Synthesis Response: Reading, Viewing, and Course Materials in Conversation
Approaches to Dance, Sp 2026

Sources: At least two assigned readings
Optional: You may include viewings, movement experiences, or class discussion as additional material
Length: ~1–1.5 pages

This assignment asks you to think across course materials rather than about them individually. Instead of summarizing arguments or explaining what each author says, you will bring multiple readings—and, if relevant, viewings or in-class experiences—into conversation with one another. Your goal is to articulate how ideas, tensions, questions, or frameworks from different materials interact, complicate, or reframe one another. Think of this as mapping a relationship, not reporting content.

Choose at least two readings from the unit and develop 1-2 of your own central ideas, questions, or tensions that emerges between them.

You may:
· track how one reading challenges, extends, or troubles another
· explore a shared concern that each source approaches differently
· examine a concept that shifts meaning when read through multiple frameworks
· connect a reading to a dance viewing, movement practice, or class discussion to test or complicate the ideas

You are not required to agree with the authors. You are required to think with them.

Some guiding questions may be (but limited to):
· What becomes visible when these materials are read together?
· Where do their assumptions align or come into tension? What’s significant about this?
· How does meaning shift when an idea moves between theory, practice, and viewing?
· What questions remain unresolved when these materials are placed in relation?

What This Assignment Is Not:
· a summary of each reading
· a list of key terms
· a comparison of “similarities and differences” for its own sake
· a personal reflection without engagement with course materials

Guidelines for Writing
· Identify a clear through-line early on (a question, problem, or conceptual focus).
· Refer to specific moments or ideas from the readings briefly—use them to support your thinking, not to replace it.
· If you include a dance, movement experience, or class discussion, use it to pressure, test, or expound upon the readings rather than illustrate them.
· You may write in clear, direct prose. Formal academic style is not required.

Student Goals:
· Depth of engagement with at least two readings
· Clarity of the conceptual relationship you develop
· Ability to synthesize rather than summarize
· Specificity and thoughtfulness of connections
· Evidence of active thinking with course materials

