B120 History of Chinese Art

Final Exam Guideline
Duration: 1 hour and 51 minutes

Part 1: Images identification, 10 mins. (Selected from images nos. 66-132)
Ten questions. For each question you will see an image of a work on the screen. In one minute you must write down the tombstone information of the work (please consult the captions posted on Moodle). 
Part 2: Comparison, 40 mins. (Selected from images nos. 66-132)
Two questions. For each question you will see two images of two different works put side by side on the screen. In 20 minutes you must: (1) identify the works as you do in Part 1; (2) compare the two works in any relevant aspects, including but not limited to materiality, medium, style, scale, composition, placement, subject matter, subject-object interaction, production procedure, artistic tradition, and historical context, asking yourself: how are they different and/or similar? On the one hand, please ground your thoughts in concrete details rather than abstract assumptions of the works, and on the other hand, please try to situate the comparisons in a broader context of Chinese art rather than just listing random, discrete observations. Think, for example, how do the visual and material similarities and/or differences between the two works fit into the changing aesthetic, social, political, and cultural circumstances in China? 
Part 3: Essay, 60 mins. (Selected from the two possible questions listed below)
One question. On the screen you have a question selected from the two following questions. Please pick one of them as your essay topic and write a structured response to the chosen question. Please formulate an argument and support it with concrete facts. 
The possible questions:
1. Human beings are by nature political animals. How would you describe the multifaceted role political power played in Chinese art? Did they stimulate artistic creation or depress it? Please compare two contrasting examples to demonstrate your understanding.  
2. Cross-cultural interaction between the East and the West influenced Chinese art all the times. Think about three moments of such interaction and artworks produced during these times: do you see more connection (similarity) or more disconnection (difference) among these moments, and why? 
