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When you:translate the playful title Gen-
der Outlaw into Mandarin, it comes out
as the not-so-playful Sex Criminal. So my
Chinese: publisher, New Star Press, asked
me for- some” other titles. | rummaged
through my mind for familiar gender meta-

“phors ‘and "hopped onto- Skype with my

. translator, Liao-Aiwan, who uses the pro-
nouns they, them, and theirs.

“How about Gender Is a Butterfly?”
I suggested.

“No,no,” they said.“This book of yours is
a radical: call ‘to gender activism. To a-Chi-

nese reader; butterfly makes it seem like:
a’ fluffy::children’s- book. But a_._m.._u:ﬂﬂml_w
metaphor is certainly: in the right ballpark:.
I-suggested ‘Gender s a Cocoon, m:,n,_.
they explained to me that to a Chinese
mind, the image-of a cocoon ”vnoa:wo,w the
‘panic that comes with claustrophobia: We:
“"both ..Hmamwma at each’ other blankly. Then

their face lit up.
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“Gender Is a Caterpillar! It’s perfect!”

“Ah,” was.all | could think to'say.

Liao Aiwan vox_.u_,mmsmm that, to a Chinese
reader, the nm\n.m_.vm__mw stage noa:_.m.m ‘the
notion .of great: vomm_c___emm. “That's what

you're trying to say mvoﬁ mmsn_mn isn't it?

Possibilities?” .
I'nodded; yep; that's irmﬂ _ was ‘going’ *2.
with the book. Theyconti :mn_.....,mxgwma_x
saying that we should-use the child’s term
wooly iowg.vmnm.._.mm.ﬂ_,._mﬂ. mmwm us back to
playful: And so #.xo.: want to buy this book
in China, look for the title Qm:amw._m a
 WoolyWorm.
“Just like you wanted' mm:..._m_, ocn_wi to
be playful. Right, Kate?”
Just.so. And between ﬂ:m..go of .us, we
found 2 common language of gender.
So... i:.wﬂ,m.v.o:_.,_w:mcmmm of m.m:nmnw.
With whom.do you talk about. mmw..n_ml
‘Are there people iro.mvmmx a ._m:m.:mmm
of gender that doesn’t n_:.?m make ‘sense to

you?

The language of gender that I learned growing up in the fifties
was all in service to the:difference between men mbm,ﬂogms.
‘White men and white women, to.be specific. gm.nrm mmwmnmm&m.
ferences were biology. In the early 1980s, I knew for a fact that
I could never be a woman so-long.as I had a penis. So I tran-
sitioned. from male to female by means of gender confirmation
surgery—it was the only way I could possibly live as the woman
I believed myself to be. In Denmark some fifty .%omam earlier, Lili
Elbe knew for a fact that she could never be a woman so long
as she had no uterus. Miss Elbe died-from complications result-

Gender Is a.Wooly Worm iii

ing from her gender: confirmation surgery; an attempted uterus

transplant. At ‘that“time; the trans story began with hormones
- and ended with surgery. But stories shift over time and culture, as
" does the language used to tell them. =~

.ﬂ:m»mw.,..:oﬂ just-one-trans-story. There’s .
‘not;just one trans:experience. And I think
" ‘what. _SQ need: to- understand is ‘that~
.,_.:o”...;.. vm<m~..§o%.._ who_ isiborn- feels ‘that.
 their gender identityis in-alignment with'
- what they're assigned.: at birth, based on-
......Sm_.n,..mm%&.d.‘.,:«_..\moz,.mo:m needs. 10 ex-
‘press their gender in.a way-that is differ-
. .m:.n Snw is-okay, and they should:not be
‘denied -hedlthcare. They should" not -be
&&:m%ﬂ :Q don’t deserve to-be wictims -
: .ows&m:n.m.,_. .. That's what people need-
,..,.S.v..:z%.‘mﬂn:A”Saﬂ.nw okay and-that if
: you'are z.mnosﬂoznza with it, then you: -
-need to ook at yourself.
: —L-averne Cox.(Time magazine;.
May 29,2014y

Recently:|-had the great pleasure of intro-
ducing ‘Ms.“Cox andher ‘twin:‘brother,
M:Lamar;ata speaking gig they were doing’
in-New: York-City. Backstage, they thanked
. me—told me . that: they'd read Gender
-OQutlaw in: college and: that:it had been-a
- great help: | thanked them in‘return, saying
that the two of them had taken the explo-
~ ration‘and .mx_;u..mmumo: of gender much fur-
+ther than T'd-ever-dreamed while I'was first
writing this-book."
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wmwwwsﬁmﬁ&.. Yep—it-never occurred: to us that the suffix
plie that transgender was'something that had been done

mﬂ& learn. Furthermore, the word transgender was an
erm for anyone who was messing with gender. ‘To this
Bmﬂ% people still use transgender like that: an umbrella
nyone forwhom the management of. gender consumes
f.their: day-to-day attention. But-in-the Uaomaon
out in-mass media, transgender has shifted BmmEbmm
rans is the term that’s inclusive of people’ s myriad. expe-
ge moﬂ. _,HEEWm:&Q Hom_&ﬂmmabﬁz. ,Emmbm.m. man ora

The study of gender parallels the study of particle physics; in that
both fields have made, um, quantum leaps over:the past fifty.or
sixty years. I grew up understanding subatomics as‘protons; neu
trons, and electrons—that was the sum total of %ﬁwrn,&mnoﬁmn
on the subject. As more and more sophisticated methods of inves-
tigation were developed, more and more-basic.particles: were
discovered—and the language of physics expanded in response
to more and more in-depth study of ,ﬂﬁmsg”@mwm&mmwm%%.mmw,....
teen years old when the quark model was first. proposed. In:the
same way that our understanding of particle physicshas mmoéb
more nuanced, we today speak casually about many finely honed
nuances of gender that never occurred to ...Bn,.,“é_pnb;...‘ﬁmwmw sat
down to write this book. e

omw% ,..Eu&namﬂmﬁmaron Rmﬁ&ﬂoﬁ to bea m&%&n&
t brings their bodies into alignment with their gender
ut by and large, today’s transgender men and women
at it’s not sex-as-biology that’s essential to life; but
end H.mm.imwﬁﬁ% So; I've-gone through the book with as
ed a nogw as 1 could to make changes to bring that up

The point now, in these early days [of:
particle physics], is to investigate physi-
cal systems of a sort that just haven’t
existed before.

—Jeff Kimble

‘And: of course; language will continue -to
.~ change. In five, ten, fifty years, the:language
used to describe gender will:become'even
more nuanced. More identities and expres-

g

“sions-of-gender-will emerge, :mnmmm_Sﬁ_:m

My experience of gender—the whole big:deal: about-why I Um.oﬁ.

to write this book—was that I-experienced myself:as-not-man,

not-woman. And not too many of us were talking about that in.
“the first person. Not-man, not-woman—1I defined myself by what
I was ‘not. Today, tens of thousands:of people:who cbmmnmﬁmba,.
themselves to be not-men, not-women use ..ﬁ,o&.m that describe
precisely who they are: femme-identified nonbinary trans, Or mmu.. :
der nonconforming, or agender, or transmasculine genderqueer;.
and so forth. The permutations- of-identity and’ Q%Hmm&owwmna.
seemingly endless. I've done my best to take all mpmﬁ. into mnnogn..
when I'wrote this updated edition. s o
~Happily, the basic concepts I-was writing m_uoﬁ,ﬁrmbvmnz
hold true—but T needed to tweak the words I used to describe.
those basic concepts. For example, in the original -we used the

ever more: changing-definitions.

UL Narrow view of memmu back then was Hm&nm&%
day’s intersectional perspective.. “Today, - we:know - -
impacted by atleast a:dozen inescapable modifiers:

e s o e "

disability, mental health, religion, family and chil-

ooks; language, andhabitat and-ecology. Back when
this book; we isolated gender fromits many entan-
Well, physicists study particles by isolating atoms and
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wro&mmgb huge particle colliders, just to.see what actually hap-
pens-when one lone particle is hit by another. “While .dqn.x\m learned
the.importance of context; the study of gender in the-absence
of all its cultural modifiers.can still give us-a clear picture of: ‘the
mechanics of gender:phenomena. My ‘second ‘book, My, Gen-
der Workbook, and its recent wmﬁx.m&moﬁ..ﬂ.v.ﬁv\v”,.st\..._.Qw_ﬁmﬂ ‘Work-
book, do embrace a more intersectional analysis; and thereby: a
more nuanced view of gender as it Em%m itself: outin mww..mo-mm%
living. :

In Hrm first edition of -this book;-the 89..& S:EQ Wasn’t vam,

used at all. Instead; I variously used two-genderand bi-polar gender.
But binary and nonbinary are a good deal more helpful to-under-
standing and parsing gender' today—soI: think it's uBmngﬂ.H
define binary as I understand it. ; .
Imagine, please, a circle.-Anything and 96@&5@ mwoﬁd gen-
der is inside that circle. Now; divide that circle ‘with-a vertical
line so that you've got two equal parts. Anything and everything
about gender is still inside the circle; only now-it’s- monﬁo fit.on
one side or another—and everything on one side has an opposite
counterpart on the other side. Got it? For any aspect of gender to
grow beyond its designated place on one side;it’s got:to encroach
upon the space of the other side. In this way, every bit ow,maog
on one side is seen as an attack on the other side. This is a binary
system of culture—in form, a binary system is-a battlefield.- .
‘Now, if you introduce an elementinto thatbinary system that
clearly does not belong on one side or the other, you shatter the
‘binary into innumerable components. You've still got a circle, and
that circle still includes anything and everything about gender.
Only now, there are lots:of binaries::man-and woman;. girl and
boy, butch and femme, lady and gentleman, and‘so:on:'And there
are spectrums of gender in that circle::Any way. .%oﬂ,.nub._.gmmu.b.n

looking at gender can exist peacefully alongside-every other way

of looking at:gender. The circleis no-longera: WBEI:.. s a-dia-
lectic: In form, a dialectic systemis-a Em%maosbm . :
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‘A quarter century ago, the idea of transitioning fromone
gender to another was against the binary cultural law of gen-
der that very clearly said Thou Shalt Not Transition. And so,
- transsexuals—those of us who saw ourselves as men and women
in need of a physical transition—were gender outlaws. Today,
‘trans men and frans women routinely tell me that they are not

P pniombodeo

.. mmwmmﬂmlﬁmmém ?&m mmﬁnn-wa Enmoﬁ,mmsmmaﬂwbmaobmmnog
: .HS 6 Fand F to M has reached a tipping point, and so today’s
transgender men and- women-live well in accordance with the
. .&55 view of gender: they are not gender outlaws. If anything,
" they are gender in-laws,-along with people who identify as cisgen-
_der (people whose’ mmbmma identity-corresponds to the biological
. Sex! 9@% were assigned:at birth):
-+ I's wonderful to see’sucha wHoE.mnmﬁoﬁ of nonbinary gender
aouﬁﬁnm and expressions these days. When this book first came
out; the idea of an identity other than-one of two genders was lit-
Hmz% unithinkable—we couldn’t wrap ‘our'minds around it. Not

'so much now: Now, nonbinary genders are deliciously problem-

tirrently working with: In' LGBTQ; nonbinary gender identities
currently can occupy either the T or the Q. On the other-hand,
05‘055 genders can-also be seenas the third that shatters the
irlary of cisgender and transgender. Deliciously problematic.

I .understand: today ‘that for many people,
cis ‘and trans alike, it'’s a good deal more
comforting to worlk with. gender as a
binary-—but the either/or of it was never
a comfort to me. All .| knew to-express, all
those years ago, was in today’s language:
BINARY GENDER = BAD"
NONBINARY GENDER = GOOD

Of course that’s not ‘true::It’s-a binary

notion that’s been targeted by critics-of my
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w_mmm.&né. edition came down to translating my language
culture that existed in time and space a quarter of a cen-
50; And so I'd like to- close this introduction by quoting
1 of :my introduction to the-Chinese translation of this
ender Is - Wooly Worm:

ideas of gender. In this edition, ['ve n._o:m
my -best to break that:binary <.<#._... a-more
nuanced analysis:

Now, this brings me to one more point of this book that needs
some clarification. Many people r%@&Wnb.mNnm@noﬁﬁQ.B%....Emm
that gender needs to be done away with entirely. Well,.it’s-been
almost twenty-five years, and I've come to:see .Emd.,m..&&mbwoﬁm

clearly: we need to do away with-any system ¢ of Mmbmmn.nrmﬂ_uuo?

When | first wrote this book, language was
a 'big -problem.-People ‘knew ‘about trans-
sexuals. But not many people were talking
about the phenomenon of people who are
‘neither-men: nor women, no matter how
they: choose 'to express their gender. To

~~embrace those people (myself included), |
borrowed- the word transgender. But in

* manycircles today, that word has become
simply ‘another word for transsexual—so

Eﬂo _umrmﬁbm .ﬁmmﬁ we mﬁmgwmnmonm% nbmﬂda. The gen-
der I'm petfectly happy with keeping: maozbm;m.,.._%m gender I live
with that shifts on its own-accord:as1 move. ﬁogma.ub..,g@mum
space. After all, our genders are one of ,ﬂgmb%.ﬁm%m.mumﬁ we inter-
face with others, and with our surroundings. I Uwﬁn%@ that if we-
simply trust ourselves:to shift, sure .owosmr,..,oﬁmhmoﬁmmhm will shife
as we need them to. Chameleons:don’t .mn&m@.ﬁo ”.\nrm.bm.n.v colors::
I'm totally fine with that kind of gender. The rest of it>’Fhe gen-
der that mandates a right way or wrong way? %nm?,.,."mumﬁ.wmmmm.ﬁo.

in:my country, the newer and more inclu-
siveword ‘is- simply trans. You will read
words in. this book that don’t ring true to.
.you_Please, take a pen or pencil and cross
“them: out. Write in a word you like bet-
‘ter. And when that word doesn’t work for
" you anymore, use another word. The way !
of gender is a living, changing path, like a
- river—it does no one any good to try to

be done away with. CRE e

I'm grateful to Vintage Books mou. mEBm Bw..m..momoﬁmwhub
especially thankful to my editors, Catherine ‘Tung and Emily
Giglierano.. Publishing, like theater; is: much more: Qm...m.noownnm.
tive effort—my editors are excellent &pﬁmnﬁmom m.ﬁm.m lot of fun
to work with. : .

They also agreed with me that it would vn _ummm 8. Wmmw some .
sections of the book.exactly as they first appeared:

keep: either. gender or a river still.
The language you discover may be use-
ful to others, so please share it with ﬂ_._mB.

1. Those artistic expressions of neither/ UOH..mobmoH asin -
. Write blogs, poetry, drama, and films ‘that.

the play Hidden: A Gender, or the performance pieces. i
“Transsexual Lesbian Playwright Tells Allt* mbm_ aﬂrm :
Seven Year Itch.” N
2.'Those snapshots of a time when mmbmou.mm.goyom% was m
just beginning to come to.a screeching halt (asinthe
sections covering transsexual surgery and queer theater).

use your language for gender. Meet with
other people who are finding their words,
and discuss the value -of language in the
search for freedom-and fluidity in:gender.
Your language may make others angry.
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Their language may: Sm_Am.v\OcA,._u:mr. .._.:mﬂm
all part of the fun. L

Now,.if :anything you- wmmn_._u_:,ﬂ:_m. _uoo_A
makes you feel bad or:wrong or small and
weak, then please know that I said:some-
thing wrong. This book-was written many
years ago, andthe culture | .w.,.\.,,\_..oﬁm, it-in is
not the culture.in-which you're reading it.
So, if you: find anything. to-be personally

insulting; -please’ mnnmv.ﬁ,_. my: apology ‘and
keep: _.mma_:m with the: w:oi_oamm.nrmﬁ.xo:_,

gender-identity-and- how vdc mx_u_.mmm...vdc..
gender are correct only: <<rm: .vd:. feel %m%
are correct.

In closing; I'd like you.to: _A:oiﬂ.ﬂrmn I'm
writing this to you at ﬂ:@mm.m of ,m_.xQ...m_w_.a.

I'm-very. old: I may -very-well be alive: as

-you're reading these words. But if |

).

_.q_.,_v.n_.mwn_.

I would- be -honored if ‘you: call upon me-
as your ancestor in our mutual-journey of

gender exploration.| _u_v.o:‘_mmm.v..v\o:_w:mﬂ alive

or-dead, I:will do all that's in’ 3<__u.o<<2. to

help.you find-and live your: ammn_a .

Much Love m:n_,.me_u.,mnﬂ.
Kate Bornstein -




..wm% 3;:%8 .Rmmwﬁﬁn:@\ life. I keep s.o;.:w to .i&am all

the @.ﬂ.mmmw into one piece. As avesult, my identity becomes nry
‘body; which becomes my fashion, which becomes :d\ writing
Then I perform what I've written in.an effort to inte-

rate :QEW .&& that becomes my identity, after a fashion.




My mother was so proud to: have given.birth to-a Son. Our love

mother-daughter.

and friendship grew into much more than:either mother-son-or

~ TRANSGENDER STYLE

Some Fashion Tips

People are starting to ask me about fash-
jon. I'love-that! Maybe they think the doc-
tor sewed in some fashion sense during my

genital conversion surgery.

ce m&ﬁosmm a proclamation or manifestation of identity—so
gia identities are important, fashion will continue to be
ant. The link between fashion and identity begins to.get
. “however, in the case of. people who don’t fall
culturally: recognized identity—people- like me.
s 4. transsexual lesbian whose female lesbian lover
0-gay male is manifest in'my fashion statement—
dentity and fashion are based on collage. You know—a
_hhoambmamv a little bit from there? Sort of a cut-and-paste

And that’s the style of this book. It’s -a
trans style, | suppose. |-can see it in the
work of Susan Stryker, Sandy Stone, David
Harrison . .. the list is getting longer and

longer.
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But the need for a recognizable identity; and the need to belong to
a group of people with a similar identity—these are &uﬁbm forces
in our culture, and nowhere is this more evident than in the areas
of gender and sexuality: Hence the clear division between fashion
statements of male and female, between the fashions of queer
and straight. L .

In my case, however, it’s not.so. clear: a.obn@ as neither
male nor mﬁ\b&o mbm bo€ Emﬂ .Ew.woﬁ.ﬂ.,éna .EHOﬁmw....rum._, gen-

i my o<mumz mﬁﬁm of self-expression.

Will the identificatio
style produce an E.,m...ﬁ

f nmn_g .i_ﬁ: ‘a trans

experience?

Anyone who knows fashion will tell you ﬂwmﬁ 9@ owonmﬁﬁ.,ﬂoa
is accessorize! That’s how [ dress in the morning. That’ s how 1 shift
from one phase of my life to the next—first :Jﬂ”ob.my@ accesso-
ries. And that’s also part of the style of this book: I've m&&nm some:
accessories here and there to-spice it up a bit: - i
Welcome to my runway!

, ine émm 8 :Q:@ %R rﬁwrn @n %R R&:m Ispent

st thi a\ vana Qa :Q N%w 82§m o§ %R ninﬁ\& seeds




THE HARD PART

e:navel being dead, there is no point
0 szw_.:m..aa%-cv stories. Look-at the
y:who will not and the- Americans -
not. Look at me.who-ought not,
cause' | -exist' entirely" outside
experience:... . out- i

, .E.nz whose :astonishing his--.
) v..w:q.mﬁ,u..ngawna...uo?\:ﬁnwv
_.mm&:n%,, realities: (shall
€ ‘free of the dull lingering pain
mn&_.n_n\msﬁx the v:..nm\mo joy-
eing-Myra-Breckinridge,
an may:possess’ except on

idal; ,,N.Zﬁm.”,wwmn_e:_._n_mm, 1968::

In‘the backyard of our house on the g.m_‘m% m.:onm. Pm nw.o:n

yas sorting it ME out.- .H.Wo hard part was: SWBW a
H.%obm else and the way they looked at the wotld;
erent from the way I was looking at the world!

two years old.

- *"There-are some" trans ‘people who:agree
‘with the way |- look7at the world, and there
are others who are really:angry with me for
writing this stuff. Every trans person I know
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mﬂ@oﬂnﬁmﬁm@a not the easiest thing-in the world to do, butI

went through a gender transformation for
ent through it because T'was so tired of all the lies and secrets.

different reasons, and there. are._as many

truthful experiences of gender: as there are

?

péople who think they have a gender.

t'was a strange kind of lie. lt-was a lie'b

“action—I: was:always acting out something

\N‘.,\,
that everyone assumed | was. | wonder
~what it ‘would:‘have: beenlike. if someone

I know I'm not a man—about that much I'm very &.wmﬁ and I've -
come to the conclusion that I'm HUHOUNE%H not a woman either, at

least not according to a lot'of wooﬁww_m..a&mm on mﬁm,ﬁmoﬁ o». .Qubm ‘had' come along and in- a quite friendly
The trouble is, we’re living in méoHE. that . ) manner had asked, “Well, young one, what:
other—a world that doesn’t bother to ‘ﬂm:v €xac atone or’ S do you think you are:'a boy .or a girk—
the other is. / o or something else entirely?” What would
it ‘have:- been like not to-have been afraid
of getting hit. because of some wrong
answer? ‘See, what we used to: call-“sex
changes’” never were an-appropriate topic
‘of conversation—not at"the ‘dining table,
not in'the locker room; not over a casual

funch in‘a crowded restaurant.

to make it easier for people to ask questions. I
‘ve'never:been hurt by an honest question; and
-a:cruel-opinion: that hurts, never a question. But

ask questions easily; maybe-that has something
anners or etiquette. Despite the increased visibility
olks seem tonaturally back off from inquiring'as
omeone’s—my—-gender. It seems to need some
‘my living:room, or on television, or from
some university: It’s “good manners™ to'say
| that's'sad. But the children still ask.

nBNx o:m. 1

_serious’ n_mﬁmnﬁ

“Two:days-after my lover and | appeared:on
TV asguestson The Phil Donahue Show,
the  five-year-old child- of ‘our ‘next-door
"neighbor came up to-meand asked;“So;are

E&b& a microscope, E&n&nm in. m.ﬁ ﬁmzoﬁm .On Emm.m,nwonn
pornography; so itpaid to-hide.It. paid'to li€. That ‘was .@Hovmz
the most painful part-of it:-thelying to’ ?mb% and _mmﬁ&ﬂ an

.‘..Hoﬁﬁm the pretending to be someone I wasn 't OoEm .&ﬁoﬁmﬁ
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-youa-boy. or.a girl?” We'd beenliving: next
door to these folks for.over two years. -

“I'm a -girl.who c.mm.. .",Ham ...vm, atboy” |

replied. She was n_.m__mrﬁmav..i_ﬂ_._.mﬁ_._mﬂm:mim..

~and told Bm,m.E,.._oo_a,n_,,\.m_,v\.‘_u_.mnﬂ%o:. tele-

vision. | ﬂsm:_wmn_ her: m:m.immm:.___mn_ at each.

- other:and-went mvo:n.,‘o:_,, ..“n_m,va. ___...._o<m,._ﬂ

 that kids will Ewn ask.. -

Adults mob t-ask. Adults are. mm.ma to me ....m.érmn,.mam%oﬁ.u,wo we
ask, “What do you.do?” .or “What's your ?obo:bdm .nronmvz o
, in hopes of -getting a clue to someone’s Ru&bﬁﬁ%.. Gender identity
seems to be an unspeakable thing-in our. ,nEE.wo._. .Emdwmﬁmgom
|| are considered unspeakable in some other cltures. By the same
token, we hardly-ever ask: Oﬁﬁmwv.ngwﬂ..wuﬁm.m ommﬂmmo you
1ike?” When it .comes to work, 'we:can-ask. 3@.?#." comes:to. m.mN.
and-gender, we’re supposed-to- ovmonﬁw mpmnnnmmw..wu& ..mnmﬂ our’
own nOb&anowm , S P
~—Instead-of asking directly,. mm.:.#m ~00W E.Hog&m_uocn ”g\m%m mOn :
-answers to Em:., questions-about-me- and: bda,.@oe@rw. ike:rea
ing transsexual and transvestite @ogomamwgﬁﬂ?nr j mm_bm w
much of its content, must be-written: by people-who have neve
met one of usbut who must have great: ﬂoumﬁmao.._.um. ..H ”_9\@ wh

‘We are.

There’s ﬁ:_m entire: io:n_ml ...:_._n_m..m_.o:
- genre:of trans:. m_,oﬂ_n?< i
~some.-of -the :titles—
* He’s Her Sister! Or:
riage or ._.-.m:m<mmn
. favorites'were nm_un_ﬁw_: ,.,Nnm.ﬁ:n_ The
Made Him Love It -~

. Reading those stories came E&mﬂmﬁvﬂwﬂwﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁ. moEm @WOSo mmN
for a living, because a lot of the men calling in .émﬂﬁnmwﬁo be cro
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ed as women; or they wanted to know what it would be like

awoman-and have sex with another woman—guys want to
w:that:sort of thing: .Hro% ‘want to know; “What do-lesbians
vith-each other?”It’s:a sad: question; really: it shows how little
ght they give to exactly what pleases-a woman. .

There’s another whole :group..of people

‘whoreally. like gender ambiguity;.it turns
‘them' on. |:'remember a"group of sailors in

the audience ‘on The Geraldo Rivera

... Show. After-it: was announced who:and

what | was;they kept on lookingat me, they

kept:on-wanting ‘something. |..could feel

their :eyes traveling .up -and-down:my sur-

+gicallyconstructed, hormonally: enhanced
woman’s body.'What's'the pull? What is it

.- about-asexually -blended; gender-bended
«sbody:that lights those flames? | know it gets

+-.me going!

st part, people cautiously observe and don't:ask-ques-
there -are plenty of opportunities in today’s -world to
le:like me. The talk: show: ratings .go way:up dur-
onth:-when ...ﬁwm%.vhwoﬁ out'the transgender folks, the
and:those ‘who claim nonbinary or genderqueer
ere:are the drag shows:and the mmab&w.ﬁbmoamonmmoﬁ
403 though we began them: for:our own entertain-
rment; their widespread wowﬁmﬁﬁ% seems to. grow
e probably gotone.of those shows inyour QQ..OH .
1. Or please; watch RuPaul's Drag Race. Right now.
rans identities are'a: comedy staple—we’re. &ém%m
Hmﬁmr Il have:more to say about:that later:
ar:music __wbm. cinema reflect my not-man, not-
tome: Glance:discreetly; if you will;at'some of
itiesin‘our cultural heavens. At this'writing, Miley
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1as been out as nonbinary for several %mﬁm.b&mﬁﬁm”&ooa
ers WOS around the world: Both Orange Is the New Black.and
awa\mﬁ have opened up story lines mgwnvub&s&m _mem._@moﬁm
. ‘who identify as neither mennor women. Nouveat: cabaret artists
- -.are emerging onstage, with genders far ﬁoo.,mm_quﬂw.ao__ be pinned

e n&gm mew\_w\ meunmeznﬂme:h the: mob%h

w.,,;siis\ié ultt ing gender.:No one had
edat that, msm SOy mﬁms&bm oc.ﬁmam a “natural™ mmbm.mn I
was some monster, and that it was all my: fault. .

ing-along ‘the borders: oof the gender frontier, T've come
ender system:created by. this culture asa @ﬁ.ﬂn&m&m

mbm divisive construct; made all:the more dangerous

down to man-or-woman.

uﬁ - I"It’s interesting:that-we can ask questions

v,

BEm inability of ‘the culture to question- gender, itsown
he'studies. conducted by the duly-appointed: repre-
&pmh&g@ are -still: conducted less on'the:basis of
sation ‘and‘more on observation. I'want this book to begin
. _Hmba T want this book:to be the conversation I
ted-as T-was: maodsbm up,-and never had the chance to

Gﬂyfaeée about trans issues when there’s some dis--
. * | tance ‘between . us"and:the-person. we're
asking vaﬁ*irmn:mF a:.u,ﬂ " distance ~is-
online; onstage, or.onscreen; we just don’t’
ask directly. -

I read, watch, and listen to all the ads and:commercials. You can’
learn a lot about gender from: nogmnﬂ.&@p Ve, &mowvnoﬁmﬂmﬁnﬁ :
ing the talk shows, listening to the call-in programs, -and vaos.mE
the myriad blogs and videos.-When I-was very %,oﬁb,m.,. growin;
-up in the ’50s, I read the medical: ﬁwﬁmxm.ﬁ.\oﬁm@nr.n_ﬁmzow% an
hoarded the pornography—because I.was .Ennum.&% ‘Bﬁmnomﬁo&

_,wo. .“M,&wnmomm.”mbm -distant-observation of trans lives
min mmomn end. There’s:more and more evidence
are making a'place for themselves in-the culture. T
for example; and it got published because there’s
at this'is'a new edition of this'book says the shift
ome:two-decades later. Up until the turn of the
be able to-write and get-published were our auto-
e om women trapped:in the bodies of men or
e'bodies of women. Stories'by and about
bEm&. people who'd lived their lives hiding. -
mb&nal.msa who, after much moE.momHanmv.
ir gender, and spent the rest of ‘their days
ther false gender. That’s what we could get
sobgbmn% selves—the romantic stuff that
ong:suffering, not the challenging stuff.
Mmmwgn people who would write hw&& us
km.,..,ou.._@o?m. toprove; or they’d been hurt
ame it on. People like Janice Raymond,
Gaﬁﬂ Stoller have ultimately perpetuated
H.m. are malevolent, mentally ill, or mon-

| was:scared; ﬁ:o.:wm..m_@u”._nw:m scared,to’se
what | might-actually-find:out:But l.cou .
mﬁo_u..wmm&:mu.mmmw.___v.ium.w.mh...«_ﬂ:m_x.
little fat-kid who _,_a_ﬁ___g,%m was.

Uooamn:_:m very; .<m_.<.._.,.‘”vmn_.,,hm_uo:.n,B
“everything | read backed that up..

The possibility missed by most of :the texts prior:to the past
years; and by virtually all-the various popular-media, is:this;
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to the loud ones when they first speak up;
and to believe that we speak for the entire
group. More important than my point of

.- <mm<<...ﬂrw:..m:< single point of view, however,
is that.people begin to ncmmmo: gender.

ters 9\@ moﬂ leftholding:the n&nﬁ&._umm. ._,¢<d mb&&. Ew Snmﬂbm
the cultural hand-me-downs. frtan o .

i) Emum s-another kind of ; ﬁmnmAmnmmmvammbmmﬂ.ﬂnM@mﬁmSnn :
oing on-in this culture, and: boﬂmmm%m.w Snwmm_éﬂnbmwoﬁ own |
i chronicles of these times. Our stories all:tie together; our stories -
s .,o<o&m? and you can hear lots about me’in the stories of othe

past @ﬁmﬁnﬁ. of .a’century, the voices of trans people have
g 'in concert with the voices of more and more people
writing their work based on what we have to say. Suzanne
Vendy McKenna, Marjorie Garber, Jennie Livingston,
tler, Wendy Chapkis, Anne Bolin, Walter Williams, and
on Bell are some of the earliest cisgender writers who have
g: mmomm questions and making room for us to respond.
cen as much care as I can to encourage questions: in
%nﬂmb% questions about my conclusions. I hope that
this book is published I'll have some more questions:
are the hard part.

My story lies within the story-of the. late historian Louis Sullivan
Christine Jorgensen and Renée: Enﬁmam...mﬁaoﬁow...”nrmwﬁmnwm of m
story in their mﬁnogomamvgom ‘For %nmwm.,._mmb&% ”mmonw..ﬂnm,smrﬁ her
- story, my story, our story in-any.number:of ..&mﬁ....&wmmm% Rache
Pollack has painted trans into-her:tarot:cards: Laura:] ane Grac
belts it out in punk rock-and ‘whispers it in her poetrj.- Gwen
Smith ‘makes archives available online: For | decades, Leslie Fein
berg traveled back and forth, across the country-to make our story
heard.in the political arena: .@&.Hm.ﬂamnn....<oﬁm&9nm@nsnmm,.ﬁm,” ;
exquisite photographs. I.ana mbn:.p:% iwnroémwpvsbmsms .
their films: Mx: Justin Vivian'Bond, Huﬁomgmﬂ ‘Silvia Caldero
i David Harrison, and dozens more trans ,M.mouw.”.woumoﬁb.p,moﬁ sto
live onstage. Janet Mock, Laverne OON Wﬁwm&mmb@mgoa EoHo
© trans. people of color are ‘bringing - the H“.Eﬁmﬂ_mnn.ﬂowm@ of :gend
' race, class, and age into mainstream media. Trans @.mowun.ﬂm talk?
ing to one another at conferences.around the world;:in-onlin
meeting rooms, and through ‘mb.q.bnanmmwnm»nﬂgvmd,..omm@o
newsletters, and journals. It’s an: wwnﬁgm.ﬂ,ﬁgmm resdnit st
early days of a movement. It’s a-time éﬁoﬁﬂga&nmmb top
down the cultural baggage. We've _umm..sn mméﬁpm.,mnmﬁbm onto ol
cultural hand-me-downs. Gl e e

My voice-on. this:subject isnot ..nmnwmmms.
tive of all Qw:m:v.mov.__mm..ﬂ..mﬁw,<<r...m.:v,wm”. i
ity group:has .._um,,m:..m silent: .*.o_..w_mu.”. long:as
 have,as disjointed aswe have been; the te
dency ‘is:for ﬂ:omm,.....vi“..a_u.m.. ,.5.».@1@&0, St




INTERLUDE

. Z.Em mBQ _wowﬁm,

' To this:day, most people in the world believe-
«.that ;gender iis determined:by. one’s . geni-
tals.It’s no surprise that many. transgender
people:have ‘adoptedthat belief, pursuing
genital .conversion surgery-in their quest
for-a full-and. complete transition. The fol--
Iowing text s an-interview:| did on the sub-
“ject v<<#:,.v Issues Magazine; back in the ‘early
1990s—when most trans people opted to
_u_.,..m,oamNm.wcnwmnm_ _genital modification as a-

. :prerequisite to-transition. VWay back then, it
‘was all about the ladies. Transgender:men
..were: only ‘just:beginning:to- m:..m_,mm into

cultural-awareness.

h ﬁmﬁ& wuonmmm

Wed like to start with the S&o%n&\ R%:R& m:&-‘
wuts and bolts,” asit-were . ...

‘bolted from mine, that’s mQ sure ...

talk:a little-bit about. the entire process of the

dhowit’s done?
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Kate:

Issues:
Kate:

- about male-to-female surgery. “There are two female-t

Issues:

Kate:
Issues:
Kate:

-For example; in Hidden: /A "Gender, the character Jus
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~They then remove one end from the thigh, so the suitcase
handle is hanging: down. from: the:bottom:of the belly.
They don’thave a. way to extend the urethra through this
penis, so-the man must pee through: the same urethral
:opening he had when he was:a woman. Some men keep
 theirvaginas, some have their <mm5mmwmanm=% sewn up.
Okay. So-what about men.to women?

he most common-technique-is the one I had:it’s called
‘penile inversion.” They lay the penis out and make an
ncision:down thelength of it, pull-the skin open, scrape
ut:the: spongy:stuff, being very:careful not to disturb
‘the blood vessels'and'nerves. The:scrotal:sac is laid open,
th .ﬁmm&nm._ are removed ‘and:-become compost, I guess
[general laughter]: So then:they take the tip-of the penis
start pushing it in. Kind of like turning a-sock inside
‘Everyone has this: HSEH& cavity;: ﬁmrﬁ so 9@% just

It's a long process. It requires a year to two years of ther-
apy, and then another therapist has mo.ﬁmmwﬁn your ther-
apist’s opinion, for you to be qualified togotoa surgeon
and say, “See, they think'm a m&..a During that time you
can start hormones. o :
Before surgery you need to do what’s called a “Life
Test,” which is living as wﬁm&mww&mn& moH at Hommﬁ w year,
sometimes two years. . , ..
What does that mean? o S
Day and night. Before any kind of mmE.ﬂ& reassignment
surgery. In other words, if you were going to do this;
you’d have to live as a man for m.%mwa 8..2«.0. years to see
if you could function socially; if you could make a livin

Bond-plays [Herculine Barbin]:couldn® t function sociall
or economically as a man: ?&_mo, that would r»ﬁ bee
discovered and they would have said, “Hey, look: Give
up: Go back.” And some people cannot get it together:
function one way-or the other: mo,.%oﬁ live &.md,,..nmmﬁ an

then you go through: with moEﬁ&v mﬁmﬂ..%g know most

mn&% So-that 9@ oﬁm&m o». En penis vmnogmm the
of the new vagina. The tip of the penis functions
ositioniof a cervix. They. create a kind of clitoris,
the spongy material from the perineum. And then
pe forthebest: The realtricky part of the surgery
thra. You're catheterized; because:if you can't 't
ie;-So that’s:real important. ‘And they Emnm
.,mnW,AE.v..,nrmHn ‘while: everything heals:for about -
hd: then they remove the pack and youhave to -
&mﬂbm your new vagina by putting this little bal-
g in, and pumping it up, and letting it nEwmn moH
twenty minutes, five or six times a day. ‘
: noHEn things that you're told m_uosﬁ before
:so frightening; but funny.in- Homnom@nnﬁ
he pack-has been in there; Hﬁ..m%s_.mbnmbw

um\aﬂ,qﬁmmﬁ& opening; ‘and the ‘catheter’s

male techniques. Both-are- fine, ‘except that sometim
they’re not cosmetically-up to snuff; so to speak.
I'was-going to ask whether women can become .33 because
lot-more of ‘the sex nraswa vs:..,:mﬁ .nw..o:n .n*n §m= becomi
wormen. ol

Ah, the qualifier is that you hear m&oﬁﬁ it; :wm,mwoﬁ 50-5
Where does the penis come from?
Well, in one technique they take a skin “mnm#. either fro
the inner thigh or thebelly, rﬁmn&qao:,ﬁﬁ :and ‘att
it at the top of the thigh and ‘the bottomof the'b
Then the patient has to liein‘bed. ._moH_monH ..ﬂwwwm o
while this heals-up, to'make sure ﬁwn.Eoo&q moEm.
So you've basically:got-what looks like a suitcase han
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Issues:

Issues:

- while? It’s the last step?

Kate:

- -nooooooooo!” But eventually it gets.itself into the right

~inch, of intestine, which‘is a mucous ‘membrane, and

- computer could find vaguely: b,nwﬂ%m@ﬁu.m&, surgery wa
circumcision, and when it \mméh,&ﬁwxin,w&:.wmnm u@s&@

:On Hormones

Interlude 23

“happened with me ‘was I got my surgery about seven
‘months after I'd started taking hormones; because the
‘hormones have different effects on people. Yes; they can
cause ‘breast growth, ‘but this [referring to-her chest]
.mostly grew after surgery. What happened with me s
‘that my penis started shrinking incredibly. while T was
‘taking hormones. And the doctor said, “If I don’t do the
urgery now, we 're going to have to-add a skin graft from
your butt or your thigh, so that you can have some kind
depth:” I'd-already. told:him that I didn’t need much
nﬁﬁr [smiles] that wasn’t what I was concerned with.
hat other effects did the hormones have?

m% changed the texture of my skin—my- &Cbm alot
fter:They-caused breast:growth. I'm on'a hormonal
egimen now- of ‘what they would give most women
‘2 hysterectomy, ‘who still have a uterus. I take Pre-
arin‘every day, which is estrogen, and then seven days a
nth 1 take progesterone.

w&:w to-be.taking that forever?

ever. GEomm I want -to -go through Emsovwﬁmm
: gﬂ %Oﬁmr mE Hro a&mmmﬁ &aﬁwnoam " of

been pushing it, so the urethral opening is pushed over :
to the side, so you don’t know in: which direction you're
going to pee when-you: mbmzw..,.@mnu So. ﬂrg%mmﬂmoéﬁ
to pee, it shot straight up.in:the ..mE,...H.msmw.H.ﬂmm like, “Oh

position and you pee:in the _m.mwn.&unnmop e
There’s a doctor at Stanford who.performs this penile
inversion technique who takes a-section, about half an

also grafts-that in there; so &mﬂ#mé”.ynv&nuﬁmmwmnmﬁmn
it is, in fact; membranous tissue. I:don’t lubricate, so if
I'm going to have any kind of. @mﬂmﬂ.mﬂoﬁ&uom&,ruvﬁnm.
tion. The disadvantage to ﬁrmﬁ ..ﬁnnrgmﬁo is; thy i
stops lubricating, so you're kind of &émwm.ﬁwﬁ. msm mHoww
[smiles]. Which doesn’t' have to Vn,m“.&mm%mbﬁmmm.ﬁ.
How much did all this cost?- . : RITT.
Remember, this was Hommem..._n,ﬁmm.moE....‘.ﬁmotmmum dol:
lars for the nine days in the hospital, .w,mbm“.,woﬁw..wroﬁmmn
dollars to the doctor. Thern there: gBmw Qm_,ﬂ.ogm.gw air
mmam it was in Colorado.: mpmﬂmmm H..Hoﬁm_ of fees:involve

putin: mmnh& surgery” as-a: nmnmmoawwmu@.,&n%,.rmm o
gender listed as female. Well,.the oB%whmnwmoa%m&mﬂ th

created a loop that it couldn’t get out: of. mmo_.n _smﬁ spun
around in the computer fora d&ubo. ,

So this actual surgery w&%ﬁﬁ &m% SF:N%%&:S:& \w

It’s ‘what they consider- the mb& step;. %mw., ..bb& W] ore sensitive than your vaginal ﬂmbm %oGH nrﬁonm .
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is more sensitive than my clitoris. I.can be stimulated to:
clitoral orgasm. That’s a lot of fun. Wnnmw:%wgﬂnr mor

so than with a vaginal orgasm. It’s:been changing. But:
can have a vaginal orgasm just by the stimulation of th
vaginal walls. That’s kind of nifty; too. Ldohavealack o
sensation in my labia.-I can mmmwwuommﬁmwv&.&m. surfac
of the skin'does not rmﬁ...mu% sensation. So-there was
certain amount of nerve damage there. -

AMING ALL THE PARTS

These days, not w__..H_.mnm.mm:n_m_...,vm,ov_m.o i
for genital modification—and many. decid e
against taking hormone: Nonetheless; su .&E.&s. or mo.%mmam.oﬁ. B%,.rmﬂ I didn’t Listen, I didn’t
gical m:n_,H_go*.Bo:w__._uon_X.Bon_% cations a s; I-didn’t talk, T didn’t deal with gender—I- avoided
ans; ) sbest1 could: T lived frantically on the edge of my

to. n:msmm”"o:_.. .m_u_ummazn or _u._,mmm:ﬁwn_o

has always been present.in:tr yeople:- as then'called my transsexualism that I'began

it's justa Bmﬁm—.wow_im%oa._ n .ﬁmm_.mm \| der and really: éxamine it from:several sides. As
X | such. ‘changes—or: _._mn_A_,.& :'changes—-a 00! facetiof gender, I'needed to'fix it'with:a-label or
. worthy of our.respect.: : : yeteal

m %w@mn Enmébm

‘Labels -and- definitions—and  the -language
itself-—have’ ﬂ_._m__) uses in“much-the same
ign -easy; to travel:
. ﬂ_._m vo::.. out the: a_wmnn_o:m. But you: aozﬂ
.,mmﬁ ‘to 'where you're going:when you _c.ﬁ....,
‘stand‘underneath some sign, im_ﬂ_:m for it

e

o 8: vd: what to-do.

%m (o} E% uoE,bn% gﬂ Q.ﬁbm to define En Hurn-

There’s a real simple way to fookat gender:

“ 70 My Bar-Mitzvah: March 4, 196 1,*Today. am.a man.”:
‘once upon-a time, someonhe drew a-line
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arly as:1 702, a French explorer
.ﬂo:ﬁ years. .among the -
10ted that berdaches were

in the sands of a culture and proclaimed

with great mm_ﬁ.m_ﬁ:_u.o.wﬂw:nm... “On  this: side;

you are-a man; on the: other side, you:-a
9

a woman.” It’s time for the winds of change
to blow that line away. Simple. :

Gender means class. By calling gender a-system. of ‘classificatio
we can dismantle the system and examine its’ components."S
zanne Kessler and Wendy McKenna in their landmark 1978 boo
Gender: An Ethnomethodological Approach.open the door to viewin
gender as a social construct.. Hrm% wE@oEﬂ various m&oboamb
of gender, as follows: S R

re Liette, “Memoir of Pierre Liette

.on the lllinois Country”

decision’by putting a:child inside a tipi with aloom
arrow—female:anid male implements, respectively.
o the tipi; and:whatever the child grabbed as he/she.
ermined the; child’s gender. It ‘was perfectly natural .
o that the:child ‘had some say in determining its
( .ompare’this ‘method with the following modern

Gender Assignment
Gender mmmﬁdabmbﬁ rmﬁugm éwg ﬂr@ o&ga .mm%m.w._q.@?m,a 4

Educational Telecommu-

anrearly-online bulle-
:Qm.:.w ‘in-tiny rural
Sez..na.ﬁm.,..,i_.ﬁr..,ﬁzmmzﬁ
thia: Denton; until

infant mbm mm%, :# rmm a HumEm“ t
Wmﬁw a @nEm it'sa mi "It rmm _HE

not been so Em&.
Hb the om&% Ebonnmﬁmw mB

nation trans @9.85 was: ww&&% “Walter:
and the Flesh-chronicles nearly as many J%mm of dm&bﬁr@ as’
‘were nations in the Americas. .
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woman; rather; it-was myunshakable conviction that I
ot a boy or a-man: It was the absence of a feeling, rather
s presence, that convinced me to change my gender.

had asked the question and said, ‘Do
you know if this is a boy or-a girl? She
said, ‘No, how am | supposed to know :
that?’ | said, ‘Oh, the rest of the world:
is supposed to-know that Michelle is .a:
girl, but you have no social responsibility

What does a man feel like?
‘'What does a woman feel like?

Do you feel “like a man™?

Do you feel “like 2 woman™?

I'd really like to know that from people.

s

to_know if this is a -boy or a girl?’ She-
stopped and said; ‘Oh.’And then she re-
phrased her reply considerably.”.

—Jacques Leslie, “The Cursor Cowboy,” 1993: ‘ g
dentity answersanother question: “To which gender

ant to belong?” Being-and belonging are closely
oncepts when'it comes to- gender. I felt I.-was a woman
d'more important I felt T belonged with other women
mv ‘In this-culture; the only two sanctioned gender clubs
and “women.” If you'don’t belong to one or the other,
1d in'no-uncertain terms to sign up fast.

Is the amﬁm_.B_zpeo: Om ,o:m.. w:oﬁ_‘_m-.m mm

~der a “social responsibi
Do:we: :w<m..ﬂ:m..__mm.m_..,Bo..m_.”..Q...mﬂ:_nm_ :m:
to-decide and assign o:?,,ois_.mmm:n_ma
Or does ﬂ:mﬂ..._._w:ﬂ&m_o:m do,.a_._mw.mﬁnmu th
church;and: ﬁ_‘_vm,..amn__nm_ . _u_,.o_“m.q.m_o:Q

If genderis: n_mmm_mnmn_o?..nm:, we: mmoa
throw -away the very basic. :m_._ﬂ....Ho\_,.n_mm eetLoretta‘Martin-~

sify ourselves?
BRYS

Qmﬁmmn E.mﬂﬁ%

n,mr..zg and-Paul McCartney,
mnmﬂ started giving Sﬁ% mvoﬁﬁ mwbmﬂ. mg was; mumm...ono &%m 1 “Get Back,” 1969 -
question that would keep coming up:>“Do you mm.mﬁEm.w WO
now?” “Did you ever feel like a man?”-“How-did %oﬁ.wnoﬂ wha
a woman would feel like?” S T

I've no idea what “a woman” ..mmmmw...?m..a never:did feel like

I remember a dream | had:when:l - was:no

more than seven or eight years old—!
might have been younger:!n this‘dream;, two




30 GENDER OUTLAW

menmn WOHmm

. OQEQ roles: are: collections. of - mmnnon Qmﬂ ”_,.mwmdqmn m.am
“tion, “How do I'need to function so that society perceives'me

-on the sideof the men, and:| was bein

- the men attached:a long ._,ovmw..ﬁo the ca

Naming All the:Parts 31

omem or-not belonging to a specific gender?” Some people
diinclude appearance, sexual orientation, and methods. of
Eﬁnmﬁowﬁwm@ the term, but I think it makes more sense
so think:in terms of things like jobs, economic roles, chores,
«in otherwords, positions and actions specific to a given
as defined by-a culture. Gender roles, when followed, send
1s-of membership in a given gender.

the mw_.ﬂ:.“,imm..mn_qm:aw n_.»n_amn_.. An 2.3«
men o:.o:m.m_n_.mamnmn_ .w:”m_,zds.o,q wome
on-the; oﬂ:mn...._.._.:m mo._n__m_.m.o_._ both side
were - mx:»:mﬂmn_. ,._.:.m< “were “all" wearir
skins—I.remember .m_.:m___:m the untanne
leather: in-my. :dream.| ‘was:a young “bo

Expression _

expression is-how we put our gender identity into play
, : world—and like: gender identity, the manner in which
rssedith = O] r-end of the rope.ove ssour.gender(s) is forusalone'to decide. Components of
xpression include but:are notlimited to: clothing, body
on;:speech, posture; movement, language, attitude—
takes for'us to-experience-integrity, fulfillment, and
er:expression is how we mmawma a desired gender attribu-

tied down to a.roughly. .:m<<=... .nm_,ﬂ 1 was
struggling. When. _.,,s\mw....nov_s._u_mﬂm_v\ secu

«gender-attribution, éwﬂmw% we look at somebody
at’s'a'man,” or“That’s'a: woman.” And this isimpor-
the way we perceiveanother’s gender affects the way
at person. Gender attribution is the sneaky one. It’s
o-all the: time ‘without thinking about it; kinda like
ighteen-wheeler down a crowded Fmrém% .o e with-

about it. g

to _umv\n_.:mﬂ_,.,m..n._m:mﬂu_.u ty. -

y

&mﬂm that it would take the presence ‘of roughl
es to-outweigh the presence: of ‘one: male cue:
ason why more trans women-today get: “sirred”
ans‘men get called “ma’am.”

tuire;: mmb&ma attribution; like gender assignment, is
hat s, one is-assumed to be male-until perceived
-ording to-a study done by Kessler and: McKenna;,
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Gender attribution depends on-cues given by the-attributee
and cues perceived by the attributer.’ .Hro...”..nwﬂnmoﬂa of cues:as’
have looked at them apply to a me.x.%ownwm.”.WEE.W.Wmﬁmmﬂm%
tem, although they could be relevant toa more fliridly ‘gendered
system: I found these cues to be: ﬁmom&._..B..‘.ﬁEEbmwmnﬂon...Bﬂ_Q.om
gender role-playing: body, hair,: &Q&o&. ..<oHnm. .\_.mWE..”.,.mBm_ moves

ment.

Pm nearly six ‘feet ‘tall, “and. 'm large-
boned: _.__6 Bomﬂ,m.vmov_mwuwmm_m:mn_ .Bm_m, at

birth; _3 :m:%..mmmn

msn_ao_nmmnam arepro

tion away. from ﬂrmB,. :...._. /iwzﬂu“ﬂo wnr_m<m

female mﬁ_.,_v:n,_o:,.. a.o:.. _umo_u_m. See, ' kno

gender, my: m_.mm\n.._o*_m_iw__e:m .ﬁ_.:d:m: 4
world:-as'a:woman.

‘Susan. wnosdEEma s book Femininity is .mbv..ﬁumwnazgn._ mbma@m 0,
the social impact of physical factors-as. mmﬂm.mﬂoﬁw?._

Behavioral  -cues - include - Emnbwnm ,m.mnonﬁbf protocol,an
deportment. Like physical cues;: nrmSoH&..ﬂ.nﬁm.m.wam..nn_mﬂﬁ
the contexts of time and culture. Most advic .i@gmnm..@mm_%

-pense gender-specific manners. ‘The' Bmuoﬁﬁ%_.._om -the:behavio

alone and with others.

a.lot:of -emphasis was given to manners::
*'Who'stands up to shake hands? Who. exits
“an-elevator first? Who opens: doors? <<:o ‘
__m:ﬁm n_mm:)mahmmV These ‘areall cues | had
_tolearn in order to‘pass as a woman.in
. this-culture. 1t wasn’t ’til 1:'began to' read
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ome points of manners are not taught in books of etiquette.
they are signals we'learn from: one another, mostly sig-
nowledging membership to an upper- (male-) or lower-
gendered class. But to-commit some of - these manners
iting:in: terms of .gender-specific behavior would: be an
dgment that gender exists as a class system.

Here’s one: As part of learning to pass-asa
woman, | 'was taught to avoid eye contact
when-walking down the street; that look-

~-ing someone in the eye was a male cue.
- Nowadays, sometimes I'll - look -away, and
sometimes 'l look someone in the eyes—

it’s a-behavior ‘pattern that’s more fun to

~play with than to follow rigidly. A femme

cue (not“woman,” but‘femme”) is to meet

‘someone’s “eyes (usually a butch), glance

quickly away; then slowly look back into the

‘butch’s eyes-and hold that gaze: great, hot
fun; that one! None of this:is - written down
‘or ‘even: particularly: enforceable, but in my

part of ‘the world, all of this'was required

for membership ‘in ‘the gender woman.

,.AO,,ﬂ interest:is'that these are also universal
cues ‘of submission.):

‘In ‘many'of the transsexual-and transves-
tite support meetings I've-attended, when
the-subject of the discussion was _ummmim_..
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“Uh, no,” | replied.

“Oh! Divorced!”. he _qun_m_z._mn_ -with
W:mn a bit of hope in his voice. “Let’s see
your license” | handed him my old driv- m
er’s_license with my male:name on it. He N
.glanced -down at the card, apparently not

-registering what he saw. “Youjust.go.-on

_over-there; honey, and take your test. Ve'll

have you fixed - up soon.Oh;” he added with

.- a-wink; “if you.need anything special, you
just come back :nnm.m:n_ ask old.Fred.”

|- left-old- Fred- and joined the line. for

. .my test. | handed the next officer both my
license and my court order. authorizing: my
name change. This time, the officer didn’t
give.my license a cursory glance. He kept
.:looking: at:'me, then down at the paper,
_then. me, then the paper. His face grim, he
‘pointed over to the direction of the testing
booths. On my way over to the booths, old
. -Fred, nw.__mn_..mo.:ﬂ. “Honey, they treating you
‘all-right?”-Before | .could reply, the second
‘.ommnmﬂ.m:mlm.n_‘mm old Fred to*‘get your butt
over” to look at all my paperwork.
~ lreachedthe testing booths and looked
back:just.in time to see a quite crestfallen:
.old Fred:looking at me, then the paper, ﬂrm,:
me, then the paper.

 feminist literature that |: _ummm:_ﬂomn_:mmﬁ_o: v
- these cues or to-see .,ﬂ:m_.:...mm .o_u_uwmmm_<m.. :

>a n:_m_,_v\_‘_zam_,mmﬁ
,v_._o_, \8 3*..*:__ ,ﬁ_,mzm_ﬂ o?.._.n_ .vmm: v:__mn_

n_mm. _ ‘was; <<o_._c=m.”_:.. no_._uo-.mﬂm >3m
Ford >m3m_umnm. On 3< ._c:nr break, | <<m

to .\n:_m:., .._._..nms.mmm...._.:mu...v._._.m.._m.. 0381 wﬁ
-desk wasflirting .<<_ﬁr,..ﬂ.3m. and n_a: t kn
what to. do:with that sol _Amvﬂ._oo_e:m awa

iclude cultural -and subcultural myths that sup-
iin.a given gender. This culture’s myths E&ﬁmmm \
eaker sex, dumb blonde, strong silent type; and
ious waves of the women's Eoswsmsﬁ have had .
multitude. of. Bd:&m of male mc.@mﬁoﬁaw and the

: isnonbinary gender.

v

“Just get B.m-._.._mn_w.,.._,rm ,.wu_mmm.,_os.u_._w.
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But:in Western civilization, we bow down to the great

‘Power dynamics as cue include modes of communication, com-
Hbm&n& science. And so, no other type of gender holds

munication techniques, and degrees of aggressiveness; assertive:
ness, persistence, and ambition. : [ : .

ical gender;, as QQQ.EE& by science and documented by
Ahich is the'most universally respected gender cue—it
rly always guarantees a desired attribution. Bio gender
Jassifiesa person through-any combination of body type,
'omes; hormones; genitals; reproductive organs, or some
rporal:or chemical essence. Belief in biological gender is
elief'in the supremacy of the body in the determination
ty:-It’s biological gender that most folks refer to when
ex. By calling something “sex,” we grant it seniority over
ther types of gender—by some right of biology.

Sexual orientationas cue highlights; in mww_,.m..,o.%ma culture;
the heterosexual imperative (or-in:the .,..H.mm_.u%uﬁ...m.mﬂm.ﬁ._mm%.w.nﬁﬁﬁ
the homosexuial imperative). For this:reason, many male hetere
sexual ‘transvestites who ‘wish to' pass-as female will. go out on
a “date” with another man (whois dressed ww.m.EmbYlmpn tw
seem to'be a heterosexual couple. In glancing at mpm.«,.ﬂogmb
the two, an inner'dialogue might'go, “It’s ‘wearing adress; and
hanging on the arm of a'man; so'it Bﬁmm”_,u.w,..m_ﬂogmﬁmr [aE

For the same man to pass as‘a H.mE&m..B. alesbian ‘bar, _pw

. K 33

need to be with'a éoﬁmbu.&nmmm&.mm.m.ﬁogmp“ asa. date:

wese parts of gender determine types of gender that in
mselves are not gender, but criteria for systemic clas-
And there’s sex, which somehow winds up on-top of
Add-to ‘this roomful-of seeds ‘the words male, female,
feminine, man, woman, boy, gitl. ‘These words fall under
~of gender and-are highly mﬁEmnDSw depending on
. em: of gender one is following.

teenage boys.“Look; it neof this explains why there is such a widespread insis-
said- one-of ‘the: _uo<m.”._. v the conflation of sex and gender. I think a larger ques-
said another.: ..._.:mﬁ.m,..ﬂ.. .m.:.ucm:._.. .o:ﬁﬂm Burocentric culture needs to see so much in terms of

l:remember .o:«o._... .m.oc.__.n_..,”.. of w_”.c_.v\ -evenin,

_u.z_wam_vzwmmvnﬁ.mu.wxm&.mwmm_,_.ﬂ my-'surgel

<<m=A_:m ___Am _o<m_.m..<<m__b003_=m,8<<m_.

.,.om% <n.n...803,.\..n_vm.n___.,.w:a ‘thr

‘was-a famil;

bea Bm:,._H_q:mw,,ﬂmm_,b,:,,m:wn_:_....

Sexuality and gender are discrete: Hurmﬂobpobm..‘@mmab&nm o It’s not like:gender is the only thing we con- :

qualifier oneis-using’ for: mmbm.mn &m,nnmbﬂmno.. fuse with sex: >m a culture, we're: m:noE,..

der Em% or may not'beseen as: m.m@nn&mbﬂ.ob” - “aged to equate sex (both ‘the act and “.,nrm.

- biology) with-money, success; “m:awmmng.mqw
-and with the products we're told will ‘help
us attain-money, success;.and-security. VVe
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nt-upon) as sex (the biological identity). Please keep in
vhatwe are calling sex (biological gender) s as ephem-
other gender, because determining sex/gender by the
absence of a penis-is at best-a haphazard guess as it
&m ompmn mmnﬁoH f goyom_n& identity. And that brings

live in. .m,.”n:_ﬁcwm..“...ﬂrmﬁ“..”m:nnmm.n_ =N
-products -(the ...u_umx.._.oﬁ”mnno:\_v__m_,__.:m:
capitalism) by Aw__m..:_:ma:om . products wi
the mﬁm_s_sm:.n o* one’s .mmxcm_ @:Sm_mm an

gender: _n_m:n_Q ; :
mi_nnr_:m.. .3*.....,“mm:n_m. knocked::me

:mm&.“n.mov:_.ﬁ_.n&ma meth-
chinology to-confirm that...
the gender component; of identityis:the
yne-articulated-.during-
everyane: {except for-bisexu-:
gards:it asthe prime cri-

: ‘sex partner.”
sw.w.,._micn.m_.oﬂmn Reality/

spoke to Bm,,.m._&o:,m:. ‘of them beckone

Kinds of Sex
Obscenerldéology, 1983

“Can you orgasm with that vagina?” :

—-Audience member question.for-Kate on The

Geraldo. Z<m3.”m:o<< e

m%m\nﬂs sexisa m:bEmH mﬁmuﬁzm Emnmarmb_. mmbm.ma..

- “Yah, the E::‘_?:m works n:q so: Qomm
the electricity.”

—Kate’s answer

mmN, mGE&:& and gender all 85%&.,.@@!,.,.
ther. And so, the-only choices

Ew focus Om our:sexuial-desire-are Qﬁmo.

del: Edﬁﬁnﬁ m,..nEEHmE% defined wp&a mm 5
ith a‘culturally defined female.
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al nature of someone’s sexual desire. In the same ?.m%
re many ways beyond simple biology to parse: gender

» “Gay male model: two n&ﬁsﬂm:% mmmbnm.. men .540?& with

each other. : S
»  Lesbian model: two. n&gé%momb& ﬂoﬁﬁs ,E<o~<om and gender expression, there are many factors'on which
with each other. DI AR o ase sexual orientation: ‘Examples of alternate dynamic

“»- Bisexual'model: nEEamz%mmmb& men mwm., ﬁoﬁmmﬂw
could be involved with either nEEHmE% anmmmmwwbmn,oﬁ

Femme model, however that may be defined by its

Variants to - these gender- “based ..,H&pﬁobmg &Bﬁnﬁnw_
include heterosexual female withgay male g2y miale withlesb
woman, lesbian woman with heterosex i
bisexual male, and'so forth. People involved
that each dynamic is different from: the .omwmhm ,
with another lesbian, for example, iin-: .,49.%,,.&@3 nt .&mﬁ
mw% than that of a lesbian involved: .
%Sw s &mgnﬁ from waﬁw a wnmgmb.ﬂogmbmaaﬂoz&.,,.59,..»

hether worn by men' or
&S,_v& ‘of detachment.
s the wearer -the:
ing the observer, not
.oowwwmrmm:#nmw.
“whether in a qui-
xually ‘flashy_fashion.
:m,m..aﬁ,&mﬁ:m:ﬂ I
flesh because: [-am’

dynamic, acknowledged ornot by mum _
of sexual orientation’ anmHOmnNﬁ&pQ\ _uoBOmmNﬁme.

‘a challenge—"1
: ike .s\.:ai see”

ces insecurity, a
/ d exposure. The -
ze ‘and:it-takes-a
elf-confidence-to

crets:VWomen-

ﬂ..‘_umﬁ.w.‘..nm~ 1986

om& é?nﬁ .can be mﬁi&mn mEuQmm&mmm as
bmissive or sadist/masochist.: S

3&3 &q Hrm @a@:nﬁ ..EHm HnmEnm in HEEHENE i
and a&mioa_ﬁ ,, .
nocE be more: E._@oﬂnmsﬂ than: mms er tops or-
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._.J« making a list of ways in-which sexual
preference or orientation ‘could:be mea-
sured in your own life;and then-add to:that
list (or:subtract from it) .every.day for a
month, or-a-year (or- for the rest of your
life). Could. be fun!

ders. with dispatch and grace, for being
as ‘aroused -and sexudlly available:-and :
desirable as possible, and for letting her .
‘top know’ when she is physically.uncom-
fortable or needs a break. . . . The top::
is. responsible for constructing a.scene.
that falls within the bottom’s limits, al-
though it is permissible to stretch her
limit if she suddenly Q_.uno(m«m the ca-
pacity to go further than she ever has.
before. .
—Patrick Califia, Sapphistry: The Book of

Lesbian Sexuality, /983

There are also: :
eir-caped- crusader

rosexudlity. is a mis--

Butch/ w§§r§o&m~m
Femme/Femme models
Triad (or §3&..§&mwh
Human/Animal ..SS&NW.
Adult/Child, :\Smn?
Same-aged models .
Parent/ Child models
Multiple @aﬁ:.wasﬁom.mw. !
Able-bodied models
U&.Qmﬁ@.az& bodies :Smnw,
w@énsnrem :Smaw.

e

Monogamous models:
?@5.3963 models.

of mmx E@ be--

b mﬂ&.ﬁ. AObm &m%&nmﬂg of a.mbﬁﬁ%v and lesbians that we
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-are-hearing -so:much- about- recently: -
arewieanre o Color - -~ . RightSide
in-other words; the sexual-encounter: is - . —
b b 5 ; : - Green- e 2o Hustler, Buying-
eer because:both partners. are:-queer - B
* dith d ?” i M - Olive Drab> - . " Uniforms/Military,-Bottom:-
and.the:genders -of theparticipants. are: : o
p \.m ¢ fust b P mv.qs , White: -+ 75550 = Novice - (or Virgin).-
Just because -Batman:is —
ess=re m<.n: Jus .nzm . - White:Lace:+=~ i 7 Victorian:Scenes, Bottom: ¢
male and Catwoman is female:does not A - ,
L. : o CaGray o i Wants to-Be - Putvin:-Bondage:
make their interactions heterosexual— . ) .
ehink about it there is nothing straight “:Brown:-:; #;... - Shit-Scenes,Bottom .-
_think-about:it; there is nothing :strai :
. : b g g hipping; Top Heavy-$/M- & <<_=%_=m. waas

about two people getting it on in rubber
and latex: costumes, wearing eyemasks
and:carrying whips and-other accoutre- -

~Piercee. -

: ‘Is-Menstruating
<lavender'- .+, - :Group:Sex, Bottom
ments. .

s Pinks t +-Breast”Fondlee:
—Judith Halberstam, “Queer Creatures,”On . o :

Our Backs, Nov/Dec 1992

me% <mﬂmﬁosm @ommpzo mmws& oﬂmbﬁmnob\
Q&E.mb% linked to-our gender system: (and
ur.-gender-identity; biological -or. otherwise)

e ioa.w@nm and trans wao_&o

side, or passive if worn on mum Emrﬁ
I!\l\s\.w\. T et S
Left Side Color ~

A :common’: mi conception is- that male-
cross-dressers.-are: both.-gay -and; prosti-
Eﬂ.mn whereas: the truth:of the matter iis

Fist Fucker Red.
o ha Bomn n_.omm-n_wmmmmwm that I've’ Bma o_n_ ;
Anal Sex, Top Dark’Blue :
. i . ow 303 mainstream’ jobs; nm-.mm
Oral Sex, Top Light: Blue-:.: :
. . IR oﬁmmm_ozm.,w_.\m,ﬂBm:._ma..u:n_ are practicing:
light S/M, Top - Robin’s-Egg- Blue: S : . L
: S heterosexuals:
Foot:Fetish; Top . -Mustard °
- Anything: Goes, To| - - Orange Lla L . Ll
.,V. g hoes. p LU o combine.its subcultures into-man-
+-2:Gives :Golden, Showers Yellow = T . Lhrl
- thHose who: practice nontraditional sex
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really. good-about the day. | got- dressed

for work, and' checking the: mirror: before

| .._mm., ._.u.:_Amn_ :what|- saw—at last!: | opened

the door to leave the building; only to find

two workmen :standing .on.the porch, the

w000 o hand-of one-poised: to knock on the door.

s Thisworkman’s-face litup when:he saw me.

. - “Well?”-he said. “Don’t you-look beautiful

v todayth At that moment, | realized | didn’t

e know:how: to-respond to: that. I felt like a

deer caught.in:the headlights-of an oncom-

ing:truck. | really wasn’t prepared for peo-

pleto-be-attracted:to:me: It took-me:a

long time to no:,._mo..nm_u_v:,.mmvo:n_ to.-aman

e who’s. attracted .to.me—I:never :mastered
~the.rituals:of male/female attraction.:

are seen by members of the &ogmsﬁ nﬁgm (as wellasby mem
‘bers of sex 8&. mmbmoa msvn&ﬂﬁ.mmv_. asa whole with:those»who
embody nontraditional genders Hon.w and identities. EH%.»_.SOHW.S
deconstruct the- mmb&ma m%mmmg.bm&.,m 8.SWQ...”..Bﬁo._.,.m.n,nosbﬂ,ﬂrn
artificial mﬁ&mﬁb of mﬁ_un:b.ﬁmmwignr. might itself collapse if
the confusion of terms holding it ﬁomm.&.wn were to be'settled:

- In any case, if we buy. EHO.,.nmﬁmmoﬂmm,Om mmwﬁ&,_oﬁmwﬁmﬁom
based solely on: mob&mﬂlroﬁmwomg&. .WOBom.mNm&v.ﬂ,nﬂ._uamNﬁ&
and even transamorous—we re cheating ourselves ofa mmmamg.

presumed male/female UEE.SQH&SWOE%Z% of a'search
examination of our real gender identity. .

wish to %n&mﬁn@.moﬂbgﬂ@o&wognﬁEbm that
mmaﬁn_@&, .or:that 'm not: currently experiencing:
dentity.appropriate (or appropriately inappro-
extin:which I'want to experience m_pm,ﬂumamon or
ext no&& be: mb%mﬂbm a-romantic 540755@2, ;
a boat trip up a nmh& .On a boat trip up the
@Emm&% bea passengerora crew member: Ina
d'be a player; an audience member, 2 nObnmw..

1%

moom. Hoowubm md% Zos.mmm%m mmMHH,

v:étL\lf\.
ot

need to: ao mﬂw% 45& mnsmn

in 4@9@5 it gets less: obyious about what H bwmm..m..
have an: appropriate identity, but-l would:nee
Siven:that most romantic or sexual. 5<OH

iate %DBQ to ‘havein-a. romantic; H&mﬂoag@\,.

dentity; or mogmﬁgbm that passes for mmnmmu. &
errole.-A-gender role could:be; for. example,
esl yutch;femme, top;.or voﬁoﬁl.,mp,nmo areall

p,ioam:w._...io_a.m.‘c_u,...oa orning-a
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the more conflated become the concepts of sex, sexuality,
mManmm, can you recall the last time you saw some-
ose' gender was ambiguous? Was this person attractive
And if you knew they called themselves neither a man
man, what ‘would- it make you if you're attracted to
on? And if you were to kiss? Make love? What would

methods of acting. So, even without one of two approved momao
identities per se, some workable: identity nmb..vm.nmbmm Emumnm pu
into motion within a relationship: . -

‘When we ‘play with -our- identities;.

~play: iﬁrm.”_n_mm?mwmoimw..mn_n_..__ﬂ..En%.,ma.ac_mn
desire, .others: ..&Bi..murv_mmm:.m ik
ourselves attractive to n.moawo.am,.. v
ify: our identity; or- ast the:
of an .mn_.m:n#xl.-,.m:a#r
.identity: L

| remember one time at a gay and lesbian

writers’ conference in San Francisco, | was

ona panel and asking these:same questions.

Because'it was a specifically' gay and-lesbian
‘audience, an audience that 'defined itself by. -

its "sexual ‘orientation, |- wanted to tweak

* them on'that identity. 1 asked,“And what

if I strapped -on’ a dildo and made love to

T love being without-an: aowﬂaﬂl.ﬁ mﬁnm ..Bm .w .Hoﬂ .om ‘room
play around—but it makes me dizzy; having nowhere tohangm
hat. When I-get too-tired of not _pmgm‘mﬁ.amﬂﬁq 1 take or
on: it doesn’t really matter what identity .H..\nmwmo”..obw.ﬂmposm a
HonomENmEn I.can be a writer, a Hoﬁwn .,,.m.vn.omummm_pnn,, .

you: what would ‘that make me?” Without
‘missing a beat; panelist Carol Queen piped
-up,“Nostalgic.”

g Bmﬁw&wnm mmmm.o
T Our: nEEHm s o_umommom gﬁw n._mmu.. 2

moomm E&. services, mbm. so we're: _uombvwaom &E%
noBBoHQ& mbbognnaobﬁm momn& o E&m usids H mEbm




