
Cosmopolitanism and “Han-Tang Miracle”
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Nara, Japan 

Kyoto, Japan





Blocks (dou) and 
brackets (gong)

Tōdai-ji, Nara, Japan, 8th c. CE
In Tang style







Traveling Monks

Monk 
Xuanzang

Great Goose 
Pagoda, 7th c. CE, 
Xi’an, 









Nestorian Christianity

Three Magi (?) Palm Sunday 
(?), Khocho, Nestorian Temple, 683–770 CE. Wall 
painting, 61 × 67 cm. Located in the Museum für
Indische Kunst, Berlin-Dahlem. 

The Nestorian Stele entitled 
"Stele to the propagation in 
China of the luminous religion 
of Daqin", was erected in China 
in 781.



Manichaeism

Manichaean Electae, Kocho, 10th Century; Leaf 
from a Manichaean Book. Khocho, Ruin K. 
8th/9th century AD. Painting on paper. 17.2x 
11.2 cm. III 6368



Cave 
172



Buddha in Fengxian (“Honoring Ancestors") Temple, Longmen, Luoyang, late 7th c. CE



Cave 45 in Dunhuang, Tang, 7th -8th c. CE





Carvings at Longmen caves, Tang

Male and Female Physical Body



The carved stone "Six Steeds of Zhaoling“, 7th c. CE, Xi’an, Shaanxi 
province



Han Gan, Man herding 
horses, 8th c. CE

Zhang Xuan (fl. 9th c.), detail 
of Spring Outing of Madame 
Guoguo, 12th c. copy 



Bodhisattva, mural in Ajanta 
Cave 1, India, 5th c. CE



Bodhisattva Avolokitesevara, 
mural from Cave 57, Dunhuang, 
early Tang dynasty



Zhou Fang, Ladies with Followers in their Hair, 
Tang, 8-9th c. CE original, 10th c. copy.





Yan Liben, Thirteen Emperors, 
7th c. CE 



Attributed to Zhan Ziqian, Stroll About in Spring, 

9th century copy of late 6th century original.





Attributed to Li Zhaodao, Emperor Ming-
huang’s Journey to the Shu, 8th c. CE 



Dunhuang Cave 
172



Ink rubbing of stone relief made after a painting 
attributed to Wu Daozi, Dancing Demon, 8th c. CE

Virmalakirti, mural from Cave 103, 
Dunhuang, High Tang, 8th c. CE

Wu Daozi, The Legendary Sage of Painting



Merchants



Sancai (“Three Colors”) porcelain 
figurines, Tang



Diplomats

Foreign envoys depicted in a mural, Prince Zhanghuai’s tomb, 8th c. CE. Xi’an



Repousse



Beated golden vessels

Gold bowl, with lotus-petal pattern, Xi’an



Tang use of gold VS Zhou use of gold



Persian and Sogdian art

Plate with king hunting rams, late 5th–early 6th 
century; Sasanian period, Iran
Silver, mercury gilding, niello inlay



Palm Sunday 



Sogdian Parcel-Gilt Silver Cup, 7th/8th 
Century

Silver beaker, Hejiacun, 
8th c., Xi’an



Goblet, Poltava Region, Ukraine, 
7th century. Gold
H 10.3 cm Pereshchepina 
Treasure

Silver goblet, Hejiacun, 8th c. CE, Xi’an



Rhyton, carnelian, Hejiacun, 8th

c. CE, Xi’an

Rhyton, jade, Guangzhou, 2nd c. BCE

Rhyton, ivory, Old Nisa (Central 
Asia), 2nd c. BCE



The Tang elite playing polo



A Palace Concert , ink and colors on silk , 9th c. CE. 
Taipei, National Palace Museum 



Tang Pipa lute, Shosoin 
Collection, Japan (Recto and 
Verso)

Tang mural representing an 
apsara playing pipa



Emperor Taizong and his promtion of Wang Xizhi’s calligraphy in early Tang 



Imitations of Wang Xizhi in Tang



Regular Script (kaishu)

Chu Suliang, The Emperor’s Preface to the 
Sacred Teachings, 653 CE



Yan Zhenqing, Duobao
Pagoda stele, 752 CE



Liu Gongquan, Xuanmi
Pagoda stele, 841 CE



Huai Su, Bitter Bamboo Shoots, 8th c. CE

Wild-Cursive 
Script



Huai Su, Autobiography, 777 CE


