Anatomy of an article worksheet (adapted from Sophia Mao)

Instructions:  Read your article and anatomize it into the following component parts
with no more than 3-4 sentences per component.  Although the density of ideas varies from scholar to scholar, try not to spend more than 30 minutes to an hour on an article.  The more you do this, the more efficient you will get at locating the parts that will be most useful for your own thinking.  Remember that you can always return to the article for a more careful reading in the future.  

At the end, write a paragraph reflecting on your article.  This reflection should determine whether you liked or did not like the article, but rather explain your main takeaways.

Components:
1) Critical conversation. What are the scholarly conversations in which the author is engaged?
Where and how do they articulate the conversation(s) in which they are engaged?  Do they cite specific scholars, offer a general shape of the conversation, and/or use footnotes?

2) Critical Intervention: What is the scholar’s intervention in the scholarly
conversation? How does the author articulate it?  (Eg, are they building on someone’s point?  Challenging it?  Re-shaping an element of it?)

3) Evidence:  What kinds of evidence does the scholar marshal for their argument? Quotations
from novels, historical documents, etc.?

4) Structure:  How is the essay structured? Are there subsections?  How would you articulate the argumentative arc?

5) Critical style. Think about diction, sentence structure, rhythm, how they use citations, their use of jargon and figurative language, etc.  What strikes you as particularly useful or challenging?

REFLECTION: Can any of the components you’ve listed in this article serve as inspiration for your. own thesis?
