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Write an essay in which you perform a close formal analysis of the still image from Citizen Kane (Orson Welles, U.S., 1941). Your essay should provide an accurate formal analysis, but also, ideally, an interpretation of the image. It should be written in regular prose paragraph form. 
You will need to to take detailed notes, attending to as many aspects of the still image as you can. You may wish to structure your notes in terms of the mise-en-scène and cinematography, focusing on each individually. But do not hand any of these notes in; your finished essay is all that will be graded. 
Please use key terms from the powerpoint slides and/or Corrigan and White where appropriate. You should also feel free to describe images and their effects in your own words. 
In this paper you need to attend closely to as many details as you can, focusing on the elements of mise-en-scène that we discussed in class as well as aspects of the cinematography that can be gleaned from the image. For example, while you might describe the camera angle, distance and other aspects of the cinematography associated with the static im- age, you would not comment on camera movement. Use your own dis- cretion about which details are significant and noteworthy, and which are not.



 



You will be graded on the following: 
1) The accuracy of your formal analysis, including correct use of terminology  
2) The sensitivity and depth of your analysis, including ability to differentiate significant elements from insignificant ones 
3) The sophistication of your thesis (the level of interpretation that your argument develops)
4) The clarity of your writing, including (but not limited to) your ability to weave descriptions of formal elements into your prose smoothly and coherently
 
Examples: 
Incorrect: Medium shot of a woman standing outside. High key lighting with few shadows. (sentence fragments) 
Correct: In this medium shot, a woman stands outside a window in high key lighting. (complete sentence) 
Even better: In this medium shot of a woman standing outside a window, the high key lighting accentuates the dusty and threadbare nature of her outdated dress. (more detail) 
Outstanding: In this medium shot of a woman standing outside a shop window, the high key lighting accentuates the dusty and threadbare nature of her outdated dress. Her eyes, reflected in the glass, reveal her longing to own a new dress, and prompts the viewer to share this longing. (offers an interpretation) 
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