INTRODUCTION

The first of the two documents presented here, E! Plan de Aztidn,
was edopted at the first Natlona! Chicanc Youth Liberation Con-
ference in Denver, Colorado, March 1969, The plan presented
for the flrst tine a clear statement of the growing natlonalist con-
sciousness of the Chicano people. It raised theconcept of Aztlan,”
a Chicanc nation, and the need for Chicano control of the Chi-
canoc community, Referring to. the Democratic and Republican
parties as "the same animal with two heads that feed from the
same trough,” the plan pointed out that to achieve the goal of
self-determination, would reguire an independent political party
with Razn nationalism as its "common denominator.”

Although the Plan de Aztlén has appeared in some Chicano
publiations, many Raze nactivists and others Interested in the
Chicano strugple remain unfamillar with it. This ediion will for
the first time make the plan readlly available to all.

The second document, intended as & general guide to action,
is the basic programmatic statement adopted by the Cakland-
Berkeley, Californis Razs Unida Party In November 1970. Bulld-
ing upon the idems propounded in the Flan de Aztldn, it outlines
a program for mobilizing La Razs around the key issues that
affect their lives.

When first proposed tn 1969, some viewed the idea of bresking
with the capitalist poilticians of the Democratic and Republican
parties as "ldealistic” or "impractical,” Yet today, greater and greater
numbers of La Baza are coming to recognize the need for such
a break. In April 1970, the Crystel Clty Raza Unida Party swept
into office in the first electoral victory of an independent all-Chi-
cano party. This was followed by the statewlkle campaign of the
Colorado Raza Unida Party which sprang up following the second
Chicano Youth Liberation Conference im Denver in March 1870.
After winning the electioms sgain in April 1971, the Crystal City
Reza Unida Party now has solid majoritles on both the school
board and the city council. The inspiring example of Crysial City,
where meaningful reforms have already benefited La Raze, has
resulted in the spread of Raza Unlda partles into Northern Cali-
fornla, Los Angeles,” Arizona, and several cities in South Texas
and hes the prospect of becoming statewide in Texas by 1972.
These developments point toward important advances in the strug-
gle for Chicano liberation.

It is hoped that these two docurnents will prove of value to those
fighting for an end to the oppression of La Raza.

Antonlo Camejo, October 1871

* Aztlan — The tnclent Aztec name for what is now the Southwest.
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EL PLAN DE AZTLAN

El Plan Espirilual de Azilan

In the spirit of & new people that Is conselous not only of its
proud historleal heritage but elso of the brutal "gringo” invasion
of our terrltorles, we, the Chicanc Inhabitants and civillzers of
the northern land of Aztldn from whence came our forefathers,
reclaiming the land of thelr birth and consecrating the determi-
nation of our people.of the sun, declare that the ¢all of our blood
1s our power, our responsibility, and our Inevitable desliny.

We are free and soverelgn to determine those tasks which are
Justly called for by our house, our land, the sweat of our brows,
and by our heasrts. Aztldn belongs to those who plant the seeds,
water the flelds, and gather the crops znd not to the foreign Euro-
peans. We do not recognize capricious frontiers on the bronze
continent

Brotherhood unites us, and love for our brothers makes us
¢ people whose time has come and who struggles againsi the
foreigner "gabacho™ who exploits our riches end destroys our
culture, With our heart in our hands and our hands in the soll,
we declare the Independence of our mestlzo nalion. We are a bronze
people with a bronze culture. Before the world, before all of North
America, before sll our brothers in the bronze continent, we are
a nation, we are & unlon of free pueblos, we are A=tldn

Por Le Raza todo. Fuera de La Raza nada,

Program

El Plan Espiritual de Azilan sets the theme that the Chleanos
(La Raza de Bronze) must use their nationalism as the key or
commeon denominator for mass mobilization and organizetion.
Once we are committed to the idem and philosophy of El Flan
de Aztlan, we can only conclude that soclal, economic, cultural,
and politicel independence 1s the only road to iotal liberation
from oppression, exploitation, and racism. Cur struggle then must
be for the control of our barrios, campos, pueblos, lands, our
economy, our culture, and our pollticel life. El Plan commils all
levels of Chicane soclety —the barrio, the campo, the ramchero.
the writer, the teacher, the worker, the professional—to La

Cerusa.




MNationclism
Nationalism as the key to organization franscends all religious,
politieal, class, and economic factions or boundaries, Nationallsm
iz the common denominator that sll members of La Heza can
sgree upon.

Organizational Goals

1. UNITY in the thinking of our people concerning the barrios,
the pueble, the campo. the land, the poor, the middle class, the
professionszl — el committed to the llberation of La Raza.

2. ECONOMY: economlc control of our lives and our tommu-
nitles can only come about by driving the explolter out of our
communities, our pueblos, and our lands and by controlling and
developing our own !alents, sweal, and resources. Cultural back-
ground and values which ignore materiglism and embrace human-
tsm wlll contribute lo the aet of cooperative buying and the dis-
‘tribution of resources and production to sustain an economic base
for healthy growth and development. Lands rightfully ours will
be fought for and defended. Land and realty ownership will be
scquired by the community for the people's welfare. Economle
tlea of responsibility must be secured by nationaliam and the Chi-
cano defense unlis.

3. EDUCATION must be relative to our people, Le, history,

culture, billngual education, contributions, etc. Community control

of our schools, our teachers, our administrators, our counselors,
and pur programe.

4. INSTITUTIONS shall serve our peopie by providing the
service necessary for a full Ilfe and thelr welfare on the basls of
restitution, not handoute or beggar's crumba. Restitutlon for past
economic slavery, politicel exploitation, ethnle and cultural psy-
chological destruction and denial of c¢ivil and human rights. In-
stitutions in our community which do not serve the people have
no place in the community. The institutions belong to the people,

E. SELF-DEFENSE of the community must rely on the com-
bined strength of the pesple. The front line defense will come from
the barrios, the campos, the pueblos, and the ranchitos. Their
Involvement as protectors of thelr people will be glven respact
and dignity. They in turn offer their responsibllity and thelr lives
for thelr people. Those who place themselves In the front ranks for
their people do so out of love and carnalismo. Those Institutions
which are fattened by our brothers to provide employment and
political pork barrels for the gringo will do so only as acts of
llbernfion and for La Causa. For the very young there will no
longer be acts of juvenile dellnquency, but revolutionary acts.
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§. CULTURAL values of our people strengthen our identity
and the moral backbone of the movement. Our culture unitea and
educates the family of La Raze towards liberation with one heart
and one mind. We must {nsure that our writers, poets, musicians,
and artists produce llersture and art that s appealing to our
people and relates to our revolutionary culture. Qur cultural values
of life, family, and home will serve as & pbwerful weapon to de«
feat the gringo dollar value system and encourage the process
of love and brotherhood.

7. POLITICAL LIBERATION c¢an only come through indepen-
dent action on our part, since the two-party system ls the same
animal with two heads that feed from the same trough. Where
we sre a majority, we will control; where we are & minority, we

will represent a pressure group; netlenally, we will represent one
party: La Familla de L.a Raza!

Action
1. Awareness and distribution of El Plan Espiritusl de Aztlan.
Pteaemed at every meeting, demonstration, confrontation, court
bouse, institution, admintstration, church, school, tree, building
car, and every plece of human exlstence. ‘

2. September 16, on the birthdate of Mexlan Independence,
a national walk-out by all Chlcanos of all colieges and schools
to be sustained untll the complete revislon of the educatonal ays-
term: its policy makers, administration, its ecurriculum, and its
personnel o meet the needs of our community.

3. Self-defense against the occupylng forces of the oppressors
at every school, every available man, woman, and child.

4. Community nationalization and orgsnization
of all Chl :
El Plan Espiritual de Aztl4n. & cane

5. Economic program to drive the explolter ouf of our com-
munity end & welding together of our people's combined resources
to control thelr own production through cooperative efforl.

6. Creatlon of an Independent local, reglonal, and national! po-
litical party.

A nation auionomous and free— culturally, soclaily, economd-
celly, and politically — will make ita own decisions on the usage
of our lands, the taxatlon of our goods, the utllization of cur
bodles for war, the determination of justice {reward and punish-
ment), and the profit of our sweat.

El Plan de Aztldn is the plan of Iiberstion!
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