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Office Hours: Wed. 2-3 pm, or by appointment.




Every year, millions of people plan a trip to Italy to visit museums, stroll through ancient cities, and explore the local cuisine. They usually record their impressions with words, pictures, or social media posts, bringing home fond memories and precious souvenirs. 
This phenomenon has been going on for several centuries. From prominent Romantic writers to fin-de-siècle college students, and from postwar filmmakers to contemporary influencers, English-speaking travelers have crafted the notion of Italy as a dreamlike destination offering a luxurious, healthy, and affordable lifestyle. 
In this course we will address one simple question: Why is the world so fascinated with Italy? 
Through close readings of literary texts and screenings of movies, we will discuss relevant contemporary issues like (over)tourism, transnationalism, sustainable mobility, and cultural hegemony. 


	Learning Goals: 
The Balch Seminars introduce all first-year students at Bryn Mawr to a critical, probing, thoughtful approach to the world and our roles in it. Through intensive reading and writing, the thought-provoking Balch Seminars aim to: 
1) Teach critical thinking about broad intellectual questions within and/or across disciplines through close reading, re-reading, and interpretation of substantial written, visual, and material texts. 
2) Give students instructions and practice in writing as a flexible tool of inquiry and interpretation; and to introduce students to college-level writing, moving them beyond the formulaic writing they learn in high school. More specifically, the course teaches: 
· To respond thoughtfully in writing to course texts; 
· To construct clear, convincing written argument based on non-obvious claims; 
· To develop these arguments through reasoning and evidence; 
· To communicate in clear, readable prose. 
3) To make students conscious of writing as a process; to help them develop effective writing habits; to teach them to assess strengths and weaknesses of their writing in the draft stage; to guide them to rethink and revise in response to faculty and peer feedback; and to teach them to copy-edit carefully. 
4) To teach students to use sources fairly and effectively; to teach the logic and practice of citation and documentation; and to ensure that students understand how to avoid misusing sources. 
5) To model effective discussion strategies and to create a dynamic learning community, teaching students to participate effectively in small-group conversation. 
6) To inspire and delight students through intellectual inquiry; to invite students into the academic community; and to affirm their agency as learners and the value of their perspectives in creating knowledge and shaping discourse. 


	USEFUL LINKS

The Department of Transnational Italian Studies’ Instagram Page:
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The Tri-Co’s Italian
Facebook Group:
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GRADE BREAKDOWN:

	Papers
	65%

	Short Answers
	10%

	Participation
	25%




	4.0 (A)  
	Excellent

	3.7 (A-)
	Excellent

	3.3 (B+)
	Very Good

	3.0 (B)
	Good

	2.7 (B-)
	Good

	2.3 (C+)
	Satisfactory

	2.0 (C)
	Satisfactory

	1.7 (C-)
	Below Merit

	1.3 (D+)
	Below Merit 

	1.0 (D)
	Below Merit

	0 (F)
	Failure 




	Reading Materials:
This course is 100% accessible, meaning that all readings and movies will be provided for free. Texts will be shared in .pdf or .doc format on Moodle. Movies will be available on Kanopy or through LITS. 

	
In Class: 
The course will be taught entirely in English. Students should perceive themselves as individuals belonging to an international community of writing, bringing their own personal experience and sharing whatever they feel comfortable to share. Furthermore, I generally require students to stow away their electronic devices, unless there is an accessibility/accommodation issue. 
 

	Out of Class: 
Reading and writing are crucial parts of this course. Out-of-class homework will be usually divided into two separate actions: 
a) A light workload of reading, usually 3-5 pages, to be completed in 1-2 days (from Tuesday to Thursday); 
b) A heavy workload of reading, usually 10-15 pages, to be completed in 4-5 days (from Thursday to the following Tuesday). 
The reading material will be appropriate to first-year students: that is, challenging, interpretable texts that encourage and reward deep reading and critical thinking. Students are also encouraged to print the material and take notes on the margins to facilitate close reading and reasoning. 
Throughout the semester, you will be required to write a total of 25 pages, divided as follows: 
a) Four 5-page long papers, written both in and out of class (first draft + feedback + final draft).  
b) A dozen short answers, written in class (usually ½ or 1 page long). 

	
Evaluation: 
There is no final exam for this Emily Balch Seminar. Students will be evaluated holistically, according to their progress throughout the semester, their participation in class, and their papers. In order to boost their final grade, students are offered the opportunity to perform one in-class speaking assignment (a short presentation, for instance) to sharpen their public skills.


	One-on-one Meetings: 
Each student should meet with the professor at least four times over the semester for a 20-minute conference to discuss the writing in process. Each meeting should happen before submitting the pages due for any major assignment (papers). These conferences are a required feature of the program, and they help students understand how to interact with faculty members while gaining first-hand experience on crafting scholarly work. 

	
Attendance & Absences 
Since the Emily Balch Seminar series helps first-year student to quickly become proficient in academic work, attendance is critical and mandatory. Each student is allowed two unexcused absences to accommodate personal emergencies and minor illness. Two late arrivals (10 minutes or more) count as an absence. Unjustified absences after the first two will affect your ability to pass the Emily Balch Seminar. Homework will be assigned twice a week and posted on Moodle with an indication of the deadline. Therefore, in case of absence, you are responsible to make up homework and class activity. In case you need to have to miss class for a religious holiday, please alert me in advance so that we can plan some make-up activity. 
 

	Contribution to the class: 
There are many ways to participate to a college class. Some students are vocal and thrive in discussion and debate; others may feel more comfortable reading aloud an excerpt from their work; others might be more introspective and prefer silent thinking. I expect each student to contribute in their own way. Stepping out of your comfort zone is a pivotal moment in your first college year, and the Emily Balch Seminars is the perfect place to do it. 
(And remember: you can always talk to me to figure out the best way for you to get the most out of this experience!) 

	
AI: 
This is a seminar focused on writing and reading. A primary learning goal is to develop your skills in conveying complicated ideas in simple ways. Of course, conveying ideas simply requires a strong understanding of concepts as well as clear and effective writing. These skills are fundamental in college and in life, and therefore the use of AI or AI-related software is not acceptable and considered a violation of the Honor Code. As such, it will be addressed and adjudicated by the Honor Board. There may be situations and contexts within this course where you will be asked to use AI tools to explore how they can be used for certain specific aims, and this will be discussed as the course unfolds. Overall, students are required to work on their writing the old-fashioned way: via honest feedback by the professor and their peers, and via practice.
 

	Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion: 
In this course, each voice in the classroom has something of value to contribute. Students are expected to respect the different experiences, beliefs, and values expressed by their peers. They are also expected to behave professionally in the classroom, as disruptive behavior will not be tolerated. 
This class supports Bryn Mawr’s commitment to diversity, equity, and inclusion, and welcomes individuals of all ages, backgrounds, citizenships, disabilities, sex, education, ethnicities, family statutes, genders, gender identities, geographical locations, languages, military experience, political views, races, religions, sexual orientations, socioeconomic statues, and work experiences. 

	
Access: 
Bryn Mawr College is committed to providing equal access to students with a documented disability. Students needing academic accommodations for a disability must register with Access Services. Students can call 610-526-7516 to make an appointment with the Director of Access Servies, Joanna Trimmerman, or email her at jtimmerman@brynmawr.edu to begin this confidential process. Once registered, students should schedule an appointment with the professor as early in the semester as possible to share the verification form and make appropriate arrangements. 

	

	Title IX: 
Bryn Mawr College is committed to ensuring that all members of the college community have a learning and working environment that is free from sexual misconduct. All forms of sexual misconduct, including sexual harassment, sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, and stalking, are violations of Bryn Mawr’s policies, whether they occur on or off campus. Bryn Mawr faculty are committed to helping to create a safe learning environment for all students and for the college community as a whole. 
If you have experienced any form of sexual misconduct or other gender-based misconduct, know that help and support are available. 

	
Honor Code: 
In completing all your assignments for this course, you are expected to abide by the Bryn Mawr College Honor Code. For more information about the Honor Board and the procedures to follow in case of infringements of the Honor Code, please see https://sga.blogs.brynmawr.edu/honor-board/honor-code/. 



CLASS CALENDAR

Class time should be inspiring, dynamic, and zestful. The best way to create a sense of community is to do your homework and to look at the material before class, so that everyone is on the same page and up to speed. 
Class time is also about trying, discussing, writing, and giving/receiving feedback. Therefore, no judgmental or disruptive behavior will be tolerated. Our classroom should be a collaborative, friendly, and enthusiastic learning environment: never hesitate to help your instructor make the class a more comfortable learning place for you and your classmates. 
This calendar may be subject to changes, integrations, and additions by the professor as the course unfolds, in consideration of specific needs of the class. Readings for the last two weeks will be assigned at a later time during the semester, after careful consideration by the professor. 

� � �

Week 1 – Welcome to the Emily Balch Seminar!

	Tuesday 09/01
	What do you know about Italy?
We will start by appreciating the history and meaning of the Emily Balch Seminars, one of the most defining experiences at Bryn Mawr College. We will then discuss the syllabus, the workload, and your expectations about this course. 
In-class activities: We will brainstorm what we know about Italy and challenge our perception of this country. We will also converse on our diverse experiences with reading and writing. 
	 

	
Thursday 09/03
	
Italy 101
After a few general notions about Italy’s history and geography, we will discuss one of its most defining features: tourism. 
READINGS BEFORE CLASS: 1
ASSIGNMENTS BEFORE CLASS: Complete the “Getting to Know You Questionnaire” on Moodle. 
In-class activities: we will debate Bubola and Rich’s article. 
In-class writing: students will be handed an article by E. Rosenthal (2) and asked to write down their impressions. It should be ½ page long and it will not be graded. 
	



	Readings:  
1) E. Bubola, M. Rich, “The Spritzes and Carbonaras That Ate Italy” (2024) – 3 pages 
2) E. Rosenthal, “The Fantasy Italy” (2022) – 4 pages 


Before the end of the week, please schedule your first appointment with me through Moodle. This is going to be a “getting to know you” kind of conference. No need to be nervous about it. 
NUMBER OF PAGES WRITTEN SO FAR: ½ out of 25. 

� � �

Week 2 – Venice (Part One)

	Tuesday 09/08
	The Miraculous History of Venice
READINGS: 1, 2, 3 
How can you build a city (and a commercial empire) on a group of rocks and muddy islands? We will delve into the crazy history of Venice to understand why the city has attracted so many visitors over the last five centuries. 
In-class activity: Students will be divided into three groups and will find commonalities, differences, patterns in the reading material due for today. The classroom will then compare results to see what stood out for them. 

	
Thursday 09/10
	
The (Literary) Myth of Venice 
READING: 4
We will discuss how the myth of Venice took shape in literature and how it has impacted contemporary tourism.  
In-class writing: Everyone will write down something they liked/disliked about the reading due for today. Then, they will pass their note to the student sitting next to them, who has to argue against or in favor of their claim. The combined texts should be no longer than 1 page. 
Writing Tips: Paragraphs. How do they work?



	Readings:
1) Mary McCarthy, “Venice Observed” (1956) – 4 pages 
2) Iosif A. Brodsky, Watermark (1989) – 5 pages 
3) Gore Vidal, Vidal in Venice (2006) – 6 pages 
4) Christou A. Prokopis, The History and Evolution of Tourism (2022) – 4 pages 


First one-on-one meeting with your professor. 
NUMBER OF PAGES WRITTEN SO FAR: 1 ½ out of 25. 

� � �

Week 3 – Venice (Part Two)

	Tuesday 09/15
	Venice Today
READINGS: 1, 2, 3
Like many other UNESCO sites, Venice is undergoing massive challenges, including overtourism and the rising of sea levels. We will read the words of acclaimed essayists and scholars to find out their opinions about it. 
In-class task: Divide yourselves into two factions and debate the notion of overtourism in Venice. One faction supports it as the main source of income for the city; the other opposes it for environmental reasons. Take 10 minutes to search the web for arguments supporting your claims. 
Writing Tips: Transition and Logical Connectives. Your reader should be treated gently. Small, apparently unassuming words can help you.  

	
Thursday 09/18
	
Venice Reimagined 
READINGS: 4 (skimmed)
Venice represents an extreme case study to understand climate change and global overtourism. How can we act upon it? 
In-class task: in pairs, reflect on the article by Georg Umgiesser. Find out what each paragraph means according to you, and debate his argumentative flow. 
Writing task: start working on your first paper. You can do it alone, or you can work with other students to brainstorm ideas and give/receive feedback. 



	Readings: 
1) Robert Kaplan, Adriatic: A Concert of Civilizations at the End of the Modern Age (2022) – 6 pages 
2) Robert Davis, Garry Marvin, Venice, the Tourist Maze: a Cultural Critique of the World’s Most Touristed City (2005) – 2 pages 
3) Larry Krotz, Trapped by Tourism: Sustainability Questions for a World Fueled by Travelers (2024) – 8 pages
4) Georg Umgiesser, “The impact of operating the mobile barriers in Venice (MOSE) under climate change”, Journal for Nature Conservation (2020)


First draft of Paper #1 due at the end of this week. 
Please schedule your second conference with your professor on Moodle. We will talk about your first draft and your experience in the course. 
NUMBER OF PAGES WRITTEN SO FAR: 1 ½ out of 25. 

� � �

Week 4 – Genoa and the Riviera

	Tuesday 09/22
	Genoa and the English Mind 
READINGS: 1, 2
Did you know that Genoa’s former mayor, Bucci, sued the British crown for (allegedly) stealing the city’s flag? This is only a minor example of the long history between the English/American mind and the city of Genoa, a major harbor in the Western Mediterranean. 
In-class activity: Socratic Seminar. Students sit in a circle, and the professor starts the conversation with an introductory, open-ended question related to the reading. Students will then continue their conversation, prompting one another to support their claims with textual evidence. 
Writing Tips: Asking research questions. Every article should have at least one clear research question. When and how to ask it, matters a lot. 

	
Thursday 09/24
	
The Disneyfication of Italy
READINGS: --
BEFORE CLASS: Watch the movie Luca, directed by Enrico Casarosa (Pixar-Disney, 2022). 
In-class task: two or three students will lead the movie discussion through a series of topics or questions previously approved by the professor. The presentation counts as extra credits. 



	Readings: 
1) Charles Dickens, Pictures from Italy (1864) – 16 pages 
2) V. De Santi, N. Gabellieri, S. Mangano, P. Piana, “Between Authenticity and Belonging: Residents’ and Tourists’ Perception of the Cinque Terre (Italy) in Pixar-Disney’s Luca” (2022) – 8 pages


Paper #1 (5 pages) due at the end of the week. 
NUMBER OF PAGES WRITTEN SO FAR: 6 ½ out of 25. 

� � �

Week 5 – Trieste and the Concept of Frontier

	Tuesday 09/29
	Frontieurope: Trieste in the Twentieth Century  
READINGS: 1, 2
Now a marginal city, Trieste was once the center of several worlds: until 1918, it was the most important port of the Austria-Hungary empire; in 1945, it became the ending station of the famous iron curtain imagined by Winston Churchill (the other point being Stettin, in the Baltic Sea). 
In-class task: Work on the draft of the second paper. It can be based on any theme covered yet. 
Writing Tips: Avoiding Plagiarism. Now more than ever it is important to avoid plagiarism. We will discuss this delicate topic (and yes, we will also address the elephant in the room: AI). 


	Thursday 10/1
	Challenging the Notion of Nation
READINGS: 3, 4
Trieste shows us how space and time can intertwine in sinister and paradoxical ways. We will discuss the notion of “national identity” and link the history of Trieste to the present day. 
In-class task: Presentation. Two students will briefly present on Jan Morris and share with the class their impression on Trieste and the Meaning of Nowhere. They will then lead a guided discussion with topics previously agreed upon with the professor. This counts for extra credits. 
Writing Tips: Integrating Sources and Literary Quotations. How should you quote a literary text? Let’s find out. (We will also discuss how peer-reviewed journals work.)



	Readings: 
1) John McCourt, The Years of Bloom: James Joyce in Trieste (2000) – 8 pages 
2) G. E. R. Geyde, “Reflections in Trieste”, The Nation (1946) – 4 pages 
3) Jan Morris, Trieste and the Meaning of Nowhere (2001) – 4 pages 
4) Robert Kaplan, Adriatic: A Concert of Civilizations at the End of the Modern Age (2022) – 6 pages 


Design of Paper #2 (5 pages) by the end of the week. 
NUMBER OF PAGES WRITTEN SO FAR: 11 ½ out of 25. 

� � �

Week 6 – Florence 

	Tuesday 10/6
	Pilgrims of the Picturesque
READINGS: 1, 2, 3
The city of Florence has historically been one of the most favorite destinations of American tourists, and especially female college students. 
In-class task: If we were to define the style, contents, and meaning of the college girls’ reports from Italy, what would we say? And how should we say it? The class discusses. 
Writing Tips: MLA Style. Citing can be a tedious and even frustrating endeavor. But it is a central part of the academic communication. A few good (and bad) example to learn how a comma or a number can make the difference in a footnote.
 

	Thursday 10/8
	Class Visit to Bryn Mawr College Library’s Special Collection 
This is a mandatory field trip that will expose you to the wonders of archival research. It is a great way to become acquainted to the library system at Bryn Mawr College and know the wonderful staff working there. 
What have we learned from the visit to the Emily Balch Special Collection? 
Homework assignment: Produce a short response paper (max. 1 page) to reflect on the class visit. 



	Readings: 
1) Katharine Hooker, Wayfarers in Italy (1902) – 12 pages 
2) Lizzie W. Champney, Three Vassar Girls in Italy (1886) – 5 pages 
3) Catherine Trundle, Americans in Tuscany: Charity, Compassion, and Belonging (2014) – 4 pages 


Second one-on-one conference during the week. 
NUMBER OF PAGES WRITTEN SO FAR: 11 ½ out of 25. 

� � �

Week 7 – Rome 

	Tuesday  10/13
	Palimpsest—Rome 
READINGS: 1, 2, 3
Someone would argue that Rome is nothing but a bunch of cities under a trenchcoat. Let’s see what English-speaking travelers have to say about it. 
In-class task: Everyone has an opinion on Rome. Write down yours and put your sheet into a basket. Everyone will pick one and debate that assumption with a structured mini-essay, using the reading material as sources.
Writing Tips: APA Style. There’s more than one way to cite your sources when writing a paper. It is better to know them all. 

	Thursday 10/15
	Field Trip to the Philadelphia Museum of Art 
READINGS BEFORE THE TRIP:  4
Homework after the trip: Reflect on your experience at the Museum with a short-answer written response.  



	Readings: 
1) Henry James, Italian Hours – 3 pages 
2) Eleanor Clarke, Rome and a Villa (1952) – 10 pages
3) Jhumpa Lahiri, “The Boundary” (from Roman Stories, 2022) – 6 pages 
4) A. Mariani, “Archetypes and Responsive Smiles: Classical Statues and American Artists in Rome”, European Journal of American Studies, London, Vol. 17, Iss. 3, 2022 – 5 pages. 


Submission of Final Draft of Paper #2.
NUMBER OF PAGES WRITTEN SO FAR: 12 ½ out of 25. 

� � �

FALL BREAK – October 9 -18

� � �

Week 8 – The South (Calabria)
	Tuesday 10/20
	The Curse of the South (?)
READINGS: 1, 2
We follow some English-speaking travelers as they journey through Calabria, historically one of the most under-developed regions in Italy. 
In-class writing task: We will use AI to tackle the question of the South. We will then confront our results and reflect on the pros and cons of software such as ChatGPT and Gemini. 


	Thursday 10/22
	Vita Lenta and Other Social Media Fabrications 
READINGS: 3
Social media are swarming with idealized images of “vita lenta,” or slow life, portraying Italy as a timeless and rather unexpensive place where the rules of modern capitalism do not apply. Let’s dive deep into it. 
In-class task: take some time to design your next paper. Ask the other students, debate, discuss. And ask your professor too.
Writing Tips: AI. We will keep discussing AI and how it can reinforce stereotypes. 



	Readings:
1) Norman Douglas, Old Calabria (1921) – 10 pages 
2) Leslie Gardiner, South to Calabria (1968) – 7 pages 
3) Lucia Groe, “Narratives on Experiential Tourism in Calabria”, Quality & Quantity, Vol. 59, 2025 – 8 pages 


Design of Paper #3 at the end of this week. 
Schedule your One-On-One Conversation #3 via Moodle. 
NUMBER OF PAGES WRITTEN SO FAR: 18 ½ out of 25

� � �

Week 9 – The South (Naples) 

	Tuesday 10/27
	Disaster Tourism 
READINGS: 1, 2 
Naples is a complex city with a centuries-long history. Let’s see how its British and U.S. perception has changed in the last 100 years. 
In-class task: We will ask ChatGPT to respond to the same prompt. We will then discuss the results.
Writing Tips: AI. We will allocate some more time to discuss AI. This week, the problem at hand will be: How to spot AI-generated texts? 

	Thursday 10/29
	Poverty Tourism 
READINGS: 3
There is a particular kind of tourism that involves dangerous place in which the only thing to sell to the view of the traveler is misery. Italy has this to offer as well. 
In-task class: We will ask ChatGPT to complete a bibliographical survey on disaster tourism in Italy. We will then comment and/or verify the results together.  
Writing Tips: AI and Sources. Are AI software reliable tools to gather information on a subject? 



	Readings: 
1) Naples, painted by Augustine Fitzgerald and described by Sybil Fitzgerald (1904) – 8 pages 
2) Norman Lewis, Naples ’44. A Soldier’s Account of War-Torn Naples (1978) – 8 pages 
3) Patricia Mazzei, “Another Gomorrah TV Series About the Mob? Some in Naples Say, ‘Basta’.” The New York Times, June 5, 2025 – 3 pages. 


Third one-on-one conference due at the end of the week. 
NUMBER OF PAGES WRITTEN SO FAR: 18 ½ out of 25

� � �

Week 10 – Sicily 

	Tuesday 11/3
	What Is Sicily? 
READINGS: 1,2 
The biggest island in the Mediterranean also possesses a rich and convoluted history. We will compare two texts that appeared roughly around the same time, portraying the country in two very different ways. 
In-task class: Reflect by yourself on your writing habits. What do you do when you write? Do you have a routine? Do you get easily distracted? Do you have any flaws/strength?  
Writing Tips: Time Management and Re-Writing. Nobody gets a paper right at the first try, and rewriting is the most important part of writing. We will discuss this subject with the help of some of the greatest writers of the last century.  

	Thursday 11/5
	Screening of the movie The Mafia Kills Only in Summer by Pif (2013)
READINGS: 3
In-class task: Two students will present the movie to the audience. This presentation counts as extra credit. 
Writing Tips: Time Management and Re-Writing. Is there a way to optimize your writing habits? 



	Readings: 
1) Ethel Brilliana Alec-Tweedie, Sunny Sicily: Its Rustics and Its Ruins (1904) – 8 pages
2) Booker T. Washington, The Man Farthest Down (1912) – 8 pages 
3) Silvana Cassar, “Tourism development in Sicily during the fascist period (1922-1943)”, Journal of Tourism History, vol. 1 (2009-2010) – 4 pages. 


Final Paper #3 due at the end of the week. 
NUMBER OF PAGES WRITTEN SO FAR: 18 ½ out of 25

� � �

Week 11 – Sardinia 

	Tuesday 11/10
	An Island Within an Island
READINGS: 1, 2
The second-biggest island in Italy is also one of the least known regions abroad. Apart from the super-luxury playground at Costa Smeralda, much of Sardinia has remained secluded throughout the centuries. But things are starting to change. 
In-class task: Work on the design of your fourth and last paper, alone or with the help of other students.
Writing Tips: Listing Your References. A well-organized bibliography is generally a good look on the writer. Being consistent and coherent is the key. 

	Thursday 11/12
	Sardinia: Challenges Ahead
READINGS: 3
ASSIGNMENTS BEFORE TASK: Watch Anime Galleggianti (Wandering Souls) by Maria Gimenez-Cavallo (2025). 
GUEST SPEAKER: Maria Gimenez-Cavallo



	Readings: 
1) D.H. Lawrence, Sea and Sardinia, 1921 – 8 pages 
2) Virginia Waite, Sardinia (1977) – 7 pages
3) Pleuni Josephine Van Kouwen, Niels Yuri Vink, “TikTok Queues in Tourism”, Tourism, 2026 – 7 pages  


Design of Paper #4 due at the end of the week. 
Schedule your One-On-One Conference #4 via Moodle. 
NUMBER OF PAGES WRITTEN SO FAR: 24 ½ out of 25

� � �

Week 12 – The Alps 

	Tuesday 11/17
	A Transnational Approach to Italy
READINGS: 1, 2 
The Alps are often referred to as “the heart of Europe” because ten different countries share them. We will study how the Alps have been politicized through the decades, from WWI nationalism to the No-Tav activism in Val di Susa.  
In-class task: Let’s work on your final paper by learning how to organize your arguments from most convincing to least convincing. 

	Thursday 11/19
	Wanderer, Flaneur, Observer… The many faces of the traveler
READINGS: 3
Now that the course is reaching its conclusion, it is time for us to describe the travelers that have shown us so many places. We will categorize them accordingly. 
In-class task: Let’s look back at the reading materials we have perused and describe every single traveler according to a specific category. This is how you generate useful knowledge.  



	Readings: 
1) Fergus Fleming, Killing Dragons: The Conquest of the Alps (2000) – 10 pages
2) Lloyd M. Wells, From Anzio to the Alps: An American Soldier’s Story (2004) – 13 pages
3) Marco Albino Ferrari, Walking in the Most Secluded Alps (2023) – 8 pages 


One-On-One Conference #4. 
NUMBER OF PAGES WRITTEN SO FAR: 24 ½ out of 25


� � �

Week 13 – Taxonomy of the Tourist 
	Tuesday 11/24
	The History of Tourism 
We will work collectively to draft the history of tourism from its eighteenth-century beginning from the contemporary world. 
In-class task: We will work together to categorize and periodize the history of tourism by intertwining events, economic factors, education, etc.

	Thursday 11/26
	Taxonomy of the Tourist 
What defines a tourist today? 
 



	Readings:
 


Paper #4 due at the end of the week. 
NUMBER OF PAGES WRITTEN SO FAR: 24 ½ out of 25


� � �

Week 14 – Final Practice and Takeaways

	Tuesday 12/1
	Influencers in Italy
READINGS: 1, 2
This week we will study how the perception of Italy has been fostered and modified by influencers and generally social media. 
In-class task: Every student should find an account that portrays Italy in a specific way, and link it with the texts we have studied so far. Do you notice similarities, discrepancies

	Thursday 12/3
	Nostalgia and Reality: Two Italies Colliding 
READINGS: 3
Cinema has created a very specific image of Italy. From the golden hills of Sicily in The Godfather to the luxury resort of The White Lotus, Italy generally intertwines with what scholars nowadays consider as “rich porn,” or the consuming of content portraying the life of the uberwealthy. 
In-class task: This is the last class of the semester: use it to work on your final paper



	Readings: 
1) Ulrike Brisson, Bernard Schweizer (ed.), Not So Innocent Abroad: The Politics of Travel and Travel Writing, 2009 
2) 



END OF THE SEMESTER
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