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“Illuminating and fascinating. . . . Global Sex is dazzlingly ambi-
tious in its scope, ranging from fellatio in the White House and
bulimia in Fiji to AIDS in Africa and transgender in Taiwan.”

—Neww Internationalist | ”m” ' if 1![ il
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consequences of contemporary life that conventional concepts of "Hmilim" mll
globalization don’t acknowledge. With challenging intelligence
and wide research, Altman explores, unafraid, what we have not
woken up to: globalization as the one-world of sexual exploita-
tion, not only a commercial but also a political commodity.”

—NADINE GORDIMER, WINNER OF
THE 1991 NOBEL PRIZE IN LITERATURE

“Altman is at his best in analysing complex interactions between
the global and the local—how, for example, the international
campaign against AIDS has helped to construct western-style
gay identities in countries where they did not exist; how inter-
national campaigns for reproductive rights are reshaped in local
cultures; how Bangkok’s sexualisation was sealed when it
became the place of rest and recreation for US troops in
Vietnam. We are looking here at unintended consequences as
much as design.”

—JEFFREY WEEKS, Times Higher Education Supplement

Dennis Altman is professor in the School of Politics, Sociology,
and Anthropology at La Trobe University, Australia. He is the
author of eight books, including AIDS in the Mind of America
and Homosexual: Oppression and Liberation.
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The New Commercialization of Sex:
From Forced Prostitution to Gybersex

The previous chapter discussed the recon'ceptualization okf) pro;tlt;tirilsass hs;( 3

work, arid the attempt to create a political .move‘rnent ase o. s

\ Here I am more concerned with the dyn,amx.cs _9(_'_ Mﬁm .
sex itself, and how this reflects the larger soc1opoht1.cal ?r(?ler. rc;:l e ;
only the most dramatic aspect of a sex indl‘lst‘ry Wth'h 1 mc.rt;atsh ghzll - ; :

with the global economy. In part this 1s ;ilssoc1at.ed :Nl f(: " goung ‘
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way towards decadence by the IWestern 8

_ o 1
The national bourgeoisie will be greatly helped on 1ls wting and for s

bourgeoisies, who come 10 1t as tourists avid for the exotic, for big-game hu e A
’ ] ] } n and’ 58
nos . . . The casinos of Havana and of Mexico, the beaches of Rio, the little Brazilia '

T
Mexican girls, the half-breed thirteen year-olds, the ports of Acapulco and Cop(lcabana——a(

. . . e o
these are the stigma of this deprivation of the national middle class . . . [which] will i pr "2

-

\ tice sel up its country as the brothel of Europe. ..
\ . ticesetupe (g —_ Frantz Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth, 19 3

] t significant
( “Since Fanon wrote those words, tourism has become the mcE_’fgmﬁ

i ¢ ites: “It:
visible arena of global sexual i i_r_u‘equahty. As Jeremy Seabrook writes
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of disintegration—of local communities, the dissolution of rootedness and
belonging, the breaking of old patterns of labour and traditional livelihoods;
and the psychic disintegration of so many people caught up in great epic
changes, of which they have little understanding and over which they have
less control.”?® Tourism is, of course, a significant factor in globalization, both
economic and cultural, and it has become on some measures the largest
single employer in the world. In many places it is closely linked to commer-
cial sex, in what Brazilians term “prostiturismo.”*

The media is full of references to new centers of international prostitu-
tion, with cities like Tokyo, Dubai, and Istanbul often identified as centers of
anew internationalization of both workers and customers. The net site Club
Paradise offers “love trips” to once enemy territory in St. Petersburg, Kiey,
~ and Minsk; Planet Love offers links to sites such as Cuban Affairs and From
- Russia with Wife.® I've already discussed the case of Bangkok, which is often
portrayed as more exceptional than is probably the case. Despite the un-
” doubted boom in sex tourism to places such as Bangkok, Pataya, and Phuket,
-';j most prostitution in Thailzind depends upon@ustomers. It is conceiv-

-

/ able that widespread cross—national?rostim——ti‘c;n\v?iﬂ_ﬂﬁﬁgé both behaviors
" and emotions. One author has speculated that sexual tourism might lead to
W ::7 greater use of kissing and oral sex in some countries,® just as it is claimed that
. the availability of western pornography has created a demand for (heterosex-
2 ual) anal sex in China. In many parts of the world it is claimed that the threat
- of AIDS has increased the demand for underage prostitutes.

: Prostitution is hardly new, and it is difficult to distinguish between an
:actual Increase in commercial sex and an Increasing openness in acknowl-
‘edging it. Indeed it is possible that there is far less commercial sex in many
parts of the rich world now than a century ago, though this has probably
been more than compensated for by increases in other parts of the world,

‘, Aropean tourists who once saw the Mediterranean as a distant luxury now
o gliday in the Seychelles and Phuket; while women and men from Nigeria
" and Brazil sell themselves on the streets of Rome and Dusseldorf, and many
ants find their jobs as entertainers, maids, and nannies carry with them
expectation of sexual services. In my visits to Europe over the past ten
I have noticed a marked growth in commercial sex in gay saunas, with

ternationally prostitution appears to be increasing rapidly due to the spread (N
travel, migration, and liberal economic “development” across the globe. ) )
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young men from across the world using saunas as bases for illegal sex work, In
the process changing the ground rules on which such saunas have previously
rested, namely as sites for casual but noncommercial sex.

It is important to remember that tourism makes up only one part ofa
global flows of

movements—

vast movement between and within countries as a result of
people which involve the most and the least privileged. Such
involving “guest” workers, refugees, immigrants, soldiers, fishermen, and so

forth—-can have considerable impact on cultural and socioeconomic struc-

_tures. Neoliberalist policies, by hastening economic “growth” and the de-

struction of traditional supports, also force more people into what is in effect
indentured service (e.g, Filipina or Bangladeshi workers in the Gulf) and
prostitution.” Thus the economic collapse in Indonesia in 1997/98 was re-
flected in reports of a growth of commercial sex in Jakarta, where there is
some official attempt at regulation through compounds for prostitutes.® These
~compounds are made up of small rooms, big enough only for a bed and
wardrobe, where women both sleep and see clients; they are still prefer-
able—and safer—than working the sides of roads (as do waria prostitutes in
Jakarta) or the old Dutch cemetery in Surabaya.’
The collapse of Communism in Soviet/Eastern Furope has opened up
huge growth in sex work (as it has in injecting drug use): one estunate in mid-
1998 was that half a million women had been brought from the former So-
viet states into western Europe for prostitution in the past three years. The

same story spoke of huge increase of syphilis in Russia, Ukraine, and Belarus,

and drug use has similarly increased.'© But these figures may be an underesti- &

mate: the Ukrainian government believes 400,000 Ukrainian women alone

have moved west into various forms of prostitution since the collapse of the

1 Within Russia itself there is a marked growth of the visibility
Attwood observed, “more than a hint of re-

Soviet Union.
prostitution, and, as Lynne

0
(s_p()ect for these self-proclaimed ‘independent businesswomen.’” 2 In the last

. e )
couple of years observers claim that prostitution has reappeared in Cuba,

partly to cater for tourists.'® In the same way relaxation of China’s restric- A
of young Chinese women, known as
better life: “Popularized by sensa- :

tions on emigration have led to a flood

dalumei, who move to Taiwan in search of 2

tional stories of sexual exploitation in newspapers, the dalumei is a woman
who i most cases serves as a prostitute, willingly or otherwise, and who in

. . . b
some cases successfully disguises herself as a native and makes money as & 48 '

(.

\
\-‘

singer, waitress, bar hostess or beautician.” ™
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her whole body except for her hands and face.”'® (Alameddine claims that
Iran paid Lebanese women to wear traditional head covers.)

While prostitution is almost always portrayed in terms of women it also
involves a significant number of young men, although the dynamics of male
prostitution tend to be somewhat different. As Patrick Larvie commented in
respect to Brazil: “For many males the act of prostitution may actually be
more akin to a ritualized form of sexual transgression than the kind of sex-
for-money transaction which occurs commonly among female and transves-
tite sex workers.”!® It is not a new observation that many young men will

@ ?rosdmte themselves as a way of enjoying homosexual sex while retaining

"tHe illusion that they are not, themselves, “queer.” Whereas women are stig-
matized by being known as prostitutes, young men will often insist they are
really hustlers to avoid being thought of as homosexual.

Culturally, too, the images associated with male and female prostitu-
tion are rather different. While the female is seen as either a victim or as
glamorous but amoral (and therefore, ultimately, as in Traviata, a tragic fig-
ure), the male hustler is often depicted as predatory or violent, as in the nov-
¢ls of Genet or the real-life morality tales of famous men (Sal Mineo, Pasolini,
Versace) who have been slain by hustlers. Once again the redeemed (female)

prostitute has become a media stereotype, as in the Alm Pretty Woman or the

character of Megan in the television series Melrose Place. Against this thereis =

a tendency to portray male prostitution in poorer countries as involving a =
R T PP . o X E = o X

certain level of reciprocal “fun,” even when the underlying inequalities are

recognized.”

Male prostitution is probably more widespread than is often recog-
nized. One attempt by government officials in the early stages of the AIDS =

epidemic to estimate the numbers of male commercial sex workers con-

cluded there were “none” in China or Zambia; of the governments who re- :
sponded only France, Colombia, and the Czech Republic acknowledged 4
men might make up 10% or more of “commercial workers.”? This latter -
figure is likely to be widely duplicated in both rich and poor countries. There -
is less acknowledgment of men who provide paid services to women, al- =
though this is not uncommon in certain tourist destinations such as Bali, Sri
Lanka, the Dominican Republic, and the Gambia, where sexual liaisons are |
often accompanied by expensive presents rather than direct payment. In"
some cases casual liaisons lead to continuing relationships, possibly to lhc‘
emigration of the new boyfriend to his partner’s country. It is usually as- =

-

ceptable and respectable” —and stressed the flow of benefits to hotels, taxis

port.ant. The largest brothel in Bangladesh, in the port city of
-F..(?utsql—de Dhaka, is said to have 1,600 workers who live there with their fami-
; —.hes:" In 1998 the International Labour Organisation published a study of

A;prosﬂtution in four Southeast Asian countries, estimatin i
- Malaysia, the Philippines, and Thailand:

ithan a scourge to be eliminated, (Even so, the re

¢ fecommendations on the legal status of prostitution.)
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?umcd that such relationships must end disastrously, but financial advanta

s not always a bad reason for embarking upon a relationship .
W.In.lc there is now a considerable body of relevant research on scx‘ h

work this is rarely incorporated into wider theories of global political econl

omy. Indeed, despite its economic significance, prostitution remains largely

unanal.yzed as a business rather than a moral phenomenon, though inatrhg:sz

countries in western Europe and Australasia which have decriminalized cc;~

t:;ln f(?rms ?f commercial sex the sheer amounts of money involved are
- Changmg attitudes. Thus a front-page article in late 1998 in the Mclbournc.“-ﬁ i

Age’s busi i
g¢'s business section reported the growth of the sex industry as “more ac-!

and co AN 1 1 2
ndom manufacturcrs. 3 he article estimated Australia 10 have 3,000
3

" people employed in-the-sex i i i
R e 200 lcp Y 1e-sex industry, with almost a billion-dollar turnover in

gal and 350 illegal brothels, escort agencies, and massage parlors.

Britons are esti !
s are estimated to spend roughly three times as much, which is roughly

lhc same on a p(tl (_aplm baSlS- 1 = J B I
¢ 5 l
J 0“[\ ane-cu h[h ot thewr ex )Cndllluc on
gﬂl d ugb

In manv . : :
any poor countries the sex industry is proportionately more im-

Narayangan;

g that in Indonesia,

the number of workers earning a living directly or indirectly
would be several millions . .

from prostitution
- The sex sector in the four countries is estimated to
account for anywhere from 2 to 14 per cent of Gross Domestic Product, and the
r.evenues it generates are crucial to the livelihoods and earnings potential of mil-
lions of workers beyond the prostitutes themselves. Government authorities also —
collect substantial revenues in areas where prostitution thrives, illegally from bribes .
and corruption, but legally from licensing fees and taxes on the many hotels, bars

) )

restaurants and game rooms that flourish in its wake. % /

‘his report was very significant in that it suggested a move within the UN
L SYS

R . )
m toward recognizing sex work as an industry to be regulated, rather
l

port carefully avoids any

Not surprisingly, the

L
7

l./ . \



SEVERN
112

report created acrimonious debate with some governm.c'nts, part.iculz.irly from
Catholic Latin America, expressing considerable hostility to thlS. shift. .

In both rich and poor countries the rapidity of economic chan e is
increasing the sex trade. From the copious literaturf.: .avaxlfxble take };hlsthe);
ample from Nepal: “To the dismay of activists and citizens . groups, ri)h t:l :
have proliferated in the capital and other urban areas, keeping pace w1

sudden demand of [sig] sex-workers in Nepal. Says NGO activist Rana: ‘Sex

has begun to play a major role in Nepal’s tourism earnings, which .is unfortu-
nate.” Another facet of the sex trade is trafficking in women and girls, a huge

business in Nepal . . . According to a recent estimate by UNICEF, more than

= »27
300,000 Nepali women are reported to have been sold to Indian brothels.”#"

On a smaller scale there is now a similar trade in young women from Mo-
zambique into the brothels of Gape Town and ‘]ohannelsburg. The collapse:
of downtown Johannesburg has seen sex work along with dru'gs becomfa a‘ i
major industry in the ner-city area of Hillbrow, once 2 chic bohemian 4

quarter of the city.®

. . of
Fven in rich countries, sex work is often the most available means -

survival for those who are marginalized because of de

gration,
T

\galy OVerest
@_\,/ \ those who work In prostitution.

: =
1 ¢ s ore
Prostitution is central to any analysis of the sexual order—as is ml °3
i Y i explo= =
generally the relationship of money and sex. Thereisa need for some exp 5

ration of the erotic charge of paying and being paid, suggested in‘the c:hm 23
mon term “to spend” for male orgasm. Edmund White has written tha

family breakdowns, the collapse (zt; \_yglfare, and so“forth, alt}loug: ;
there are more middle-class sex workers, often working as rna‘s?eurs an'. :
“escorts” out of private apartments in the ritzy areas of lafge cities, thar% ;: =
sometimes acknowledged. (There have been a number of high-class call gn: '
in movies, and the murder of the fashion designer Versace by Andrew Cund'-
nan led to a flurry of media stories about “gay gigolos.”)* Indeed th'e‘ class
divide is very obvious in sex work, with a growing gap between the lcgmrr.l:?lc 3
;nd luxurio;xs brothels now operating in many western cities ‘and. the realities :
| of street work in most cities, rich or poor. Because of globalization the class

divide often overlaps with a racial one, with migrant wor‘kcrs from poor .

countries heavily overrepresented among the most marginalized part's of. the

industry. One of the arguments often made against su—wo.rk orgamzanons;'!
/f that .Lhey hugely overestimate lhe’gl'c;me_gt_gf;hoicwzllable to most 0 '-.*
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controlling) someone excites them in advance, after they come they feel in-

sulted.”** Some “johns” like to believe that sex work involves mutual exploi-
tation and reciprocity, claiming that the workers either “really” enjoy the sex,
or alternatively complaining that they are always ready to “rip off” the cli-
~ ent—or indeed both at once. In general it is one of the deepest illusions of
the client that he is special, and one which any successful worker will encour-
age. Yes, clients and workers may fall in love, but less often than the myths
- would suggest.

I do not wish to avoid the moral issues raised by prostitution: while
~ some feminist analyses seem to conflate all forms of sex for money in ways
which deny any agency on the part of the worker, it also seems likely that

- titution as the refuge of the most marginalized and self-hating: “To sell one-

* sexually and devalued socially,”* This is not to deny the very real abuses and

-exploitation which surround the sex Industry; it is to recognize that moral

- survive and uncalled for when people enjoy a real choice. In affluent societies
~ there are not inconsiderable numbers of porn actors and prostitutes who

parts of the world those who sell their bodies.do so. for-

- under appalling conditions. As Shivanan;&é Khan' wrote:

.. The term sex work appears to imply some form of equality in economic
~ and negotiating power, a labor contract between the customer and the pro-
- vider. But can this be true in a city like Calcutta, Mumbai or Dhaka, or in

and where significant numbers of such ‘workers®”

low the age of 14 are primary wage-earners for their family?»32
Prostitution is regulated very differently across the globe, with the only

| common element seeming to be hypocrisy, except perhaps in the case of Swe-

" den, which has now legislated to make the purchase of sexual services illegal,

2 welcome change from the usual tendency to blame the worker and ignore

the customer. Many jurisdictions do of course criminalize procurement and

imping, the most famous example being the American Mann Act ( 1910)

" family deprivation are rife,

3

. indignation is inadequate when people are forced into selling their bodies to

have chosen the business as a rational way of doing well in the world; in most ~,

“For the vast ma-~
Jority of people, sex work or whatever name-you give it, is a survival strategy

self implies one has a value (sexual in nature) and often a considerable value
- ... Through the view of morality the young prostitute finds himselfvaluc/d J

>

. most of those who “choose” prostitution do so under conditions of consider-, . )
* able constraint. At the same time we should avoid stereotypes which see pros-
B — —

I
AR

oL

. 7
survival, and often

- any city in a developing country where poverty, hunger, homelessness and i
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which prohibits the “knowing transportation or enticement or c?irc;zz :z
go from one place to another of a female for thfa purpo.se of prosfu u nn
interstate or foreign commerce.” Since the ﬁrst international conbere:icmer-
the prevention of trafficking in women in Paris in 1885 there have bee e
national moves to restrict the trading of womc.n for sexual purpc.)se ; o
both the League of Nations and the United Natlon§ addressed thz:1 1ssuet.inue
guments around trafficking (and not least the mear?mg. of the WOr l)jcon o
today.** Thailand retains the legal fiction that prostx@txon is illegal : ut gc;m_
ally t'ole.ratcs it:* on the other hand in many countries where there are

) E
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restructuring could remove the exploitation implicit in most sex work.?” Un-
fortunately—as is true of much ferinist theorizing—they
ignorant of gay male theory,

are almost totally
though they suggest there may be some signifi-
cant differences between heterosexual and homosexual prostitution without
saying what these may be.
Are there different moral traditions which view prostitution differently
~ across societies? Certainly there appear to be different attitudes, ranging
- from religious practices where young women enter into something equiva-
lent to prostitution under the control of priests, to societies which brand any
ited legal restrictions sex workers are consistently harassed. In Turkey, for woman who has sex outside marriage as a whore. But we need to be skeptical
ited le : :

, li brothels, and places considerable restrictions on of claims such as this from one development report:
S )
example, the state license e
women registered to work in them. Brothel owners are not require P d
N - 24 |
\ ' ployee oyers, an
social security contributions for their employees, as are other empl \;S X
. in ranks in the
the children of registered sex workers are debarred from certain t

y V 1 y ut
: ﬂ.tary or police Man WOmen now VOI’k OutSlde the 1egal S StCm, b
mill o

“Prostitution is accepted
as a traditional way of life among women of many of Rajasthan’s tribal com-

munities . . . with the income derived from sex work supporting entire com-

munities.”* (The very reference to “income”

suggests we might read the
word “traditional” with some skepticism.)

Sex work can be both oppressive ./

and liberating. But it is hard to argue that for most of those involved the |

x i assment, ' 3 .
face considerable police haras - latter outweighs the former.

The one generalization that is probably true is th{?\p_mhlbmor:;)?; ;2 ..
? the case of alcohol and drugs—-dﬂe's_r_@ﬁzork. More than thatt; prtf)i il
—-,;.-.'./i.ncrcasﬂs the risks to the health and security of workers, and. ?nE i i ) 3
‘nizcd crime. When the mayor of Manila closed dow'n the cnys ro'dcs—- k
few years ago he succeeded only in pushing the tradc. mt'o ad_]c?m;ni c1denial o3
or f;;l-ther underground. The criminalization of prosumn?n—an cmadon o

of basic civil rights to sex workers—is a significant factor in the. per;}c _

of a whole set of practices which amount to sexu'al s‘lavcry. In v.16w 0 sto >3
the extreme statements from feminist antiprostltu.tlor.l campal‘gne.rs 1 1sainsn
portant to note that sex-work organizations are active In Campaigning ag F:

1 1 1 1 and dC‘-; .
these abuses which include forcible 1rnprlsonrnent, rape, beatmgs,
5

The contradictions of the globalized sexual order arc caught in the

~ phenomenon of “mail-order brides,” so common a term that a Singapore

. writer used the phrase for a play exploring the phenomenon.®® There is a

- portrayal of one such woman in Priscilla, Queen of the Desert, which many Aus-
tralians criticized as unnecessarily racist. Unfortunately this is not an isolated

_ phenomenon; by 1998 there were almost 50,000 Filipina women in Austra-
. lia, many of whom had moved there to marry Australians. Many such mar-

i riages pair older and uneducated white Australians with young women des-

| Perate to emigrate, and research suggests that violence and in extreme cases ()

- murder can result from these marriages.*® There are, of course, many other / ~\'e

~ examples of successful and happy marriages, but too many of them are the |,/

- product of\'s/m‘xctural inc_ﬂa{i_t_jgs?v_hich set up unfortunate expectations from | | P

jﬁhe beginﬂﬁ?l‘re’c’dlﬂé%ﬁng a young man outside awégay bar in Manila—

he wa‘s:tag;oor to afford the drink which would allow him to go inside—

who told me his sister had married an Australian and he wanted to follow

her by finding a rich man who would take him away from the Philippines.

is counterparts are found in the many ads from young men in developing

countries looking for friendship that one finds in western gay newspapers, a
Iprising number from Ghana. (Why Ghana I am not sure but I have no-

/

nial of earnings. ‘ . b
I am sympathetic to the views of Hoigard and Finstad who argu
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116 '
ticed the phenomenon in both Australian and Swiss papers.) In the econo‘mlc
collapse of Russia in the late 1990s many women signed up with marriage

41
agencies, hoping to find a way of escape to the west.

knew pornography when he saw it, hardly covers the emergence of explicit
sex from under the counter to smart bookshops, and publishers such as X-
listed (owned by Little, Brown) and Black Lace (owned by Virgin).* There
are increasing moves to both mainstream and glamorize commercial sex.
Laurence O’Toole describes what he calls “th; fuﬁ-e of adult retail,” the
Fairvilla Megastore in Cape Canaveral, Florida.

THE NEW RESPECTABILITY OF PORNOGRAFPHY

[He] controlled a maze of one hundred and fifty corporations which numbered among their ac- A 14,000 square-foot, two storey, one-stop shopping experience, tapping into the
tivities and holdings a chain of bookstores, sirip joints and peep mouies coast o coast; mas-
sage parlors and nude-encounter studios in southwest US. and westerrf Canada; outlets for
leather goods and mechanical devices west of the Mississippr; sex boutzqu.e.r, topless bars, lop- .
less billiard parlors across the Sunbelt; a New Orleans car rental firm with topless chauffeurs. =
— Don DeLillo, Running Dog, 1978

still underexploited single women and couples market for sex in America. Here
people come and buy videos, sex toys, magazines, T-shirts, lingerie, greeting
cards—the whole range. Owned and operated by husband-and-wife team Bill and
Shari Murphy, Fairville provides a new kind of up-scale porn-buying experience,
more like shopping at Gap or Virgin than the traditional adult bookshop, with
hardwood floors, a forty foot domed ceiling with a galleried mezzanine floor and

ion i iscussion - o ‘ :
Over the past two decades there has been an explosion in the open discu an dfiing pon-i i e it Al e 8 s

and depiction of sex, so that what was once pornographic is now commOfl- 3
place. This is most obvious in the case of the United St‘atcs, whire the <:x1s;~
tence of the First Amendment proscribing any restrictlo'ns on freec'lom Z ‘
expression” means the courts have struggled Fo keep up with changes in Ex "3
lishing, film, and video (as we are reminded in 1:.hc film The People versus . r;ry : ;
Flynt), but changes in open depiction of se?(uahty have ai.fectet? most o 3 E
world. From the perspective of the 1990s, with its adult videos in hote’ls and
near naked advertisements, the battles of the 1960s over Wy Chal’“[erley ’s Lover,
and Henry Miller seem extraordinarily old-fashioned; in today’s far mt?rc
visual culture the Disney studios produce films which would have been in- ._
conceivable in the days when courts and governments struggled to p'rcser.\'c G-
decency. As late as 1969 I was involved in a. court case in Auftra.l*xga o(;er 3
importing the unexpurgated version of Gore Vidal’s Myra Breckenridge;*™ today -

. . P.:
Australian governments are seen as unnecessarily conservative when they &

It is interesting to compare his hype with the reaction of the journalist
Andrew Masterson to Sexpo, a sex-trade industry fair in Melbourne: “For
all of its purported democratisation and openness, much of the sex industry
present at Sexpo still evinces the values of a 19th-century circus freak show.
Isnot about sexuality, much less sensuality, but about the profitable objecti- P
* fication of women and the exploitation of men. It offers, not freedom, but ‘\fj
" commercial exchange, and in the ribbed, knobbc?:l??dl_atiifg::/ibfa—tiglg, ex- Lol
5 pagcmetraﬁve apparatus of sex ‘play,’ a sadism all the more
~ deceitful because of its guise of pleasure-giving,”*
i A With little attention from economists or the business press, pornog-
3 raphy has become big business. One 1997 estimate for the United States
~ claimed, “At $4.2 billion it’s a business twice as large as major league base-
© ball, three times as large as Disney’s theme park division, eight times as large
?’as Broadway.”# It is estimated that 8,000 to 9,000 porno films are made
~ each year in the States.* Most of the U.S. pornography industry is centered
\ in Los Angeles’s San Fernando Valley north of Hollywood, so much so that
one area is known locally as Silicone Valley. There is less material available
“on the development of the porn industry outside the United States. It is
7'clearly significant in Europe: in respectable hotels, in the Calvinist city of
- Geneva, I have watched twenty-four-hour television channels advertising
“both pornography and escort services featuring anatomically improbable
‘oung women with call-back numbers across Europe and the Middle East.

. 5 b
seek to enforce restrictions on “adult movies.
This is not the place for a long discussion of the debate on pornography

person’s pornography is another’s erotica—I personaﬂy" find the avc}:agt‘:
Hollywood movie depiction of violence far more of'fcnswe than muc rcl :
stricted “pornography,” while what 1s commonplace 1n most western cot::, _..
tries is totally banned (that is, forced underground) in other péjtS of ;[
world. The famous comment of one U.S. Supreme Court Justice that heis

-
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There is clearly a huge market for pornography in east Asia and a large
Japanese industry, which one estimate claims generates perhaps $10 billion
a year**—which if accurate is more than twice the U.S. figure.

4 Certainly pornography is very widely available in Japan, which Ian
Buruma sought to explain by reference to the particular repressions of, \]apz%—
nese society, though with uncharacteristically sufficient rigor in his analysis
to be fully convincing.® Japan also appears to place fewer restrictions on
child pornography (more accurately teenage pornography) than almost any-
where else—one estimate claimed that Japan produces four-fifths of all child
pornography.®' Active porn industries emerged in Hungary and Slovakia
after the fall of the Wall-—according to one German film producer eastern
European actors “cost less and do more.”*? And, as if to illustrate the somt?-
times bizarre circuits of globalization, a Russian television channel, TB-6, is

allegedly a significant source for “adult” movies in Bangladesh.”

A study by Hebditch and Anning in 1988 spoke of the international -

nature of the porn business and claimed there were a dozen or so “porn
barons” who dominated the industry, controlling more than 50% of the

trade.®* While they appear to equate “international” with transatlantic (no 4
mention in their book of the Japanese industry), they do offer some insight

into the increasingly legitimate business of pornography, and the existence
of firms which produce multiple magazines and videos. Among their “bar-
ons” is the German Beate Uhse, who when Hebditch and Anning wrote ran
a large business involving sex shops across Germany, with 550 staff and z.m
annual turnover of DM90 million: “Set in spacious grounds”—clearly writ-

= “« T
ers about the porn business are keen observers of architecture—*“the Uhse

building is more like a combination of a modern theatre and an art gallery =

than an office.”® There are now Beate Uhse shops across Germany, includ-

ing a very large one at Frankfurt Airport, and in 1999 the company was
floated, with 8 million shares being offered on Frankfurt’s secondary stock %

exchange.

The moves to mainstream pornography can be traced back to Hugh '
Hefner’s launch of Playboy magazine in 1953 with its combination of soft- =
core images of naked women and its appeal to upwardly mobile male con-
sumerism, a sort of under-the-counter version of the New Yorker®® As Bernard :
Arcand has remarked: “Playboy is without question a product of American
society . . . it is enough to draw attention to the typically modern cha.rac'lerig
of Hugh Hefner.”s” Playboy was followed by a slew of imitations, including = A

THE DEW COMMERCIALIZATION OF SEX 119

Penthouse and Hustler, and an attempt to create similar magazines for women
(whose main readership is probably homosexual men). By the following de-
cade standards of censorship were beginning to be relaxed across the western
world, making acceptable words and images which had previously been
banned. Almost too symbolically the deputy chief film censor in Australia
resigned in 1994 to become the country’s first X-rated moviemaker.® None-
theless, Playboy remained in business at the turn of the century, though with
declining readership.> Perhaps its publishers should take heart from reports
that the Dutch government provided copies of the magazine to its peace-
keepers in the former Yugoslavia.® _—
Among its other effects pornography helps spread certain sexual as- /'
sumptions—note the particular narrowness of U.S. gay porn which fcushxzqs-
muscular and tanned bodies to the exclusion of any other type. To look back .*
at the gay porn films of the 1970s is to recognize how gyms have htcrall\(/
reshaped the male body in the past two decades. Note too the nostalgia fo
the 197 Os as the “golden age” of porn—as deplcted in films like Boogie Nights
and The People versus Larry Flynt®'—a period which probably began with the
film Deep Throat (1972), the first porn movie to reach a mass audience. (It is
claimed that it grossed $100 million worldwide, and made its main actors,
Linda Lovelace and Harry Reems, the first widely recognized porn stars.)™
Films became more sophisticated with plot lines and recognized stars, and
there developed both an academic interest in and a bitter feminist debate
about pornography, which causcd deep rifts in the women’s movement, par-
ticularly in the United States,
Increasingly the line between pornography and mainstream entertain-

ment has collapsed. “Over the past decade,” Barbara Creed has written,

“the cinema’s life-long flirtation with sexuality and eroticism reached a high

. point when Sharon Stone uncrossed her legs in Basic Instinct, revealing a brief

3 glimpse of skin and pubic hair. With the first above-ground beaver shot the
- ’. dividing line between mainstream and pornographic cinema collapsed.”®
" In the late 1980s a number of European television channels started broad-
fcastmg soft-core pornography, leading to attempts by British authorities to
- Testrict them in the name of “good taste and decency.”® But increasingly
" pornography was establishing itself as a semilegitimate (and significant) in-
* dustry;, with its main outlets through cable television and suburban video
. stores (more than a quarter of the American home video industry’s revenue

-4 ‘was estimated to come from pornography).** However, these outlets in turn



/

{

120 SEVERN

were under threat from the possibilities of using the Internet to deliver por-
nography, and there is currently a continuing race between the technology,
which is increasing the speed and accuracy with which one can download
images, and those who would control the content of the net.”

New technologies, especially video, have transformed pornography by
reducing the cost of production and making movies available for home use.
Most video stores feature an “adult section,” and increasingly hotels and mo-
tels offer pornography as part of “in-room entertainment” (with sometimes
elaborate precautions against use by minors). In the same way the develop-

/ment of chatrooms and porn sites on the Internet means that sexual desires
can be globalized despite attempts to control them by governments and fami-

\lies. In 1998}&5{ police action in a number of countries closed down an

Internet group known as wOnderland which facilitated the exchange of sex-
ual images of children, claimed to have members in over forty countries, and
was protected by codes which allegedly came from the former Soviet KGB,”
and the FBI has been increasing its hunt for “travellers, people who troll the
net for impressionable children, trying to persuade them to meet for sex in
the real world.”® In this light the attempts of Canadian customs to prevent
the import of pornography from the States or the censorship of “western
decadence” by paternalistic governments seems oddly old-fashioned. The
Singapore government, for example, banned the films The First Wives Club
and Eyes Wide Shut, allegedly because of lesbian references. But the Singapore
authorities have also been leaders in trying to limit access of children to “un-
desirable” sites on the web. “Your child could be a victim on the net,” pro-
claimed a full-page advertisement for the major Singapore Internet service
provider: “The World Wide Web has been a safety haven for social deviants
of the world—flesh-traders, hate-mongers, advocators [sic] of dissent have
all gathered there to give volume to their voices.”*

Not only pornography seems to be ubiquitous, but there has been a
marked increase in the spread of live sex shows to places like downtown Mel-
bourne and Toronto.” Phone sex is now an international business which
the Economist claims “has been a boon of midget countries such as Moldova,
Guyana and the Netherlands Antilles. Their short dialling codes mean that
the punter may think he is dialling a domestic long-distance number rather
than making an expensive international call. In 1993 Guyana’s revenue from
telecommunications traffic came to a startling 40% of national GNP””! The
hero of the novel Tokyo Vanilla first explores his homosexuality through the
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phone: “More and more of the advertisements . . . were being devoted to the

new telephone services: sex tapes, message banks, dial Q2’s, and telephone
clubs.”??

—_

Note as ever the ambiguities of globalization: the west is simultaneously, /.

the source of moral strictures and of’ th;ommodiﬁcaﬁon »;fhich undoes them,

Many of the “traditional” taboos invoked as needing defending against glob- 7

alization are in fact the product of earlier imported ideologies, whether they
be Christianity in the Pacific and Africa or Communism in China and Cuba.
The attempts by governments such as the Chinese to foster economic growth
without the corresponding “freedoms™ of the west are unlikely to prevent a
growth .in sexual consumerism, whether because of the sorts of economic
inequality -foﬁéa—gi_ﬁggliberal economics, the impact of new styles and
tastes brought about through affluence, the influx of tourists, or the greater

mobility and access to western ideas through travel and electronic communi-
cations.

) |
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Squaring the Circle:
The Battle for “Traditional” Moraliy

] 1 t we are
Frantic orthodoxy is never rooted in faith but in doubt. It is when we are not sure tha

doubly sure. — Reinhold Niebuhr

. A 999,
Speaking at the World Economic Forum in Davos at the begmnmg of 1 o
i ini i Lee Kuan Yew, spoke of his concerns
the senior minister of Singapore, . ; '
travel and new technologies threatened to destroy the cohesion (?f Sl;lg.ap?r
society. “Once you abandon the responsibility that comes with rn?giflg
childrf;n into the world,” he said, “we become as feckless as some societies
elsewhere.”! .
Meanwhile halfway across the world the Republican prosecutors v1v.h0
vere beseeching the Senate to impeach President Clinton were strugE 1zg
\’ i t
with the same paradox that bothered Lee. The social changes wr;)lug h y
’ av-
“alobalization have fundamentally changed the norms around sex;ll fa e
j o : 1L o _“ . 23 113 bie b n -
ior, and im}le divide between - private” 5129 }pubhc ?.VC 1 "
.du-ced new\x&n_esai_ad'l tensions into everyday political life. We are consda u)
e . shifti in which it is gradually
1 f a shifting global order, in w
struggling to make sense o i ! e
I i tional capitalism is both cap
becoming apparent that interna : ' ’
tling almost all areas of life and of generating huge movements of resistance

1 1 turn to an
the most potent of which are likely to appeal to a yearning to retu

imagined past in which the “traditional” sex/gender order syrnbohze(}i1 aso-
ciety in which the social order was widely understood and slow to ¢ angc. g
When I began this book in 1998 one read stories of women being

forced into compulsory segregation by the new fundamentalist Taliban re-

ime in Afghanistan,? while in the United States the lynching of.' a young ga}; ;
ian Matthew Shepard, came to symbolize the extent to which hatred o i

its own stories
homosexuals could go. While almost every country could offer its o

+
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of sexual hysteria and the politicization of issues around sexual morality,
there did seem to be a common element In the concerns expressed about the

*"Eﬁlﬁdlg of social _’c_}_x?n'gc and its QDR@ES.-QM.M@EQOL )
Sometimes such politicization has taken the form of explicitly antiwestern
attacks, as in criticisms in Russia of sex education as leading to “a violation
of the ecology of the soul”? or the mob attacks in late 1998 on Indian cine-
mas showing Deepa Mehta’s film Fire, about a love affair between two sisters-
in-law, led by the Hindu group Shiv Sena, which claimed the film was an
affront to national morality. Meanwhile rising divorce rates in China—na-
tionally 13% but over 25% in some of the largest cities—provoked a national
debate about whether to criminalize adultery, as increasing numbers of
women were abandoned by their husbands,

Perhaps the best way of understanding the links between, say, the
Moral Majority in the United States and the Taliban in Afghanistan, is to
see them as both reactions to rapid social and economic change—in other
words to globalization itself, Both cases represent a retreat from and attack
upon secularism and. r_a‘ti_qqalitg and a_c‘lc—iékrﬁfr{éﬁon to break down the di- -
Vidgr>b_e'tw23Eﬁ'm_tgﬁ}ﬁﬁgious._an,djhg political. Fundamentalism is itsell gen-
dered, and while it may be backed by some women it usually displays itself as’,
a form of masculine assertion in the face of discomfort due to social change.®,

= 7
Discussing the tendency of fundamentalists to concentrate on the control of

¢ women’s bodies, Karen Brown argues that “fundamentalism is born in times

and places where, for a variety of reasons, the world suddenly seems_too |1
complex to comprehend” and often arises “where social, cultural and eco-
n—cFicme?_i's“up_ﬁ;r grabs.”* Under such conditions, appealing 1o sexual
fears and insecurities is a likely.response from both government and non-
governmental sectors,-as breakdowns in the old gender/sexual order, ofien
a dirccn-pmduqt_p\f,glghaiizaljggi_betc__c:)r}xé a target for botb_&ghg and Lefi.
This is most obvious in fundamentalist movements, whether in Algeria or in
North America, but huge confusion around these issues is reflected almost
everywhere. There is-a rich symbolism to the story about the first-ever beauty) -
contest in Rabat, Mqrjp_c_éb, where opposition from fundamentalists led, not ,{'
to the canceling of the event, but to contestants parading in ankle—lengthll
 caftans, their hoods serving as veils.® o
This sort of fundamentalism is often expressed as a desire to exclude
 the rest of the world, and reaches its apogee in the horrific killings of the

. Khmer Rouge or today’s Algerian terrorist attacks on anyone who disagrees

~5
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with them. The juxtaposition of these two examples reminds us that funda-
mentalism need not rest upon religious beliefs; the political fundamenta_hsm
of Pol Pot or the Nazis shared with religious fundamentalism the desire to
exterminate, quite literally; all divergence within society. As the world be:-
comes more and more subject to the influence and images of consumer capi-
talism the attempts to reject globalizafion may well become m'orc savage,
whether in the name of religion, tradition, or national sovereignty (as in
_Burma and North Korea). V. S. Naipaul suggested that the strengthening of
Islami in Malaysia is in part to create a bulwark against the forces of global-
ization,’ and ultra-Orthodox Jews in Israel warn against the Internet because
of its links to the outside world.? B
There seems to be a remarkably widespread belief that we are living
through a period of collapsing moral values. In terms which would a.pplyf
equallv to many rich countries, Carol Jenkins wrote of Papua New Guinea:
- Guinea’s | elders (as elsewhere) and almost every man and woman in an op-

portunistic sample of over 400 persons interviewed throughout the nation in

1991 believed that sexual behavior had increased in licentiousness. ?9 In Laos g

government officials bemoan the declining morality of ¢ yo‘uth, " gnom‘lg T.hc
fact that it is largely a consequence of their own economic policies. Similar
beliefs and contradictions seem to underlie calls for a return to moral conser-
vatism in the United States from the Christian right and movements such as

True Love Waits, which since 1993 has sought to pledge teenagers to abstain

from premarital sex. ‘ K
Central to all these forms of fundamentalism is a view of the world 1n

which there is no room for uncertainty or ambiguity, and a hostility to what

is scen as foreign and cosmopolitan threats to an imagined national or ethnic =

it: i ist’s own comimu-
identity. As Lynn Freedman put it: “While the fundamentalist’s

nity is reinvented with a righteous and glorious past, the Other is dcr.nomsed
and vilified, thus lending an apocalyptic quality to the battle th'at is loo.m- 3
ing””'* Often national and religious identities are linked to a partlcul'ar view |
_6f women, who are both venerated as the defenders of moral purl?y an.d e
( feared for their sexuality, which risks escaping total male control. While this

sort of analysis is common to the western perception of fandamentalist Isiam,
. . . i
very similar factors existed in the creation of the myth of white Souther

. (13 : 33 1' 'Ous
womanhood, or in the contemporary rhetoric of the profamily” religi
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right. This is most apparent when we consider th¢ role > of orgamzed rchgmn
probably the-most powerful force in opposing the changes in morality and
the sex/gender order brought about by global markéts and neoliberal eco-
noqus. "(Pope John Paul 11, for all his anti-Communism, has been also criti-~
cal of what he regards as the excesses of capitalism.) After the Clinton admin-
istration reversed the hard line against abortion adopted by the United States
under Reagan and Bush, the Vatican became the leading international expo-
nent of this position, and lobbied strenuously at the 1994 Cairo conference

to prevent any acceptance of abortion in the final document, with support
from some Islamic countries.

been depicted by their opponents in exclusively sexual terms, with feminism
often equated with promiscuity and lesbianism in an attempt to discredit it.

- Thus the proposed Equal Rights Amendment to the US. Constitution was
 attacked as leading to unisex toilets, the use of women in combat, and the

. legalization of gay marriage, and was defeated after a failure to win ratifica-

tion in enough state legislatures.!? Equally fear of pregnancy and venereal

disease were major factors used in winning women’s support for “tradi-

. tional” morality until biomedical developments made them less persuasive
arguments. There were both Left and Right versions of this, with Commu-
. nists blaming capitalism for prostitution and the degradation of women, and /.
the Right speaking of radical leftists undermining morality with subversive |
ideas of female equality and free love.

It is hardly surprising that sexual panics are so central to many of the
angry reactions against social change, for even non-Freudians can recognize

. the extent to which fear of change is often based on unconscious fears of
& - rampant sexuality. Think of the sexual scripts underlying the Ku Klux Klan’s
:',: hatred of blacks or the “redneck” reaction to hippies in the sixties, depicted

in the film Easy Rider. Only those over fifty can remember the extraordinary
fury which greeted the fashion for young men in the 1960s to grow their

* hair long, a reaction which seemed born of a whole set of sexual and gender
f anxieties, although for some years immigration officials in some east Asian
_ countries would order instant haircuts for young men whose locks were too
~ long. Despite the largely unconscious homoerotic undertones to much ex-
. tremist politics, these tend to coexist with passionate hostility toward any

- acknowledgment of homosexuality, as among contemporary European skin-

Through the century movements for cquality for women have often “~

Fa U]
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heads or American right-wing groups. Thus crazies like the Phineas Priest-
hood oppose the banking system and interracial marriage and “want to root
sodomites from the land.” "

That there is a sexual element to racism is now widely acknowledged,
and fears of the exotic “other” are fueled by the increase in migration and
population movements which now are an indispensable part of the global
economy. In both the pre-Civil Rights South and apartheid South Africa

/7there was an obsession with “racial purity,” reflected in stringent laws against

- %"k “miscegenation.” It is hardly surprising that one observer claims that since

% * the end of apartheid “[i]nter-racial and gay sex . . . crop up more frequently
in South Africa’s advertising than they do in that of most western coun-
tries.”™* More recently there have been echoes of fear of sexual mixing across
race and religious lines in virulent anti-immigrant feelings in many parts of
Europe, while the Ku Klux Klan has added hatred of homosexuals and abor-
tionists to its earlier fears of racial mixing.

; Scapegoating around sex has a long history, with prostitution and vene-
/ real disease commonly blamed on foreigners—syphilis was commonly asso-
1l.\, ciated with any nationality but the speaker’s own. Equally, sexual fears and
" antasies have often played a significant role in persecutions, whether it be

the medieval crusades against the Albigensians, feared for their vows of chas-
tity, or the stereotypes of predatory sexual monsters deployed against the |
Chinese in nineteenth-century America, or thejewwﬂmany. Such g
. persecutions result from what Stanley Cohen called f\‘moral panicsy)’ a condi- 2
tion where “a condition, episode, person or group of-persors emerges t0
become defined as a threat to societal values and interests.”'* In his overview
of the concept Kenneth Thompson links the apparent frequency of “moral
panics” in the contemporary world to the sorts of structural, technological, .'
cultural, and discursive changes which constitute whmTégarded
as const:xtu;ng “globalization,” though he does not use this term.'® “Moral =
panics” need not center on issues of sexuality, though they will usually have |

N |

some sexual overtones. .
In his discussion of the reaction to the growth of pornography and free =

discussion of sexuality in post-perestroika Russia Igor Kon uses the term “moral’
panic,”!” and recurring panics over race, drugs, and youth, though often ex- b
pressed in terms of threats to “law and order,” tend to conjure up images of &
wild and uncontrolled teenage sexuality. The arguments around “trafficking -

. < 187 1 =
in women,” already discussed, can be related to “moral panics” in a number =8

—

-

—
-~
\ 5\

. section 28, which banned local governments from

,;‘-. very real fears and anxieties brought about through rapid economic change
.~ onto the alleged_social disintegration represented by rising divorce, single
mothers, lesbian and gay assertion, and other symbols of a changing sex/ '

>

~ gender order. Both also understood the need for the Right at the end of the ~

~ home. (

~ probably believed the arguments of such capitalist triumphalists

AGildcx‘ and Charles Murray, who argued that reducing welfare and strength- '\/
- ening the free market would enhance family stability, despite the consider-
. “able evidence around them to the contrary.?!

E (13 0 . ol
 for “getting tough on welfare” was quite explicitly to link new welfare restric-
- tions to fears of the alle
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of countries revolving around both fear of sexuality and dislike of the ways

In which migration is changing the social order. Interestingly there are ex-
amples of such panics both in countries which are the source and in those

- which are th ipi immi 1 issi
: € recipients of immigrant sex workers. Doezema cites mission

€ave

P

(

and national pride as justifications for denying women permission to |
as specific populist reactions {
a
Swated app \ M

workers and police in Nigeria and Romania appealing to traditional values
the coungr.y.'—s\\

i >

Moral panicst can be understood both . |
and as @cuj&dggpcals by political and economic elites to these rcacdon;
as ways of winning popular support for other policy shifts. Both Reagan and ~

. Thatcher were skillful in combining neoliberal economics with social conser-

vatism, using the rhetoric of “family values” and “traditional morality” to

. . 2y " . . 4 ; Y ]
disguise the extent to which their own policies were undermining the social % ‘{
fabric. Thus Reagan adopted a very hard line against abortion, and Thatcher

introduced restrictions on the discussion of homosexuality—the infamous

“intentionally promoting
hich was reversed by the Blair government (not without
opposition) in 2000. Such measures were calculated Lo win support from
conservative working-class workers who might not be enchanted by the at-

tacks on unions and the dismantling of welfare problems which were central
to both leaders’ programs.2°

homoscxuality,’ LR

Both Reagan and Thatcher understood the possibility of é'jsplziahg the

f

Cold War to replace the external enemy of Communism with one closer to

Of course other sorts of issues and groups, most notably immigrants

;_and ethnic minorities, have been seized on as scapegoats in many industrial-

Jized countries to explain the casualties of neoliberal economics.) And both

as George A
\

& J

One of the Justifications of conservative politicians in the United States
~
g‘cd_§exual degeneracy of the poor, as in attacks on L

—~ s



F} thxch all sorts of sex panics can be generated.* Rather like syphilis the mmal
stages of AIDS are frequently blamed on forexgners Early in the epldemlc
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Gmmen who, it was claimed, sought to become pregnant in order to qualify z
for single-parent benefits. Weighing in on the side of the welfare “reform”
espoused by conservative Republicans in the 1990s, Murray declared that "
“h llegitimacy is the most important social problem of our time . . . because '- _“‘

it drives cverything else.”?* Symbolically the welfare reforms ﬁnally enacted

in 1996 were known as the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity ':f

Reconciliation Act, which stated in its preamble that the Congress finds 8

“1: marriage is the foundation of a successful society; 2: marriage is an essen-

tial institution of a successful society which promotes the interests of chil- =
dren.” Similarly, highly publicized campaigns to close brothels have been = =
frequent device of politicians secking, as Ian Buruma wrote of one such cam- |
paign-in Taipei, to establish “public probity and private virtue.”#

In the contemporary world AIDS has become a central focus around

Japmcse officials claimed they would avoxd "AIDS because they had “no ho-
» and gay bars banned foreigners on the grounds that they might carry
mfcctlon 2 In his remarkable study of Japanese denial of HIV, John Treat
suggests that it was fueled by both fear of the foreign and a particular sort 0 ;
voyeurism, allowing for a displacement onto others, especially Americans/
" An Egyptian film, Love in Taba, shown on television in 1992, tells of the sedue="
, tion of three Egyptian men by western women, who leave them/ note say“mg

) “Welcome to the world of AIDS”? (in other versions of this story the women =
*are explicitly Israeli). As late as 1998, reports from Pakistan suggested thats :
HIV was being still linked with “the impact of western society.”?® In one
_ sense, as the argument of this book illustrates, there is some truth to this, bu a
" one fears the stereotyping of western decadence is being used as an eXCUse -
to avoid honesty about both sexual behavior and needle use in Pakistan. In
the same way I have met Vietnamese officials who claim their prostltutcs
come from Cambodia and their drug users from China. In all these cases =
the metaphor of contamination is clear: fear of HIV merges with a large,t; %
and more amorphous fear of being infected by foreigners. B-
Many of these panics are about creating AIDS as the domain of “thes

other,” through the demonization of “foreigners,” of the bisexual man, of the
promiscuous black stud, of the sex worker, and so forth. Examples of all of 5
these abound in the twenty-year history of the epidemic, when it has bcc
common for particular individuals who could be defined as “AIDS carriers’ "

g
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; to beco
me convenient scapegoats for a whole set of unexamined fears and

un CS Such Scapc Q_?lﬂ has nO[ mfrequendy been 7~ )
PhObla-S In wes UI g / |
hnked to IaCIal stereoty \\ l[h pal thulaI‘ hyStCI‘la around pOSlthe Afrlcan / \ o /

4 men whxd’ﬂ:ﬂﬁ\'s‘cTn existing myths about hypersexuality and fears of AIDS ) ~~—
as particularly linked to Africa.?? Fear of infection has become a new urban

. myth, as in stories of people holding up banks by threatening to use infected

(e o

needl
es on the tellers. Other cases are more serious; there is at least one

- a
- apparently accurate report of a man being burned to death in a village in

'- India because he was “
- suspected of spreadmg AIDS through a syringe needle

.. molesting women.”30 L0 4

Beyond the stcreotypmg of AIDS as “a forctgn d;scue thi!’ s

he 1mplcmen-
* tation of prevention programs leads to ) larger mo'a_é_‘“rguments about sexual
(and injecting) behavior. Thus after at Teast tenryearsof HIV- -prevention work
- in the Philippines a spokesman for the Catholic Bishops’ Conference ¢ lrd
- say that “[t]he solution is that husbands should remajn faithful to their w(jtes
and then there is no AIDS.”3! Monsignor Quitorio’s statement ignored one
 of the real dilemmas in HIV work, namely that those at risk are often them-" :
sclves monogamous and yet, as is true for women in most cultures, not in a..
position to demand monogamy from their partners. The larger point is that
the epidemic has created a series of issues around which defenders of “tra-
. ditional morality” have been forced to make painful choices, involving a rec-
Ognition that public health measures to prevent transmission of HIV and
Other sexually transmitted infections often conflict with dominant religio
codcs Many countries have seen bitter battles over moves to advertlsf:g:olxif

‘dom
s, to develop sex-education programs in schools, or to openly discuss
OmOSC\uahty e

Since the' 1990s sex tourism/ pedophlha scares, have served as moral
/ amcs which displace real issues of social JMdevelopment Genuine
3l dlgnanon at horror stories of children being sold into the sex industry are
casily inflated, so that absurd claims show up in pamphlets and on thrz In-
“fernet, such as the assertion that “in Thailand 12% of the GDP comes from
(;hxld prostitution.”* Partly due to the work of End Child Prostitution, Por-
Hography, and Trafficking (ECPAT) there has been an increase in arrests
1or pedophilia in Southeast Asia as western nations legislated to criminalize
cdophlha even when it occurs outside national borders. (ECPAT was estab-
; shed in Bangkok in 1990 by a group of NGO workers, and now has chap-

TS in almost thirty countries, both rich and poor. It joined with UNICEF

L.

e
o
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. . t :
nd the Swedish government to organize the first World Congress agains
c £ Children in 1996, which was attended

Commercial Sexual Exploitation o

by 122 governments.)

. . f '
Thailand itself has proscribed paid sex with anyone under the age o E

1 legislation. One MP
cighteen, although it took a long struggle to pass the legt

who sponsored the 1996 bill said that some héd critic-ized moves to pl::::
those who sold their children into prostitution “as runmng contrary ,t,c;:] i
requiring children to respect, obey and be g.ratcful to t.hexr parents}.1 = :me
followed suit in 1999, setting the age for paid sex at e'1ghteen, bot! abl' o
and abroad. While there have already been occasional much-publici

i jtution in several
trials of tourists for purchasing the services of underage prostitution

i ! islati han sym-
Asidn countries, it is hard to believe that this legislation has more t ym 4

bolic importance.

While there is a great deal written about the growth of child prostl;lu- 3
tion. above all in Southeast Asia, it is extremely difficult to get accurate ng- =

i 1ti J ¢ would dispute that someone. =
ures. Part of the problem is definitional: no on . :

of eight is a child, but what about a girl or boy of four'tee e e
ublished figures defining anyone under the age of eighteen as .a c , 0..
; (with 450,000) and the United States (with 300,00 };:

their estimates India

were far ahead of Thailand, the Philippines, and Cambodia in the num-_

bers of children working as prostitutes.** Yet given the realitie's (?f life m'm:re&‘.n.
such as Calcutta and Manila—or Elizabeth, New Jersey—1is 1t meamngh

28

1 g hese purposesi -

1 1 —vear-olds as “children” for t )

to include sixteen- and seventeen-y "
hose

When the London Sunday Mirror ran allegations against science ﬁctloria
Arthur Clarke for having sex with boys in Sri Lanka, one of the “boys” w

testimony : — 3
younger children have been conscripted as soldiers into the ongo

prostitution 1S

existing arrangements?
1t becomes convenient for both local governments an

campaigners to p

ing the beaches and bars of Sri Lanka or the Do

a minor figure either in

UNICEF study in the Philippines suggested 80% of child sexual abusc. wﬂ_- :
L . 3 «: \ E
by locals.)*® There are growing reports of police uncovering “internation: :

ime®—in a country where far =

d was seventeen at the time e

they quote -

finition of

war. Moreover how reliable can such figures be, when the very de N >
‘ ' .. 3

vague and often law enforcement authorities have a stake s

d western mor l

[0)¢ tray [)ed()phlha as thc pIOduCt Of an (T\.Pa.[ldulg mternas
tional sex t VE d n ggcs S gIl p p y p : '
0] 1 SEX I‘adc, cven though eviaence su t t.hc fOI €1, edo hlle TOW

maintaining prostitution or in child abuse. (A 198 g
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rings” of child pornography and prostitution, and such reports commonly
blur such vital distinctions as that between six- and fifteen-year-olds. The
pedophile is almost always cast as male, but ECPAT has also claimed that

some western women are sexually abusing “boys” at the Vietnamese coastal
city of Hoi An.¥

In some ways the panic about sex with children is a displacement of

earlier panics about homosexuality, revealed in the emphasis on protecting
children in antihomosexual campaigns and the disproportionate emphasis
. on homosexual pederasty, even though it makes up only a minority of “sex
* abuse” of children.® It appears that the hostility which could be displayed in
" attacks on homosexuals in the recent past, but which is now both ideologi-

Y cally politically incorrect and likely to upset significant interest groups, is in-
. creasingly displaced into a new mythology of the omnipresent figure of the
\ child molester, who can be painted as unproblematically evil and often pro-
~ tected by powerful friends. This was a feature of the hysteria around pedo-
philia which accompanied a highly publicized series of investigations in the
* Australian state of New South Wales in the late 1990s,% which led to several
suicides of people named as pedophiles.

Equivalent panics can be found in the past, but globalization allows for
their internationalization, so that stories of pederasty around public figures
* like Michael JacksMark off panics across the world. Michael Jackson’s
_prominence from the mid-1980s on as a global superstar— 100,000 concert
tickets were sold when he appeared in Bangkok in 1993, a record for Thai-

land—meant global media attention to the allegations of child sexual moles-

dignation which appears to transcend any divisions of nation, class, or race,
_ and permit the media and politicians in both rich and poor countries to
~ avoid facing up to far more difficult issues like the systemic abuse and exploi-

. tation of children as a result of structural adjustment and global economics.

The qu-csti_dﬁﬂc—).f pedophilia is_a-particular problem for gay men, who
¢ often caught between two conflicting pressures. On the one hand there
s a constant tendency in the media to conflate pederasty with homosexuality,
d_espite the fact that the most common form of child molestation is of girls
By older men; on the other-many gay men know from their own experience
that teenage boys are often the initiators of sexual contact with adult men,
"énd are aware of the hypocrisy which often sets the age of legal consent at a

- higher level for homosexual sex. Some of the most interesting contemporary

lation that same year.** Such allegzitions allow a display of self-righteous in-~"

e~
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i 1 hink of Scott
gay literature grows out of these conflicts—in recent years I t

) dl
Helm S A{} stenious Sklﬂ 1\(‘:31 Drlnl’lalls Glole 1 upf)et; alld Matthew Sta ers

an O d b 1 b \ t) \Y h 1ssuc
4 [a S‘[e"l 2111 f\Vthh can be ea.d as some Vhat ampl alent about the

interro-
*chi a4 nonetheless concerned to
of sex between adults and ‘children”*! but

jonalist novels
ate the issues seriously. More common of course are sensatio
g

5 . «
Su(l] as / uldr(:\\' Va.ChSS S Ba”na". 7 ne ljltlnlale EL'ZZ, Wh()SC cover Sp(:aks Of the

1 . those who traffic
most vicious and remorseless enemies he has ever faced . .

. o . land,
in the flesh of children.”*? The novel is setin a disguised version of Thailan
n .

21[1(1 VaChSS Subsequend> Caned f()I a total b()ycott 0{ I llal pIOdUCtS m pIOteSt
g V ragement fOr thC S(:)\Ua]. explolta.tlon Of Chll
at alle (:d gO )ernment €ncou
S t 1 I }lel e 1S at 1Cast one recent htCI ar y CXplOI ation
d]en as a tourt t attraction.

f female pedophilia, in A. M. Homes's tour de force The End of Alice, which
o1 1e a, .

3 . “
is far more ghoulish than the gay wriungs mentioned.

cLO8AL:
Il THE HEART OF THE
THE PARADOX OF THE UNITED STATES

Sex. In America an obsession. In other parts of the world a fact.

—Rabih Alameddine, Koolaids, 1998 5

While Communists and fundamentalists alike in nonw

o i
blame the rapid shifts in the gender/ sexual order on foreign mﬂlslences,. t1S . :
. . oIf
1 heir fears within the United States, 1 3
difficult for those who share t ' "
s ce of many of the globalizing changes responsible for these shlftf -

the sour

i ] hich
Yet moral panics seem particularly apparent in the United States, W

i r successful consume
characterized by the constant tension between hugclz j‘u’c_gc‘sfur

i ich so bew
sm and deeply entrenched puritan values—the contrast which

ism _a
Ism 2

dered foreigners when 1

sexual ethic, two constructi s b : b
which Americans think about sexuality. * This 1s. s.ymbohzej by "y
myths of America’s foundation, as a place for individual freedom 3

' e unable
refuge for those whose religious beliefs were so strong they wer

i h has much 0}
in Europe. Necdless to say neither myt <h 68
s iy . ¢ displaced in the name of fre.I

say to the indigenous population who wer S
dom.” nor to the descendants of those brought to America
)

. ool
The United States has always been caught between 1ts dual heritage O i

-

estern countries can: =

* caused by globalization, are helping produce ne
~ around sexuality in the United States." Th
- - 3 e e . .
ties in other rich western countries not produce the same fixation on sexual-
& ;ity, and the same polarization around issues of sex and gender? While some
issues of sexual regulation have produced great anxieties in other western
* countries—abortion in Germany, Ireland, and Poland; homosexuality in
- Britain—there is far less evidence of the passions which have produced

- . . s
t was played out in the Clinton trials. As Steven Seid=3

i ibertarian
n put it: “Americans are divided between a romantic and a lib ]
ol . ons which serve as master frameworks throug'_' 7
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religious puritanism and liberal capitalism. As Richard Hofstadter pointed
out in his classic essay “The Paranoid Style in American Politics”:

The sexual freedom often attributed to [the enemy], his lack of moral inhibition,
his possession of especially effective techniques for fulfilling his desires, give expo-
nents of the paranoid style an opportunity to project and freely express unaccept-
able aspects of their own minds. Priests and Mormon patriarchs were commonly

thought to have especial attraction for women, and hence licentious privilege.

Thus Catholics and Mormons—later Negroes and Jews—Ilent themselves to a pre-

occupation with illicit sex. Very often the fantasies of true helievers serve as strong

sado-masochistic outlets, vividly expressed, for example, in the concern of anti-

Masons with the alleged cruelty of Masonic punishments.

This was written in 1963, but the contradictions have never been as
sharp as in the past twenty years.* Changes in the nature of the economy, the
emergence of a society dependent on mass consumption, and the relentless
colonization of almost all areas of life by huge corporations make it increas-
ingly difficult to maintain simultaneously the market economy and the puri-
tan ethos. Thus religious conservatives have boycotted the Walt Disney Com-

. pany {owner of the ABC network) over several of its shows, such as the

television series Ellen, and Republican House leader Newt Gingrich pointed

- to what he saw as the “degeneracy” of contemporary popular culture: “Look

at the sick signals we are now sending through the entertainment industry

and popular culture. Is it any wonder that society is so confused if not down-

* right degenerate?”

Gilbert Herdt has argued that certain economic and political changes, -

w anxietics and responses

question is why do similar anxie-

- bombings of abortion clinics and lynchings of gay men in the United States.>
- :_E\v'cn Ireland, with its deeply Catholic culture, has considerably relaxed pre-
criptions against abortion, though not without very bitter debates which
" have stressed the identification between Catholic doctrines and “Irish-

s ness.”®! The reason for the passions around sexuality in America would seem
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to lic in the peculiar emphasis on sexual morality in American history,
bined with the absence of the more disciplined class-based politics found in
Furope. Yet Canada, which shares at least the latter with the United States,
has expericnced less of a mobilization around a right-wing moral agenda in
recent years. The most significant variable is probably the high degree of
religious belief in the United States (almost all studies find a much higher
degree of fundamentalist beliefs in the United States than in any other liberal

democracy) and the political mobilization around religious beliefs over the

com-

past several decades.®
Soon after the liberationist movements of the 1960s people began
speaking of a moral “backlash,” largely in relation to race, feminism, and
sexuality in the United States, so that opposition to issues such as school
descgregation, abortion, and the Equal Rights Amendment was depicted as
the reaction of those who supported the status quo to rapid change. The
breakdown of the distinctions between “public” and “private” for the past
thirty years has involved bitter debates about the balance between “libera-
tion” and “responsibility,” as part of which increasing areas of social life have
become arenas for political contestation. Susan Faludi quotes Dr. Jean Baker
Miller as saying “A backlash may be an indication that women really have
had an effect, but backlashes occur when advances have been small, before
changes are sufficient to help many people . . . It is almost as if the leaders
of backlashes use the fear of change as a threat before major change has =
occurred.”? Yet the danger of using the term “hacklash” is that it underesti- &
mates the extent to which moral conservatism is itself a social movement,
with its own vision for change and a desirable future.®*
The first contemporary examples of such sexually motivated “back-

lash” are found in the reactions to the feminist and gay movements of the .
1960s and the broader shifts around gender and sexuality, often fought over
issues like abortion, divorce, homosexuality, and pornography.>® Richard '

Nixon campaigned for the presidency in 1972 as a champion of traditional 3
values, painting George McGovern as the candidate of “acid, amnesty and ;
abortion,” and his vice president Spiro Agnew was fond of attacking his
opponents as “effete intellectuals,” echoing the implicit homophobia of
McCarthyism. After the 1973 Supreme Court decision (Roe versus Wade) that: :
vas a constitutional right, debate over abortion became central to-

abortion
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mcream.ng numbers of “born again” Christians became political activists
;Z?i?llie?:;g Ll:::lil\:loral Majority, which was founded by the Rcvcrcn(l_]trr\;
. ) @ abortion they found an issue which allowed for alliancc;
with their traditional enemy, the Catholic Church, and which became pivotal
to the religiou.s right’s growing influence within the Republican partyp o
. By th.e time of Reagan’s presidency abortion had became a touc.hstone
against which all national Republican candidates were judged, and Reagan
vowe'd to appoint only known anti-abortionists as federal judg,es. The 1384
electlon.saw a common front between Catholic and evangelical Protestant
leaders in attacking the Democratic vice-presidential nominee, Geraldinc
Ferra‘ro, a pro-choice Catholic, particularly vulﬁerable becausé she was a
woman. Under pressure from the Right, George Bush abandoned his som
what more liberal attitudes, and had he won the 1992 election it 1s con 'e'_
able'that his appointments to the Supreme Court could have led to the cf(i“‘-
turm}ng. of Roe versus Wade. As it was, the Court did Impose a numbc;m;
res‘tflctlons on abortion during the late 1980s, in practice limiting the 1\ra'cl)
ability of abortion to poor women.3” Political passion about aborticgl_fai;;
ceeded that in other western countries other than those such as Irela rdC‘\-‘
post—CF)mmunist Poland, with a particularly strong Cath;olic Church /3I:t tlcl)l
same time the charged language around “illegitimacy” and “births' out i“
wedlock” has largely disappeared in the richer countries of Europe, a lao
guage which combines appeals to “traditional” mortality and feir, of t:-
(largely nonwhite) “underclass.” Ironically that side of American conscwa(i/-\’

* tism whi ] ion i
] hich prevents effective sex education in schools and the provision of 7/ g

contracepti i8 ible i
5 cepuves to teenagers i$ responsible in large part for the illegitimate
- mothers whom conservatives condemn -

I I};l the 1990s abortion was less clearly a vote winner for the Right. In
ob Dole won the Republican nomination despite being lukewarm

3 about much of the religious right’s agenda, and pro-choice Mary Landri
~ was elec.ted.to the Senate from Louisiana, a state which might b'e cxpectzz
4 ;:}o.cotr;:bmé strong Catholic and fundamentalist Protestant voters. Yet despite
‘C:‘;UOE i?;gE[};arSasuought to use other issues—pornography, homosexuality;
e : y support fro.m groups whose economic interests might
away from the Republican party. The hatred of the Right toward

Cllnto € t €
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- ﬁom Otﬁce despltc ]US I)Opulal S IPI)()I t, 15 a ref ICCU()II Of lhc risc f )()lltl( S

v " . . & .

48 bullt arou 1 ]l O i O (l nai mora lt> ] a (:l] on a e

t 1d (& & 1C f aditio l . t i dO d

mainstream American politics. Traditionally fundamentalist Christians had

kept away from mainstream politics, but there was a significant change as
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ther'l rearrested after seeking out the boy on her release—while the media
havm-g acknowledged that the boy “looked and acted older than his years -
‘expla:lnfed her acts as the product of “bipolar disorder, also known as mani(’:-
depressive illness.”* Note, too, the difficulties in finding an American distrib-
uto.r for the 1997 film Lokta, finally released in the States a year later after
 various cuts. Here the film followed the path of the novel, which was rejected
by four American publishers before being accepted by Olympia Press in
Paris. That, however, was in 1955 and three years later Putnam published it

much of the conservative rhetoric about issues such as welfare reform and a

balanced budget just increased right-wing passions about his positions on i -
issues such as abortion rights and allowing homosexuals to serve in the
military. That he was forced into an uncomfortable compromise on the '
latter—the “don’t ask, don’t tell” formula, which still allowed the military to
discharge personnel for homosexuality**—once again set the United States
aside from most other western countries. Even Israel, where the military isa
central institution and where Orthodox pressure is significant, lifted most ;
such restrictions in 1993. 7
From the late 1970s, when Anita Bryant led a very well publicized cam-
paign to repeal an antidiscrimination ordinance in Dade County, Florida,
using the name” Save Our Children, homophobia was central in American 5
political debate. Again, the United States is a peculiar anomaly. Despite =
other rulings implying a constitutional right to privacy, the Supreme Court
in 1986 in Hardwick versus Bowers refused to overturn state antisodomy laws,
which still remain in a number of states, the last such examples in the western
world. At the same time the United States has by far the largest and best-
organized gay/lesbian movement in the world, and one which has become 2
significant donor to many liberal political campaigns.”® Despite the Supreme =
Court’s ruling, many U.S. states and cities have enacted antidiscrimination ." d
ordinances on the basis of sexuality, and in a few cases have recognized do-
mestic partnerships. Perhaps in the Court’s ruling on sodomy there is a paral-
lel to the American commitment to capital punishment, also outlawed in
most other western democracies, and also linked to a peculiar religiosity
which sees no contradiction between preaching respect for life and executing ‘_ :
large numbers of criminals. It is not accidental that capital punishment and

gun ownership are heaviest in those areas, mainly in the South and West, =

in thc United States.”" There were similar problems in Australia, where a
A' . decision to release the film for restricted viewing led to a storm c;f protest
. orchestrated by right-wing parliamentarians, but in much of Europe the ﬁlrr;
we'ls. released without protest. Presumably what was most disturbing to its
CI‘IUCS‘ was the depiction of a fourteen-year-old girl as knowingly seeking the
attt?nnon of an older man, thus unsettling the image of the passive victim
9 which is central to the conventional way of understanding pedophilia
3 In 1994 legislation known as Megan’s Law (after a particularly r;otori-
’ -; f)us c'ase of child molestation), requiring the compulsory-—and public—reg-
Tstratlon of pedophiles even after their release from prison, was introduceg:i
i New Jersey. Subsequently similar laws were adopted across the country, a
i .rcquircmem for federal crime-fighting funds. The status of these laws is r?éw
: fn d?ubt after a ruling by the Pennsylvania Supreme Court in July 1999 find-
. %mg 1ts state’s law “constitutionally repugnant,” but this has not prevented
Aargurnents for similar laws in other countries.®? And it was largely pressure
3 from the United States which led to the ILGA’s losing its observer status at
i the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations because some of its
" member organizations refused to condemn “man-boy love.” %3
. 'Ijhe chu}iqulx A}rpg_igin_golp_bﬁla_t_ion_.oﬂhts;m&kcl economics with
restrictive sexual morality means that sex panics are. _r;glwzrlil_\_;g; eésily inter-

where fundamentalist Protestantism most thrives. :

The hypocrisies of the American approach to sex is a perennial punch--. %
ing bag, and it is nowhere clearer than around adolescent sex. When the:
PLWHA magazine Poz included three condoms in a special issue on youth: i 7
and HIV in 1998, a number of distributors, including the big bookstore .
chain Barnes and Noble, refused to carry the issue. While the sexual altrac-i: :
tion of adolescents is assiduously promoted by media and advertising, in real =
life it is either criminalized or medicalized. Note the case of the American
school teacher and her thirteen-year-old lover, which was treated as both,

-

with the teacher sentenced to jail after pleading guilty to second-degree rapc,.‘ 7

’; :.l‘lzltlonahzed. Indeed-the US. moral right, despite considerable efforts, has
,;h.ad :«'lt best a patchy influence on the rest of the world, despite their inte;ven-
g :tfon in disputes such as the New Zealand debates around the decriminaliza-
3 tion of homosexuality in the mid-1980s (when American evangelists linked
ﬂ;t. ?I%e‘ged “soft” line of the government on moral issues to their prohibition
Eatzlzguz:c;szgi;vgrz::;;In the I.ate 1990s t.here .we:re reports of US.-
4 gns against moves in Britain to lower the age
| of consent for homosexual acts and more general antihomosexual campaigns

in both Australia and New Zealand. Since the end of apartheid several

-
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avowed Christian parties have emerged in South Afrif:a? whose rhctoric ec;j-
oes closely that of the American religious right, combining ‘a‘lppeals to trlj ,:
tional” morality with support for capital punishm‘cnt and “the ffec market
(justified by appropriate biblical quotes).‘_’."‘ Conmder-able American money
has flowed into various overseas antiabortion campaigns.

. . . s
Reagan’s-position_on abortion had a lobal impact as it came to b
imposed as a condition of American assistance to reproductive health pro-

e e e . o 5 ‘ = -
grams abroad, and at times his administration went beyond this to questio »
= ) Laent}

support for any type of family planning At the 1?84 Internatjona-l }Pio-pu‘la-
tion Conference in Mexico City the U.S. delegation, headed b?r g ft v:)mg
Republican Senator James Buckley, not only.f opposed‘any mcntilon o ac Cc:;_
tion-but questioned the assumption that rapid poPLdauon grow .1 was n‘ -
sarily a problem.” While the Clinton administration ch?rsecl this stan.cle.-‘ .
1‘cm|.'nv,c| to the earlier American position of cndmsms‘m support for bir :
control programs, the issue became enmeshed in conf.hct bet\\'feen Conir]ca;
and President Clinton over payment of dues to the United Natlon.s—an ;
to the decision of the United States in 1998 to cease all funding for the
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA). ' o )
The problem which faces American moral conservatives wishing t‘o e‘\-
port their values is that they are undermined _by.the - very pleasures %
sumption which represent the American way of hfc.r to much of the worh S
and often find themselves in an uneasy alliance with govcrmr.xcms {such a
those of China, Cuba, and Iran) they most detest. Similarly the internal argu-

irrelevant
ments of American feminists and homosexuals often seem largely irre

sexual ad-
were bitterly divided between those who argued for a culture .of sex Ao
venture and those who saw in this a necessarily irresponsible attitude to HIV.

In 1996 the group Sex Panic emerged in New York in protest at closures of

various sex venucs, ClallIllIlg a IIla‘OI backlasll agalllst SCXual fI eedOIIlS. I hese

claims were probably exaggerated, but they pointed to a particular form of =

i ithin the ity and cre-

moralism which was now coming from within the gay com_mumtyd oo
e s and activis
ated extremely explosive divisions in which prominent writers an 4

i rticu-
clashed over the extent to which the gay movement should promote pa ;

.66 3o
lar forms of sexuality, rather as feminists still clash over pornography;® m- =

. i the
decd Sex Panic included several women who had been prominent n

pornography debates of the 1980s. The clashes were complex, involving as

i ey sention
they did radical differences about appropriate strategies for HIV preve |

-
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and arguments about how far the gay/lesbian/queer movement should em-
brace the call for recognition of same-sex marriage. Both the proponents and
opponents of the new morality showed that particular disinterest in either
history or geography—other times, other places—which so characterizes
New York intellectual provincialism.

But if Sex Panic was disinterested in the rest of the world this disinterest
was not reciprocated, and it is the nature of the global media that millions
of us outside the United States will know far more about you than you do

about us. American influence helps export its anxieties to the rest of the

the 1960s was an important influence on the best-known Australian Protes-
tant crusader, Fred Nile, who since 1981 has held a seat in the upper house
of New South Wales.) There are a fesv examples of evangelism coming from
elsewhere, most notably Sun Myung Moon’s Unification Church, which
from its base in Korea has made some inroads into the United States, and
supported right-wing political causes, in particular through control of the
Washington Star newspaper. Its clout is suggested in the support of such influ-
ential Americans as former Nixon and Reagan adviser General Alexander
Haig.*” One might see some parallels in the influence of Indian gurus, such
as Krishnamurti, in California since the 1920s, and more recently the spread
of Buddhism in some western countries, but in neither case is the same sort
of political mobilization involved.
Mormon missionaries, sent abroad in pairs to promote their particular
version of the word of God, have been Joined by a powerful evangelical Pen-
tecostalism, which is important in South Korea and parts of Africa. (Ameri-

can televangelists are often seen on South African television.) In particular

~ this sort of evangelism has been making significant converts in Catholic Latin

America. In Guatemala up to 40% of the population are now Protestants,

. asare around 30% of the population of Chiapas state in Mexico, site of bitter

become significant, and shares with the American right a preoccupation with
' defending traditional morality and the family, even while not necessarily
- more conservative on economic issues.®® Yet while there are significant simi-

. larities with the American religious right on some issues, it would be mis-

' leading to see the growth of evangelical Protestantism in Latin America as

simply another example of American imperialism, as David Martin hints at

. in questioning whether Latin American religion has been “americanized.”

world, as in the spread of American cvangelism=(Billy Graham’s crusade in-.
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As he points out, it is also true that Protestantism is being “latin american-
ized.”® Equally the rigid orthodoxy of some American Jews has l?ad an enor-
mous impact in Israel, and has been one of the Iargest stuml')hng block to
any reconciliation with the Palestinians. Alongside Dlsney mov1es 'an.d A.msr

ican pop music the particular apocalyptic vein of Amerlcen religiosity is be-
ing exported, with, I would argue, potentially far more serious consequences.

~of sexuality but also on rece

tnge of nineteenth-
umber of twentieth-
gty drew on the theories

relations, and conceptualization\of boghl the state and the global. We badly
need a pohtxcal economy of sexualfy.#ne which recognizes the interrelation-

al structurcs, and avoxds the tendenr)

to see sexuahty as prlvate and

a pohhcal economy, as the tery suggesg, is more concerned w1th material

conditions and political actiog/than it is wih theones of d dlscourse and repre-
sentation, but it is also congfrned with thd ways in which the state is s being
un@ermined by a combigfition of global ecqnomic forces and particularist
e decline of state soverelgnty

often attracting more funding, performing more effectively, and “ceiving greater

legitimacy than government-sponsored international efforts, The ‘privatization”
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