with the other Street Data activities) helped you better understand your placement site and the people there.  What has it allowed you to see about your placement that was perhaps not visible through satellite or map data?

Artifact #3: Artifact from reading/class discussion/discussion board (e.g., notes on a reading, a thread from the discussion board, etc.) related to the central frames of the course: belonging, mattering and solidarity; critical race theory; street data; critical geography
Reflection #3: In 250-500 words, describe why this selection stands out as an important moment in your experience in the course and how this theme has impacted the way that you understand urban education. 

Artifact #4: Individual Inquiry Project Final Version with Explanatory Text/Audio/Video
Reflection #4:In 250-500 words, describe what you gained from engaging in this inquiry project, what you changed, if anything, after sharing this work with your peers, and what questions still remain for you regarding your topic and its relevance to urban education.

Artifact #5: Choose Your Own Artifact That Represents Your Learning in the Course (e.g., one of the visualizations created in class, your participation self-assessment, class notes, etc.)
Reflection #5: In 250-500 words, describe why this selection stands out as an important moment in your own understanding of urban education.

Conclusion: In 250-500 words, describe what you are taking forward from this course and how your work over the course of the semester will inform what you think/study/do/explore/etc. moving forward. What questions still linger for you? What topics do you hope to continue to examine? 

Reference List: Should include all cited sources in known citation format

Evaluation Criteria:
 
1. Engagement: To what degree does your portfolio provide evidence of sincere attempts to represent your learning over the course of the semester through the selection of artifacts as well as through the depth of your reflections?
2. Thoughtful Connections: To what degree is there evidence of meaningful attempts to draw connections between the artifacts and course content? Specifically, how, if at all, are you making explicit linkages between your own reflections and course texts?
3. Clarity of Writing/Communication: To what degree is your work legible to others besides yourself?
4. Fidelity to Assignment Guidelines: To what degree did you abide by the parameters of the assignment?





