Professor Hurley’s Map Design 101 Checklist
City 201 Introduction to GIS for Social and Environmental Analysis 
With contributions from Professor C. Ross, University of Pennsylvania

Overall Composition
· The most important elements in your map are the most prominent
· The page has good balance (placement of elements does not make you feel lopsided)
· The page has good whitespace – not too much, not too little, and white space is balanced
Required layout elements
· Map Title:
· Clearly and succinctly states the topic of the map
· Is inside neatline
· Is not squished – wrap text if needed
· Map (data frame(s))
· Your primary data frame is well-sized and appropriately scaled
· Use map inset if needed to zoom in on areas with more detail
· Legend:
· Includes all symbols or important graphic elements on the map – you CANNOT use the “Selection” operation to highlight areas on your final map
· Has real words instead of weird file names
· The words are precise enough to explain the variables without being too wordy
· Variable labels are concise but clear and easy to understand
· Numbers are rounded in a reasonable way (do you really need 8 decimal points? Almost never)
· Numbers are expressed in the way that is most understandable to the map reader (for instance, poverty rates are usually expressed as %, not as decimal values [25% instead of .25])
· Scale bar:
· Is a whole number that can be easily digested by an average map reader
· Has divisions at appropriate values that help a reader accurately judge scale.
· Appropriately placed on the map layout
· North Arrow – not too large, doesn’t distract from more important elements, appropriately placed
· Data source(s) listed
· Neatline
Data Classes
· The number of classes makes sense for the data you are portraying
· The type of class break used makes sense for the data you are portraying
Colors and line weights
· Color and line weight choices make most important elements stand out
· All classes are easily distinguishable from each other
· Color choice makes sense in relationship to date
· Categorical data should have different colors, not one color on a color ramp
· Ordered data should be on a color ramp – think about when to use a single color or diverging colors
· Colors are visually attractive
· Line weights are visible but not overwhelming
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