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PREFACE

When I was a college senior in the early 1970s, Jannach’s German 
for Reading Knowledge was the required textbook in a course called 
“Scientific German.” That first edition of “Jannach” was filled with ex­
ercises and readings on acids, chemical compounds, and World War II. 
The step-by-step grammar outline provided our class with all the basics 
to translate German texts, which back then was nearly the sole purpose 
for learning the language.

Much has changed in the meantime. Jannach's German for Read­
ing Knowledge has developed into a tool intended to meet the needs 
of students in the humanities, arts, and social sciences who have de­
cided to concentrate on the skills of translating and reading German 
for academic purposes. This sixth edition continues to provide 1) clear 
grammar explanations focused on non-speaker perceptions and 2) ap­
proaches to negotiating meaning. The exercises and readings have been 
chosen with thought to both “bottom-up” and “top-down” reading ap­
proaches: From the bottom up, they build on and recycle grammar and 
vocabulary from chapter to chapter in ways that encourage attention to 
individual words and functions, as well as to the importance of using a 
dictionary effectively. From the top down, the variety of topics reflects 
multiple facets of contemporary German-language cultures promoting 
interpretive thinking, reflecting, guessing, and further reading by stu­
dents from a wide range of academic fields.

Users who liked the fifth edition will be glad to find the style and even 
a good deal of the content of the sixth edition unchanged but much 
refreshed. Changes to the new edition include:

• An introduction to students and instructors on “how to use this 
book,” plus added reading strategy tips on learning vocabulary 
and using a dictionary have been added to early chapters. Fur­
ther suggestions can be found in a new version of Appendix C: 
“How to choose and use a dictionary.”

V

http://www.cengage.com/permissions
mailto:permissionrequest@cengage.com
http://www.cengage.com/gIobal
http://www.cengage.com/heinle
http://www.cengagebrain.com


CONTENTS

How to Use German for Reading Knowledge...................... xv

Kapitel 1 ................................................................................. 1
German Nouns and the Definite Article • Gender of Nouns •
Present and Past Tenses of the Verb sein (to be) • Interrogatives • 
Cognates and Loanwords • Übungssätze • Aller Anfang ist schwer

Kapitel 2............................................................................... 13
Case: Nominative and Accusative • Infinitive • Present Tense of 
Regular Verbs • Present Tense of the Verb haben (to have) •
Cardinal Numbers • Übungssätze • Johann Sebastian Bach:
Seine Musik und seine Familie

Kapitel 3............................................................................   23
Dative • Genitive • Plural of Nouns • N-nouns • Past 
Tense of Weak Verbs and of haben • Meanings of the Past Tense • 
Übungssätze * Leben des Galilei: Ein Theaterstück in fünfzehn 
Bildern von Bertolt Brecht

Kapitel 4............................................................................... 34
Indefinite Articles • Kein and Other ein-Words • Irregular Forms 
in the Present Tense of Strong Verbs • Es gibt there is, there are • 
Compound Nouns • Ordinal Numbers • Übungssätze • Kurze 
Geschichte der deutschen Hochschulen

Kapitel 5................................................................................ 44
Der- words • Simple Past Tense of Strong Verbs • Irregular Weak 
Verbs • Present and Simple Past Tense of werden (to become) •
Word Order • Übungssätze • Erzbistumsstadt Magdeburg

Wiederholung 1 : Deutschland...............................................55

Kapitel 6............................................................................... 59
Prepositions • Idiomatic and Special Meanings • Contraction of 
Prepositions • Prepositions Following Nouns or Pronouns •
Indefinite Pronouns: man, jemand, niemand • Using the Dictionary • 
Übungssätze • Der 17. Juni 1953



............69

Used as Nouns • Übungssatze • Die Remanti

Dioramenmaler: Der nicht so gut bekannte Schinkel

......................... 87
Perfect Tenses • Meanings of the Perfect Tenses •
Presen: Tense = + • Past Participles • Word
Order • Übungssätze • Die Anfänge Bertolt Brechts

............................. 98
Kapitel 10 and Adverbs •

riTi-sr-riÄS--'
und Naturphänomen

Wiederholung 2: Die Bewohner Österreichs ...................... 10®
........................................ 109

Kapitel 11 ..........V7V""“"7‘Ál7rhs".” Exceptional Comparisons •Comparison of Adjeedves and Adverbs . ^xcepdo^^ *
Recognition of Comparatives and Superlatives • ^
rhe Comparative and Superlative • Co-paratives and Superlauves
Used as Nouns • Übungssätze • Menschen mit HIV und AIDS

......................... 122
F üfe í;;r.7u7rfX7irr: to tT». .»
Express Probabüity • Selbst, selber • Ubungssatze
Welternährungskrise

...................................  130

• Pe^ondPtono.™ • Ag.«m.Mo 
Pronoun and Antecedent • Ubungssätze • Sturm und Dra g

..................................  138
Kapitel 14 ... . Infinitive of the Passive Voice •Perfect Tenses of the Passive Voice • Infinitive of the Passive Voice

Fmure Ten" of the Passive Voice •. Future Perfect of the Passwe 
Lice . Suffix-er • Suffix-in • Ubungssätze • Frauen werde

verzweifelt gesucht

X

146Kapitel 15...........................................................................
Reflexive Pronouns • Reflexive Verbs • Position of the Reflexive 
Pronoun in Main Clauses • Suffixes -bar and -lieh • Übungssätze •
Die Hessen im amerikanischen Freiheitskrieg

Wiederholung 3: Paracelsus .............................................. 154

Kapitel 16...........................................................................  157
Modal Auxiliaries Express Modalities • Conjugation of the 
Modals • Modals and the Dependent Infinitive • Fractions • 
Übungssätze • „Was ist Aufklärung?“

Kapitel 17...........................................................................  165
Perfect Tenses of Modals • Double Infinitive with Other 
Verbs • Objective vs. Subjective Meanings of Modal Auxiliaries • 
Übungssätze • Größter Raubsaurier in Patagonien entdeckt

Kapitel 18...........................................................................  174
Coordinating Conjunctions • Subordinating Conjunctions • Learn 
to Differentiate • Wenn auch, auch wenn {even if, even though, even 
when) • “False Friends” • Übungssätze • Der Zeppelin im 
Ersten Weltkrieg

Kapitel 19...........................................................................  183
Relative Pronouns • Recognizing Relative Clauses • Welch- as 
Relative Pronoun, Indefinite Pronoun, and Interrogative Pronoun •
Case of Relative Pronoun Indicates Function • Was as a Relative 
Pronoun • Übungssätze • Karl Mays Amerikabild und -reise

Kapitel 20 ..........................................................................  192
Demonstrative Pronouns • Other Demonstratives • Suffixes -los,
-fach, and -mal • Übungssätze • Buchbesprechung

Wiederholung 4: Im wilden, wilden Westen blühte
die Fantasie......................................................................... 200

Kapitel 21 ............................................................................203
Wer and Was Used as Interrogative and Relative Pronouns •
Verb-First Constructions • Feminine Noun Suffixes •
Übungssätze • Robert Schumanns Partitur wiedergefunden

Kapitel 22 ............................................................................ 211
Infinitives with zu • Idiomatic Prepositional Phrases •
Übungssätze • Der Neue Deutsche Film



220

in

AJiecii«! plu* Unextended Adiectiwí • Multiple Exten 
Adrere," Cbungssatxe • Cri 0»e»k,, Vop, Ided.»». 

getragene Leidenschaft
.............. 234

Phrases • Ist (war) + zu + Infinitive • Ubungssatze 

Die „Rosinenbomber“

Wiederholung 5: über die Familie Mendeissohn----------
.............. 244

ÄSr"Sriut.Sudlee._.l™pUed.

Übungssätze • Die Kunst und die Kirche
.............................252

Kapitel 27............ ■•••■■•........■“■■■r"'c""”"'üions of Conditions ContrarySubjunctive • Subjunctive II • f Pf ,inn Alone • Als ob,

...................... 260

rA • . Othpr Uses of Subjunctive I • Ubungssatze
?„"S«..We*.d.»«el.l.nd.»ddl.Os.d=uUeh.nEinwandeni,

..................269

L Spuren malt: Cy-Twombly-Retrospektive m Berlin
...............  276

Expressions •. Übungssätze • Der Name Berlin

Wiederholung 6: Entgrenzung: Gedanken zu einer............
transnationalen Literatur...............................

Appendix A.......................................................................... 288
The German Case System

Appendix B.......................................................................... 292
Strong and Irregular Verbs

Appendix C.......................................................................... 296
Choosing and Using a Dictionary

Appendix D.......................................................................... 299
German Script

Vocabulary........................................................................... 301

Index....................................................................................325

Credits ................................................................................. 329

xüi



How to Use Cernían for Reading Knowledge

This book provides guidance and practice in applying basic German 
grammar and vocabulary to reading and translating progressively more 
complex texts. The basic components are; grammar outlines, vocabu­
lary lists, exercise sentences, chapter readings, and review readings 
after every five chapters. The companion website adds exercise keys, 
grammar review charts, and reading guides.

Here are suggestions for how best to utilize these features.

1. Grammatik (grammar outline); Use outlines for reference 
purposes. Compare explanations and examples to structures
in the exercise sentences. Bring comments and questions on the 
grammar for class discussion. Refer to the companion website’s 
grammar charts for review (www.cengage.com/german/korb).

2. Grundwortschatz (basic vocabulary); These common words 
recur throughout the book and are listed with basic meanings 
and forms. They are the basis for your personal active vocabulary 
list, and they appear again in the end vocabulary (pp. 301-324).

3. Übungssätze (exercise sentences); Daily practice translating and 
then reviewing these sentences builds vocabulary and skills in 
recognizing word function and context. After translating all the 
sentences, check your accuracy using the online exercise key 
(www.cengage.com/german/korb). Note both errors in your 
translation—to facilitate feedback and avoid future errors—and 
idiomatic expressions. The online key strives for idiomatic trans­
lations instead of word-for-word renderings. Bring questions and 
comments for class discussion.

4. Kapitel Lesestücke (chapter readings); These passages can be 
used to practice reading strategies and/or translating contextual­
ized material. The online reading guides (www.cengage 
.com/german/korb) have three components; pre-reading activi­
ties activate background knowledge and help organize an ap­
proach to reading, skimming, and scanning activities help readers 
understand the gist and key elements of the text, intensive read­
ing activities promote thinking about information in the text and 
provide suggestions for further reading. Links are reviewed and 
updated regularly.
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KAPITEL!
1.1 German Nouns and the Definite Article
One of the most salient features of the German language is the indi­
cation of gender (and case) by means of the definite article. Whereas 
English has only one form of the definite article, the, which does not 
differentiate gender or number, German has four forms of the definite 
article: three singular and one plural. Dictionaries and the vocabulary 
lists in this book indicate nouns as m. (masculine), / (feminine), n. 
(neuter), or pi (plural). The corresponding German definite articles are 
as follows.

Masculine: der 
Feminine: die 

Neuter: das 
Plural, all genders: die

1.2 Gender of Nouns
German nouns are masculine, feminine, or neuter. Because of the syn­
thetic nature of German, it is essential from the beginning to learn each 
noun together with its gender-specific article.

Masculine: der Mann, der Student, der Tisch (the table), der 
Stuhl (the chair)

Feminine: die Frau (the woman), die Studentin, die Universität, 
die Lampe (the lamp)

Neuter: das Haus, das Bett, das Kind (the child), das Buch 
(the book)

Note that all German nouns are capitalized.

To be able to read German with accuracy it is essential to learn the 
gender of each noun, since recognizing the gender of a noun is key to 
deciphering overall meaning and recognizing the function of the noun 
in a given situation. The general aids given in the following sections and 
in subsequent chapters will help you learn and remember the genders 
of German nouns; otherwise, consult a dictionary for assistance. The 
following aids are starting points to help you determine the gender of 
a noun.
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