B120 History of Chinese Art


Guidelines for Papers: Comparative Visual Analysis
Length: 4 pages, double space (excluding notes and bibliography)


Comparison of artworks is often a productive method by which to sharpen one’s sense of the particularities of the given works. Each artwork then becomes the foil for the other. In your essay, equal emphasis and attention should be placed on both works. Crucially, you must develop a new thesis that engages both works in productive and illuminating tension. 

Begin by making yourself an expert in the two works in question. Subject it to the same kinds of intense scrutiny and analysis. Only after conducting a full inventory of the two artworks should you begin to compare and contrast the two works, to organize your observations, and to shape an argument. In such a short essay, you will need to define and analyze a concise set of data points that is sufficient to the needs of your argument while giving a sense of “reaching” the whole work in some important way(s).

In the process of comparison, ask yourself: 
· How, where, and to what ends do the formal means in each work converge or diverge? 
· If the works share common or related subject matter, how does each artist give form to that subject matter differently? 
· If the works share common or related means, but differ in subject matter, how do the formal means signify differently in each case?
· What artistic questions or expressive possibilities is the artist trying to explore in each instance?
To develop a thesis, ask yourself: 
· What do the formal means suggest about the aesthetic, political, expressive, perceptual, or epistemological aims/implications of each work? 
· Do these aims/implications diverge, converge, or overlap? If so, and how? If not, why not? 

Think hard about the structure of your paper. It is important that you integrate your account of the two works into a synthetic whole. In other words, the final essay should not read as two separate and unrelated visual analyses, one tacked to the other.

Finally, think about in what context of Chinese art history you would frame your comparative analysis. Does your thesis fit in well with the overall trends of art making in this period as described in our class meetings and readings? If yes, how, and if not, why?




Works for Comparison

The following four works, forming two comparisons, are all selected from the Special Collection at Canaday Library, Bryn Mawr College, and are put on display in the Canaday library for your visits and studies (Please consult Dr. Carrie Robbins, cmrobbins@brynmawr.edu). More information about these works is available at:

http://triarte.brynmawr.edu/

Please look at the actual works (not just images!) carefully from various angles, take pictures or sketches whenever necessary to help you remember the details that are otherwise invisible in the officially published images.


Comparison for Paper 
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Bodhisattva
Stone
11.77
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Warrior Tomb Figure
Earthenware with painted decoration
2009.28.8
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