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In 1641, England experienced a culture shock—an explosion of small cheap
books and broadsides reporting, commenting upon, and manipulating public
events. That pamphlet culture waxed and waned until the Restoration, by
turns more and less seductive. But it always remained a cultural presence,
providing the greatest common denominator of public experience. Splitting
the difference between high and low culture, pamphlets became the mid-
dlebrow point of contact of public life.1 Peer and apprentice inhabited different
material and mental worlds. So did conformist and sectarian, royalist and
radical. Ostensibly defining their disagreements and differences, the pamphlet
culture paradoxically brought the disparate voices together. In the Restoration,
the press that royalists had learned to manipulate as well as the radicals ever
had was put under greater control; but when the political thermometer soared
in the later 16705 (and when the licensing act expired in 1679), the pamphlet
reappeared as naturally as if it had never missed a step.

It may have been reflexive, but it was not un-self-conscious. From the
earliest days of the pamphlet explosion, two vectors rugged on the pamphlet
culture—"news" and "history." There is no mistaking that news drove the
pamphlet explosion. Whatever their subgenre—"separates" of parliamentary
speeches, copies of petitions, breathless reports of war news, the weekly news-
books that began to appear in late 1641, or commentaries or satires upon public
affairs—the little books of a sheet or less, usually costing id., were the core of
the pamphlet culture. Weightier productions—the more learned tracts, trea-
tises, and politically inspired sermons—consumed the little pamphlets as their
daily bread, or better, their baguettes, fresh, cheap, and undemanding. By
mid-i642 they often came day-dated as a sign of their newness. But like ba-
guettes, news stales quickly. As one day's tracts were postdated by the next and
the next, their marketability declined to the vanishing point. Those sold lost
their value as news. The fate of nearly all of those penny texts—in runs charac-
teristically of about 1,000 or 1,250 copies—was to be recycled. The commonest
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remark about the subsequent use of quarto pages is too obvious to bear further
comment. Less crudely, one reader compared tracts to "pinns and needles," the
archetypal throwaway objects of the age. But he also lamented that fate, wish-
ing that someone would collect these books before they perished.2

He was not alone. As tracts ceased to be news, they became history; or,
rather, some people perceived them immediately as incipient history and so to
be collected. Thus the collection motto chosen by the greatest seventeenth-
century pamphlet collector, George Thomason: "Actions -f may be presidents
to posteritie, ought to haue their records, 8c merit a carefull preseruation."3 So
too the London turner Nehemiah Wallington made a personal collection of
godly petitions to Parliament because they testified to the Lord's hand in the
stirring events of late i64i.4 Such sentiments speak not only to the primacy of
public affairs in contemporaries' sense of their era s significance; they also speak
to the centrality of narrative. What turned one moment into history was the
succeeding moment; one needed to collect the record of the story.

Publishers saw opportunity in the nexus of news and history. Ephemera
could be gathered and reprinted, providing documentary histories of recent
events. William Cooke's Speeches and Passages of parliamentary proceedings
and Edward Husbands's two compilations of the declarations (An Exact Collec-
tion) exchanged between king and Parliament before were early examples of
the genre. Cooke's compilation, Joad Raymond has shown, provided a spine
for substantial stretches of John Rushworth's Historical Collections, and Hus-
bands's first volume became almost scripture to the Leveller leader John Lil-
burne.5 The New Model Army's declarations in 1647 were similarly gathered.
An episcopal partisan in 1642 collected and published petitions designed to
counter those so cherished by Nehemiah Wallington. Royalists later collected
the scaffold speeches of their martyrs, and also published a collection of "mod-
erate" declarations in favor of a Stuart restoration.6

These collections were one front of the contemporary war on ephemer-
ality. The focus of this essay, however, is what can be gleaned of the efforts of
individuals to gather and so preserve the record of their times as it first ap-
peared in the press. Every tract existing today, it seems too obvious to state, has
had a continuous existence since its publication. As Peter Blayney has sagely
observed, while the odds of survival of any individual copy of a book are quite
long, the chance that none at all will survive is small. What preserves individual
copies of otherwise unremarkable items is that someone has seen fit to collect
them.7 Newsbooks are a most telling example. Late seventeenth-century auc-
tion catalogues, when they do list newsbooks, list them in sorted groups (usu-
ally by title), often consecutive runs. Leading surviving collections intact from
the seventeenth century tell a similar tale. Thomason, with his omnivorous
habits and date-focused organization collected titles systematically. Sir Wil-
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liam Clarke, like most others, sorted his newsbooks by title, with complete or
nearly complete runs within; Anthony Wood did the like, although he also
relied on the collecting of others. The first earl of Bridgewater, who acquired
newsbooks actively in 1647, °Perated more like Thomason in sorting his news-
books, grouping them chronologically. But the point remains: it is all but
impossible to see how the serial runs or date-related groupings could have been
assembled, if not contemporaneously with publication. The converse is also
apparently true. One short-run serial publication collected by Thomason, The
Grand Politique Informer, was bound in a volume subsequently lost.8 No other
copies are known to have survived. The same point is attested by the vast
holdings of the Folger Shakespeare Library. For all their richness, there are
astonishingly few newsbooks of the civil war period. Apparently no newsbook
runs were ever acquired, and as a consequence the few newsbooks that are in
the collection seem to be strays, not unlike the odd copy of Time or Life to be
found in a bargain box of books at rummage sale.

We can see how contemporaries collected the little books in several ways. The
most direct is to examine the great surviving collections formed at the time of
issue and preserved as their compilers arranged them, notably Thomason's in
the British Library and Sir William Clarke's in Worcester College, Oxford.
Other collections can also yield important insights. Anthony Wood's pam-
phlets in the Bodley were formed partly after the fact, but are nonetheless
interesting for his ways of categorizing and organizing. While the vast collec-
tion of the earls of Bridgewater (now in the Huntington Library) has been
rearranged, informative traces of the original organization persist.

Other evidence is provided by the book auction and other sale catalogues
of the seventeenth century. First attempted in England in 1676 with the sale of
the library of the divine and bibliophile Lazarus Seaman, by the i68os auctions
of private libraries had become accepted and fairly common.9 While substan-
tial learned works bulked largest in auction sale catalogues, from the Seaman
sale onward, pamphlets, newsbooks, and contemporary tracts were also to be
found, sometimes in considerable quantities. Then as now, auctioneers some-
times obtruded lots from other sources into these catalogues, so that it is risky
to conclude tout court that the lots of pamphlets actually belonged to the
featured former owner. But, obviously, this was not universally the case, and in
any event these lots had to have been gathered from somewhere, so that these
catalogues do provide a glimpse of the place of the id.-6d. little books in the
libraries of the learned, rich, and powerful.

Better to understand that place, we need to see how catalogues were
compiled. English auction catalogues followed the pattern of general sales
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catalogues. Books were sorted by format, language, and subject, though the
order of the sortings differed. For example, the primary sort might be by
format—folio, quarto, or octavo. Within each format books would then be
arranged by language or by subject. Topically, theology or divinity had pride of
place, followed by others according to the collection's contents and the cata-
loguer's judgment. While there might be a miscellaneous heading, "history"
and "philology" (frequently loosened by an "etc.") often served as nontheologi-
cal catchalls. Alternatively, the primary sorting could be by subject or by lan-
guage, with format becoming a subcategory. Within the categories individual
titles were listed, sometimes with place and date of publication. Though a
composite volume of several items might be listed, the usual pattern was one
entry for one work.

The more substantial works having to do with public affairs found a home
within this scheme. But the little pamphlets were not easily accommodated.
There was, first, the sheer bulk of their numbers. Listing each title individually
would have been as commercially pointless as it was tedious. Auction cata-
logues, of course, were not intended as memorials for the ages, but onetime
listings with an eye to profit; few catalogues attempted complete descriptions
of the pamphlets they offered for sale.10 The overwhelming nature of the task
can be glimpsed from the failure of the auctioneers of John Rushworth's very
large pamphlet collection ever to make good on promises to describe it.11

Another auction list stated that "besides the Books expressed in the Catalogue,
there are to be sold at the said place, a Great Number of Stitcht Books or
Pamphlets, together with about an Hundred Volumes of Curious Tracts bound
together."12 Usually, even when lots were identified, only sketchy information
was provided about lot contents.

No less to the point, both because of their variety and their nature, the
little books were difficult to accommodate into the scheme that had served to
pigeonhole the books of the learned world. In instances where separate items
had been bound together, a solution was offered by volumization, especially if
the volume was thematic, generic (e.g., fast sermons), or chronological in
constitution. But more often than not pamphlets were not bound together.
They were offered for sale in "bundles" of "stitch't" or "stitched" pamphlets-
groupings of separate pamphlets of one or a few sheets, with the cut pages of
each title held together by nothing more than a knotted thread. These bundles,
whether assembled by the owner or the auctioneer, are usually the most de-
tailed breakdown of the tracts. Revealingly, they increasingly came to be cate-
gory of their own—not another category's afterthought but a species in their
own right. No less revealingly, they usually appear at the rear of the catalogues,
an index of their lower standing.
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The same uneasy attitude toward pamphlets can be seen in the ways in
which pamphlets crept through the back door into the holdings of the Bodley.
On the one hand, they were deemed inappropriate to a learned library, a factor
that weighed heavily against the attempts later to acquire the Thomason col-
lection. On the other hand, exuberance and engagement occasionally trumped
learned prejudice. In 1646 John Milton, scanting the efforts of his left hand as
he might, thought well enough of them to donate his prose works as well as his
1645 Poems to the Bodley. A bit earlier, in 1645,tne Bodley made at least two
purchases of pamphlets, even in its then extremely straitened circumstances.
Eight "bundles of pamphlets... conteyninge the occurances of the times" were
purchased in 1645-46 for £i 128. The language suggests newsbooks or separates
of news; at the going rate of id. per sheet the sum would have purchased 384
single sheets (or quarto pamphlets of eight pages), perhaps a little less because
of carriage. Also, in June 1645,tne Bodley purchased about two dozen signifi-
cant tracts for £2 i6s. id., with Prynne, John Goodwin, Henry Parker, Henry
Burton, and John Milton among those represented.13 But with the provision
that the Company of Stationers send on to the universities one copy of each
publication in almost total abeyance, the overwhelming bulk of the Bodley's
vast holdings of civil war pamphlets and newsbooks came later, most notably
through the bequest of Anthony Wood (which Wood originally made to the
Ashmolean Museum, with the Bodley only receiving them in 1860), and, more
recently, the Fairfax deposit, which was partly withdrawn in 1993.

Despite the prejudice against them and the bibliographical and descrip-
tive complexities involved in selling them, pamphlets figured largely in the
auction sales of private libraries. The evidence provided by the auction cata-
logues is at once frustratingly vague in particulars and overwhelming in the
aggregate. It is never possible to give a precise count of the pamphlets available
even as it is impossible to ignore the bulk of them. There was a fair sprinkling
of 16405 pamphlets in the Lazarus Seaman sale, distributed amongst "Phi-
lologie, &c. in English." Another early sale, of the library of Thomas Manton,
contained freestanding items of polemical divinity of the 16405 and 16505
within the category of "Divinity in English" as well as seventy bound volumes
of pamphlets (primarily from the 16405 and 16505), and some thirty-seven
"Bundles," mostly from 1641-60 and i66os and 16705.14 Benjamin Worsley's
books yielded thirty-six volumes of fairly miscellaneous bound volumes, as
well as 105 "Bundles," including those devoted to public papers, public ser-
mons, William Prynne (seventeen of his own tracts and one devoted to replies
to him).15 Gabriel Sangar's and Lord Brooke's libraries offered thirty-eight
bundles of "Tracts Sermons and Pamphlets" including a good number of
newsbooks, as well as numerous similar items mixed in with the denominated
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categories.16 An omnibus sale of the libraries of several divines in 1680 yielded
large collections of civil war polemical divinity, a set of Engagement tracts, and
runs of leading newsbooks.17

These examples are in the middle range of pamphlet collections by size.
More remarkable was Dr. Richard Smith's library, which may have contained
as many 1641-60 tracts as Sir William Clarke's library, including perhaps
i,800 newsbooks.18 Bishop Brian Walton's library contained eighty-two thick-
looking bound volumes (perhaps 2,000-3,000 items) heavily concentrated in
1641 to 1653, and sixteen "bundles" with a balancing thrust for the 16505 and
i66os.19 The collection of Arthur, Lord Anglesey, sold in 1686, was composed
in part of libraries he purchased whole, including a "vast Collection of Pam-
phlets of all sorts, containing all the remarkable Ones relating to Government, &c."
"All" was too strong, of course, but the 118 bound volumes in octavo and folio
show signs of careful arrangement, including a volume of 36 items for 1647,
another for ship-money. Most items were from 1640 to 1660. The "bundles"
held even more: n in folio, 162 in quarto; 16 in octavo, ranging across the
century, and including hundreds of newsbooks.20 An anonymous citizen of
London's library, sold at auction on 12 March 1687/8, included amongst many
other holdings of pamphlets a remarkable single lot, a ten-volume "Collection
of Letters, Speeches, Remonstrances, Declarations, Orders, Ordinances, Di-
urnal Proceedings, Occurrences, Depositions and Articles, Votes, Messages,
all relating to English, Scottish, and Irish Affairs in the time of the late Civil
war, &c."21

No collection dispersal by auction was greater than the mountain of tracts
heaped up by a London bookseller, William Miller. It was twice offered for sale
after Miller's death in i695,22 first "by Retail, or otherwise" in The Famous
Collection Of Papers and Pamphlets of all Sortsy from the Year 1600. down to this
Day, commonly known by the Name of William Millers Collection^ Since most
items remained unsold, the catalogue was reworked as an auction catalogue, A
Curious Collection of Books and Pamphlets: Being the Stock of Mr. William Miller,
which announced that the sale would continue "until the Number of 1500
Bundles are Sold off."24

Miller, the son of a London printer active in the days of the first civil war,
indicated his special field in an advertisement he placed in an auction catalogue
of 1684: "All gentlemen, etc. may be furnished with most sorts of Acts of
Parliament, as also the King's, and Chancellor's and Speaker's Speeches, with
other Speeches, Declarations, Proclamations, Commissions, Orders, Ordi-
nances, Remonstrances, Votes of Parliament, Letters, Articles of War and
Peace, Of Religion, viz., Visitations Articles etc., with Books of Divinity, viz.,
of Church Government, Sermons on most Occasions, with Variety of School
Books, History, Husbandry, Arts and Sciences, Poetry, Plays, Collections of
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Gazettes, and all sorts of other News."25 At some point Miller's business be-
came an obsession; it was said that Miller "had the largest collection of stitched
books of any man in the world."26 The collection, first described in the Famous
Collection through the efforts of Charles Tooker, consisted of both bound
volumes and stitched bundles. The "Hundreds" of bound volumes were not
listed, though they were on view at Mrs. Miller's.27 The unbound bundles
covered many fields, and were in Latin and the principal languages as well as
English. Overwhelmingly, though, they were concerned with public affairs,
even those in French. There were 240 folio entries, including seven bundles of
state acts from 1648 to 1659, a bundle devoted solely to Titus Gates and another
to last speeches of those sentenced to die for their parts in the popish and
"presbyterian" plots, sixteen alphabetically sorted bundles of miscellaneous
tracts of the time of Charles II, sets of gazettes and other newsbooks. The
quartos comprised 1,123 entries. Only the first forty-one bundles were in Latin.
Bundles 42-509, broadly categorized as "Divinity English," focused upon the
public issues of the day. For example, bundles 60-71 were court sermons, while
lots 62-97 held parliamentary sermons of 1640 to 1660 (again sorted alpha-
betically), with other sermon categories treated in lots 98-209. The remaining
three hundred lots were tracts and pamphlets treating matters of public con-
cern such as the liturgy, episcopacy (for and against), liberty of conscience,
further treatments of church government, sectaries, popery, sabbatrianism,
New England, and the Jews; only lots 403-57 treated "Practical Divinity."
Much of the remainder of the quartos were news and political controversy.
John Lilburne rated three bundles, William Prynne, seventeen and one de-
voted to replies to him. The 297 lots in octavo were similarly arranged, with
a format-related category for almanacs. A Curious Catalogue, the list of the
remainder put to auction, adds an important detail: some indication of lot
sizes.28 While many of the more numerous lots of single sheets were not
indicated, most lots had ten or more items. One single page described twelve
lots amounting to over one thousand items.

It remains to consider the great collections still intact. Four are particularly
notable: the Bridgewater tracts at the Huntington Library, Wood's pamphlets
in the Bodley, Sir William Clarke's at Worcester College, Oxford, and greatest
of all, George Thompson's behemoth at the British Library.

The Bridgewater tracts cannot currently be counted. Apart from books
retained by the family after acquisition of the main body by the Huntington,
re-shelf-marking and disbinding early in the twentieth century of many origi-
nal volumes, particularly the quartos, make even loose estimates impossible.
Fortunately, the original Bridgewater shelfmarks have been preserved in the
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Huntington's catalogues; the completion of the general Huntington catalogue
in electronic form will allow a reliable count to be taken and may even permit
reconstruction of the original library. However, most folio volumes were kept
intact. By means of them, some intact quartos, and a few records of the original
organization, the collection's richness and the care by the first and second earls
(the two collectors of the seventeenth century) are readily apparent.

Huntington Library volumes of bound pamphlets (with the shelfmark
prefix "P[art]V[olume].") have many Bridgewater items, easily spotted by the
second earl's own part number written inside a box at the top right-hand
number of the title page; many volumes are composed entirely of Bridgewater
titles, though only the bulk of the folios and a few volumes in quarto remain
untouched. A rough count of the folio items can be obtained, serving broadly
to indicate the collection's substantiality. About 600 folio items date from 1640
or earlier, about 1,400 date from 1641-60, about 3,300 from 1661 to 1686 (the
year of the death of the second earl), about 1,260 from 1687 to i/oo.29

Numbers aside, something can be gleaned about the collection process
from surviving intact volumes and from collection records. A set of contents
pages from disbound and redistributed newsbooks reveals the care taken with
newsbooks of 1647 an(^ ^^ ^7tne second earl, who gathered them in volume-
sized chronological runs, and then divided them by title.30 The second earl's
intense concern for his pamphlets is best seen in the occasional quarto or
smaller volume to escape disbinding,31 and the vast number of accounts, trials,
and tracts in folio purchased by the second earl, when in the late seventeenth
century that larger format became de rigeur for items presumed eventually to
be bound together in hefty volumes resembling the manuscript miscellanies of
the sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries.32 The folio volumes are tightly
chronologized, and for most of them the earl supplied a contents list and the
"box numbers" that are his hallmark.33 His fastidiousness is seen in his treat-
ment of large items (generally broadsides) folded into these volumes: the earl
always placed the box number so as to orient it vertically on the first surface
facing the reader. Items inserted and folded horizontally had their box num-
bers written diagonally, so as to be equally legible vertically and horizontally.34

Anthony Wood's tracts range across the century.35 By one count there are
6,400 items in 1,000 volumes.36 Duplicates, overlapping of volumes, and dif-
fering collection formats suggest that Wood expanded his collection through
bulk purchase of other collections; Wood was an avid collector of book sale
catalogues, including a very large set of auction catalogues.37 Along with
Wood's numerous comments, his categorization scheme, so far as it was actu-
ally achieved, bears attention. Volumes that Wood definitely supervised or
established had an initial table of contents outlined in red ink, which also
allowed for a volume heading. Wood occasionally cross-referenced to other
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volumes. For example Wood 209 contains three items having to do with either
the regicides or royalist victims; Wood noted two others elsewhere, one in
duodecimo (thus unsuitable for binding amidst the quartos) and another al-
ready bound "in my vol. of pamphlets entit [sic] Try alls, & Executions of Regi-
cides"** Wood 373, a volume of little news pamphlets of 1641-42, noted that
pamphlets pertaining to StrafFord were in another, distinct volume.39 Such
cross-referencing aside, Wood preferred topical or thematic categories wher-
ever possible, except for the little news pamphlets, which tended to be placed in
chronological series as tight as Wood could make them.

Two great contemporaneous, intact collections of civil war era pamphlets
will always attract special notice, for they were formed in what might be de-
scribed as the heroic age of pamphlet collecting. Sir William Clarke's books at
Worcester College are certainly such a collection. A protege of John Rush-
worth, Clarke later became an army secretary and secretary to the general of
the army in Scotland, George Monck.40 As such, he was peculiarly well placed
to gather a great collection of news pamphlets. Along with his extraordinary
set of army manuscripts, including the famed Putney debates, the books were
bequeathed to Worcester College by his son, Sir George Clarke. While a few
of Sir George's books mingle with the volumes assembled by Sir William,
nearly one hundred volumes (some quite massive) preserve almost entirely
their collector's original design. Apart from some utterly miscellaneous vol-
umes, newsbooks were sorted by title and date, news separates were assembled
chronologically, and political-constitutional, theological, and homiletic items
were kept together. One exceptionally well-conceived volume gathered tracts
from 1641 to 1660 about the successive oaths (the Protestation, Solemn League
and Covenant, the Engagement) taken by or imposed upon the public.41 Char-
acteristically Clarke signed the first page of the first item in a volume, and often
provided a table or contents list at the front or the back.

Clarke was cost-conscious. In some ways this has not served the col-
lection well. Some volumes are thicker than the strength of binding will tol-
erate—one volume has 264 separate items.42 Generally Clarke economized by
folding large-format items into his quarto volumes, a practice that accelerates
wear. But Clarke's close eye on his purse also produced one of the largely
untapped resources of the collection: frequent, and, in a few volumes, system-
atic reporting of prices. Routinely the determinate of price was length; tables in
some volumes simply count sheets, as if the sheet count equated to cost (at the
usual id./sheet, although this was not invariable). However, Clarke acquired
many items for free, noting on the copy or in an end-of-volume table "ob"
(with a macron line of contraction drawn over the V and through the ub"),



210 M I C H A E L M E N D L E

which stood, it seems likely, for "obtentus gratis."43 In other cases he dickered,
noting, usually on the last page of an item, the amount asked and the amount
agreed upon, which was often less. In one instance he waxed triumphant:
"preciu[m] 6d con: 3d valet is."44 The hand of Clarke's early mentor John
Rushworth is to be found at intervals, and one whole volume, in which Clarke
as usual wrote his name on the first page of the first item, was in fact assembled
and listed by Rushworth.45

The most intimate, largest, and most thoroughly organized of all collec-
tions is that of the London bookseller George Thomason. Given Thomason's
and his partner Octavian Pulleyn's niche as vendors of learned books—they
were prime suppliers to Oxford University46—Thomason's soul- and fortune-
draining devotion to his pamphlets reveals again how the little books created a
zone of commonality for otherwise separate, even fissiparous cultural strains.
Thomason collected Hobbes's Leviathan along with a nonpareil assemblage of
single sheets, puritan wranglings thick with distinctive idiom of the godly
beside crude pornographic satires, writings with which he passionately agreed
and those with which he as vehemently disagreed. The result was about 22,000
titles, arrayed originally in 1,955 volumes, almost all from 1641 through i66o.47

Though Thompson's interests were obviously catholic, he never aspired (as is
sometimes thought) to collect "one of everything" published. But within the
realm of public affairs, save for a spell when he nearly gave his collection up, he
assiduously bought nearly every newsbook to appear in London, a vast array of
little pamphlets which have survived in no other collection, and a fair number
of provincial printings as well. As he aged and as his views hardened, he
"passed" on some items that by his own principles he ought to have collected—
notably Quaker writings, not surprising for a man who judged George Fox a
"Goose."48 The lapses and lacunae, however, pale before the achievement.

No other major collector took greater pains in organizing his pamphlets, a
fact that looms larger as the enormity of the collection dwarfs the others.
Early on, he decided upon a chronological principle of organization (the
"Method . . . is Tyme," as he put it), simply putting one item behind the
other in its format category, without regard for contents.49 Volumes were then
formed as convenient.50 Thomason did two other things that provided his col-
lection with much greater utility than others. From mid-i642 onward, Thoma-
son noted his date of acquisition on items where the publication date was not
obvious, as it is, for example, with newsbooks.51 He also constructed a twelve-
volume manuscript catalogue (in two copies); every item was listed in order in
its appropriate volume, with its date given. Of necessity, five different format
categories had to be used: folio single sheets (broadsides), small quartos, large
quartos, octavos and other small formats, and "Acts and Ordinances etc.," a
category that essentially amounted to folios printed on both sides of the page.52
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Like other collectors, Thomason scribbled attributions and comments on
his books. Perhaps he did so less often than others—Anthony Wood and
Narcissus Luttrell come readily to mind—but the sheer volume of the col-
lection leaves much to captivate the modern reader. And it was principally
through his collection that the pamphlet world of the seventeenth century
was rediscovered in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. His manu-
script catalogue guided early readers through the collection in the absence of a
printed one. Despite the unwieldiness of twelve manuscript volumes in the five
formats, readers could soon fathom the design. They learned the first lesson of
the collection: browse. So successively William Godwin,53 Thomas Carlyle,
the Miltonist David Masson, and the great S. R. Gardiner came to rely on it.
For Carlyle the "whole secret of the seventeenth century" was contained in that
"hideous mass of rubbish."54 Masson appreciated the immediacy of the collec-
tor as much as the value of the collection.55 Gardiner's heavy use of the collec-
tion established it as a resource as fundamental to the period as the archives, a
position that the microfilm and recent digital editions have enhanced.

The two great waves of pamphleteering (and pamphlet collecting) of 1641-60
and the later 16705 and i68os are both continuous and discrete phenomena.
Clearly, late seventeenth-century collectors did not discriminate between peri-
ods, except insofar as chronological principles of organization dictated separa-
tion. Recent tracts jostled those of a generation past in the auction catalogues;
the availability of the earlier tracts and news accounts in the later age doubtless
reinforced the dialectic of past and present. Nevertheless, there was a huge
difference between the eras. In the 16408 and 16505, worried collectors like
Thomason, Clarke, and Rushworth thought that only their lonely heroics
would preserve the ephemeral. But in the era of exclusion, the plots, and the
Revolution of 1688, the exceptional had become normal. Catalogues were is-
sued to keep them abreast. In 1680, one could find at the Green Dragon in St.
Paul's Churchyard virtually every publication from every publisher having
anything to do with the popish plot and its aftermath: a careful catalogue,
issued serially in three parts, kept track of it all, even to the publication details
of the serials, so collectors knew which titles had ceased publication and at
which issue.56 Similarly, in 1689, the recent victory of the Protestants was
celebrated by a bibliography of their recent polemics: The Catalogue of All the
Recent Discourses Published against Popery, during the Reign King James II by the
Members of the Church of England, and by the Non-Conformists.57 Publishers
assumed that the "prints" of show trials were being collected; formats were
uniform to assist in binding, and one trial's errata was corrected in another trial
put out by the same publisher.58
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One generation's Promethean labor had become another's routine expec-
tation. At an auction in 1689, a scant thirteen years after the first one ever
in England, amidst a collection rich in tracts and newsbooks, lot 80 was a col-
lection of fifty auction catalogues.59 Perhaps forty of them would have offered
substantial numbers of the little pamphlets. The world of George Thomason
and William Clarke was succeeded by the world of Anthony Wood and Nar-
cissus Luttrell, when pamphlet collection had become a recognized hobby for
some and a business for others. That indeed is one result of the English Revo-
lution.
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