
Contemporary Art:
1949-present



The Period of Political Movements 

(1949-1976)

Xu Beihong, Chair of “The China Artists Association” 



Dong Xiwen 董希文
(1914-1973), 

“Founding of the 

Nation,” 1952-53



Sun Zixi孙滋溪(b. 1929), “In Front of Tiananmen,” 1964



Socialist 
realism



A team of sculptors from the 

Sichuan Academy of Fine Arts, 

“The Rent Collection Courtyard,” 

clay sculpture, 1965, Dayi, 

Sichuan. 



Li Kuchan, early 1960s



Li Keran (1907-1989), “10000 Crimson 
Hills,” 1963, ink and pigments on paper.



Cultural Revolution (1966-1976)



Cultural Revolution propaganda art: 

Political posters



Comparison:

1960s and 1940s 

Posters





1976 deathof Mao Zedong and the end 
of Cultural Revolution 



“Stars” Exhibition (1979)



Wang Keping王克平, 

Silence, Wood carving, 

1979

Wang Keping, Idol, Wood 

carving, 1979



1985 Art New Waves
(or The 85 Movement)

Wang 
Guangyi, 
1985Huang 

Yongping, 

1987.

Xiamen 

Dadaism, 

Burning 

Site, 1986



The 1989 Great Show of Chinese Modern Art



Zhang Nian, Egg Hatching, 1989

Xiao Lu, Dialogue, 1989

Wu Shanzhuan, Big Business, 1989



Post-1989: Contemporary Art

• from idealism to realism

• Anti-grand narratives; critiquing the everyday 
life



“Political Pop”: Wang Guangyi



Comparisn: Wang Guangyi’s Mao Zedong’s portrait and the 

officially designated standard portrait of Chairman Mao 



“New Generation” painting: Wang Jinsong, 1991



Zhang Xiaogang: The Big Famaly
Series, 1994-2005



Song Dong, Breathing,  1996



Song Dong, Waste Not, 2005



Xu Bing, Book from the Sky, 1990





Qiu Zhijie, Work No.1: A One-
Thousand-Time Copy of 
Lantingxu , 1991-1995



Zheng Lianjie, The Great Wall Series, 1993. 
Installation



Xu Bing (b. 1955), Ghost 
Pounding the Wall, rubbing 
installation, 1992



Wenda Gu, The Heavenly Altar, 1993



Urban art: construction and 

destruction



Rong Rong, Ruins 
Series, 1996-1998



Sui Jianguo, Development Project—Ruins, 1995



Zhang Dali, Dialogue Series, 1989-1995





Fang Lijun (b. 
1963), Series 2, 
No.2, 1991, oil on 
canvas. 





Que Minjun and Zeng Fanzhi







Yin Xiuzhen, Yin 
Xiuzhen, 1998


