Introduction
Fantasy: Recovering What Was Lost

e winle sceret of the study of vatnre lies in learning how 1o
use ones cyes”—George Sand, Nouvelles Lettres d'un Voyageur,
[461)

With the cinematic adaptations of such popular fantasy works as
[ K. Rowling’s Harey Potter series, Tolkien's The Hobbit and The Lord
of the Rings, Lewis’s The Chronicles of Narnia; or to the creative genius
of Lucas’s never-ending Star Wars saga, Cameron’s Avalar; or (o the latest
superhero to hit the screen, it seems that fantasy has resurfaced as a
najor mode of expression in the popular imagination, Perhaps what is
most intriguing about this is that fantasy is not only embraced by a small
clique of devotees, nor is it aimed simply at children. The gap between
the child and the adult has apparently been bridged by fantasy, and one
may find many adults as cager to indulge in the pleasures of it as any
child. This validates ] R.R. Tolkien's familiar evaluation of the genre: “Uf
faivy-story as a kind is worth reading at all it is worthy 1o be written for
and read by adults” (“On Fairy-Storics” 67).

However, with this admission, certain questions must immediately
be addressed: why are children and adults interested in fantasy? And,
why is the genre experiencing such a resurgence? Is fantasy a mere form
ol escapisim, or is there something of intelectual value within this mode
of expression? What does it do, if anything, lor us or to us?

The purpose of this book is to try to address the question of what
fantasy docs for those of us who read, walch or study the genre. ‘The
answer will be twofold. First, drawing on the works of scholars and writ-
ersin the field of [antasy, as well as scholars in the field of religious stud-
ies, it will be argued that fantasy acts as a form of myth, which by its
revisionist and subversive nature, allows readers to experience a religious
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Infroduction

may be safely questioned, as a form of play. This departure and subver-
ston 15 also what allows the reader (o have a quasi-religious “feeling” of
awe whiclins best understoad in reference to Rudolf Otto’s ideas con-
ninous. Furthermore, the practical application of such
. effectivencss in entering the growing field of envi-
ile many critics find fault within the Christian
¢ cnvironment, the fantasy worlds of these
s show that their worldview is not inher-
yatural world. Whether they focus
they pursue the numinous in
omuon denominator: the
e world around us,

cerning the n
an analysis is in
ronmental debate.
religion as it relates to 0
deeply religious/spiritual aut
ently antithetical to respect for (R
an the inner quest for the numinous,
the larger community, they all share onc™s
need for us to see the sacramental nature of |

A Note on the Selection of Texts

Academically, the texts chosen for this study reflect postmodern
concerns fo1 a multitude of fragments; a loosely integrated meshing of
texts in conversation, texts which may have never hiad a chance to have
a conversation. Persomlly, the texts chosen reflect niy own tastes of
those works that seem cldsgst fo expressing the numinous and the need
for environmental change. Okcourse, many others authors (and texts)
could have been chosen, but 1 fad Brian At(ebery’s suggestion in TTie
Fantastic Tradition in America helph, In his attempt (o define fantasy,
he suggests pointing to a bookshelf of\gersonal favorjtes and saying,
“Read this. This is fantasy” In effect, this is
entstudy. I have pointed tu nty own boekshel
said, “If you want good examples of texts which
and employ mythopoeic fantasy that challevges ou
then read this ... or this”

1at ) have done inthe pres-
personal favorites and
hress the numinous
views of nature,

.



