Research starts with an idea and grows from there depending on your interests and the questions you pursue. What topic are you studying?






There are many avenues for exploring a topic. You have to decide which path you want to take. One way to identify areas of interest is to ask lots of questions (Question Formulation Technique).

What questions can you ask about your topic? Write down as many questions about your topic
as your can think (even if you already know the answer, still write it down)!
(E.g. Historical, geographical, social, formal, ontological, technological, environmental, etc.)
























Look back at the list of questions you generated, which questions are you most drawn to? Mark them.
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For the who, where, when questions, identify sources for this information.









What are your how and why questions?











How do you identify sources to answer the how and why?







Remember to explore to research guide https://guides.tricolib.brynmawr.edu/city254 to find primary and secondary sources (e.g. maps, newspapers, photos, scholarly articles, books).


Could you reframe the questions that most interest you? How could you construct a research
question from the ones you brainstormed?






Need help?
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