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Abstract
[bookmark: background]Abstract of 100 or fewer words goes here. An abstract is a concise summary of your research proposal that describes the objective, the scope, the methodology, hypothesis, and main conclusions.  


1. Introduction Section
The introduction section should be about 2-3 pages long, 12 font, double-spaced. 
· Provide rationale for your research. Why is this interesting and important topic? Why should we care about this topic? 
· What specific questions and hypotheses your paper attempts to test?  Explain the rationale for these hypotheses. 






2. Literature Review
This section should be about 2-3 pages long, 12 font, double-spaced. 
· Use Author (Year) citation method when referencing works of other authors.  The literature review should use at least 5 primary sources. 
· Literature review provides a summary of the major research done on your topic. It should provide background that is important to understand your research and how it fits with other studies. 
· When you summarize works of other authors, you should highlight the parts of the studies that are related to your research.  
· Conclude the section by summarizing i) what has been done and what we know from the previous studies; and ii) what needs to be done and how your study fills the gap.




3. Data Overview Section
This section should be about 2-3 pages long, not counting tables and figures, 12 font, double-spaced. 
When describing the data you used in your paper, be sure to include the elements provided below. 
a) The source for the data. Full citation of the source should be included in the references section of your paper. If you use multiple data sets, explain how you are going to merge the multiple data sets.
b) A narrative describing number of observations, data frequency, time periods and geographic area covered. (Do you have yearly, monthly, weekly, etc. data? Which years do your data cover? …)
c) Be sure to indicate units of measurement for your data (Example: U.S. dollars, number of people, percentages, etc.)
d) Sample restriction: What is your analysis sample? Families with infants? Families with income under poverty line? Families living in PA and NJ?
e) [OPTIONAL] Summary (descriptive) statistics table. Table template is shown on next page. (In your table, you need to include mean, standard deviation, minimum and maximum of independent and dependent variables. These statistics can be calculated using Stata. The minimum and maximum values describe the range of your data and standard deviation describes the volatility.) It is highly recommended to include this table unless you are using restricted-access data.
f) A narrative describing anything special or unique about the data. Do your data show any patterns? For example, if you are investigating birthweight, did birthweight increase or decrease over time and were there any sharp fluctuations in birthweight?
Table 1: Summary Statistics
	Variable
	Observations
	Mean
	Std. Dev.
	Min.
	Max.

	[variable 1 name]
[variable 2 name]
[variable 3 name]
….
	
	
	
	
	





4. Research Design and Analytic Plan
This section should be about 2-3 pages long, 12 font, double-spaced. 
· What are the potential confounding factors that threaten causal inference of your research question?
· What will you do to address those confounding factors/selection bias?
· Describe your research methodology. What specific empirical model (regression equation) or models are going to be estimated? Why do you select this model and why do you include these specific variables as independent variables? 
· What kind of robustness checks will you perform to assess the validity of your models?
· What is the connection between analyses and research questions?


5. Conclusion
1-2 pages, 12 font, double-spaced. 
· Summarize your research proposal. 
· Discuss policy implications of your research question. 
· Highlight the significance and importance of your research question
· Discuss your next steps.



References
1-2 pages, 12 font, double-spaced. 
- Order your references alphabetically by the authors’ last names.
- Use citation style guide handout (pages 6-10 of Citation handout)





Page 4

