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Misuse of Sources

f\mong other tests, in college you face the moral test of arri
ing at your own ideas and crediting those who have he] —
you, when it is sometimes tempting to do neither. This chPEd
ter concerns some failures to take charge, in your writin \\?E

sources, including large and small plagiarisms. Theseg a lt
?vhether arising out of laziness, panic, fatigue, despair, or rrfls
md_gment, involve a deception that undermines the ,trust ob-
which the scholarly community depends; they will therefo .
land you in trouble in that community. N
' Moral exhortation has not been shown to prevent these
rsr;iit;ses, perhaps because most students don't think them-
un“'isnc‘ap?kr)l.e, befqrehand, of such wrongdoing, and fall only
Ingly into misuse of sources. Given this, however, it can

only

C;\:\) t:i? ::;iast tt'at}LI;now Fhe different forms such wrongdoing

e a;1d atﬁ;\: the situations in which it occurs and the

il Zl ff:s that make it more and less likely. Unsur-

hiie w‘ilth . 1erent misuses of sources described here cor-
e different roles of sources defined in Chapter 1.

Misuse of Sources -

3.1 Plagiarism

In everyday conversation, the fact that some of our thoughts
and phrases originate with others is treated casually Theafad
is taken more seriously in sc-holarly conversation, where what
may ‘seem l;l;\e name-dfo_ppmg to outsiders is actually giving
credit. In sc olarly writing, .when you are making a careful
dglgnTonst.ratl..on—the credibility of which depends on a careful
distinguishing between what is yours and what is another’s—
the fact is taken very seriously indeed. )

Plagiarism is the act of passing off the information, ideas,
or words of another as your own, by failing to acknowledge
their source—an act of lying, cheating, and stealing. Plagia-
rus means “kidnapper” in Latin; in antiquity, plagirii were
pirates who sometimes stole children. When _véu plagiarize, as
several commentators have observed, you steal the brainchild
of another.! Because you also claim that it’s your own brain-
child, however, and use it to get credit for work vou haven't
really done, you also lie and cheat. You lie to }'6ur instruc-
tor and other readers of your work, and vou cheat both vour
source of fair recognition for his or her work and your fellow
students who have completed the same assignment without
plagiarizing.

In a recent study of more than 60,000 undergraduates,
nearly 40% admitted to engaging in plagiarism at least once,”
but incidents vary in seriousness and in circumstance. Many
students have at some point in their careers obliviously or
lazily incorporated a few phrases from a source, or simply
absorbed a basic idea from a source that should probably have
been cited. In such cases, the plagiarized material represents
an insignificant contribution to the paper in question. When

1. See for example John Ciardi, Good Words to You (New York: Harper
& Row, 1987), 225; and Lance Morrow, “Kidnapping the Brain Children.”
Time, December 3, 1990, 12o.

2. Donald McCabe, “Cheating Among College and University Stu-
dents: A North American Perspective,” International fournal for Educs
tional Integrity, no. 12005k 1-11.
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more substantial sections are involved, occasionally a studen;
has been confused about the rules of acknowledgment. At the
other end of the scale i the student who cold-bloodedly plagia-
rizes entire sections or a whole paper because he or she doesn't
care about the course and is unwilling to put in the time.

Most often, however, the plagiarist knows the rules and

has started out with good intentions but hasn't left enough
time to do the work that the assignment requires. Perhaps the
student had even downloaded sources from the Internet ear-
lier, only to find later that the sources answer all of the interest-
ing questions on the topic, or that he or she doesn’t understand
the material well enough to come up with the kind of paper
that the assignment seems to want. The student has become
desperate, is too embarrassed to get help or ask for another
extension, and just wants the whole thing over with.

At this point, in one common scenario, the student gradu-
ally drifts over the moral line into plagiarism, getting careless
while taking notes on a source or incorporating notes into a
draft. The source’s words and ideas blend and blur into those
f’f tl}e student, who at this point has neither the time nor the
inclination to resist the blending and blurring. In another com-
;Irlg; S;t::aor;o, the student panics and appropriates sections
dent's WOrk_rcrzjore' sec;)ndarﬁ sources o_r from another .stu-
alyepirasig apg'elgtg rom the source directly and occasion-

ence, or closely paraphrasing the source

without providin A :
. any citation—hopi ri
Just this one time_g d n—hoping to get away with it

Fi : )
rom the viewpoint of the school or college, the gradual

line- o

ing. f;fgt?\gcfszs ltl;]Ore acceptable than the sudden line-cross-
doing is wrong . 4 clemStUdem 1s aware that what he or she is
more time of help = 0ses tlo continue rather than asking for
but honest)y Cited' . a‘ccep ting a lower grade for unoriginal
larism Work. The consequences of the discovered

Plagiarism

are of coy

. rse . .

search engines anq far worse than this (see Box I), and

ing i lagiari
11 1t much eagjer. Plagiarism checkers have made discover-

ﬂww-l-‘!-_-—--—-—ﬁ -
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[1] DISCIPLINARY CONSEQUENCES OF MISUSE

Minor violations are sometimes handled by the course
instructor, who may fail the paper or require that the
student rewrite it. For more serious cases, the student
or students involved will receive a failing grade in the
course; in addition, most institutions require instruc-
tors to forward such cases to a disciplinary committee
for a hearing.

These committees, which may have student mem-
bers, are typically thorough and fair. The accused is
usually entitled to counsel and advice, has the right
to write a statement and appear in person before the
committee, and may appeal the decision. The lightest
penalties for students found guilty involve a period of
probation and a reeducation seminar, in addition to a
failing grade in the course. More common is a period
of suspension or even permanent expulsion.

This can be costly in the short run, in terms of lost
tuition, and even more so in the long run: a disciplin-
ary action that involves sources usually results in a
permanent mark on the student’s record. Most pro-
fessional schools, graduate schools, and scholnrshlps
also require colleges to report any such infractions in
their letters of recommendation, and require students
to report them in their applications.

This is not to speak of the emotional cost—.lhv pro-
cess of being discovered or accused is harrowing, and

action from learning for the stu-

not only a serious distr.
ent for the

dent but a cause of pain and embarrassm
family.
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3.2 Forms of Plagiarism

n any kind of paper or presentatigp,
t or response paper to a long IESearchl
mmon than wholesale copying, espe
i-iallv in longer papers, is piecemeal or “mosaic” plagiarism-
in which a student mixes words or ideas of a source with his’
or her own words and ideas, o mixes uncited words and ideag
into a pastiche, or mixes properly citeq

from several sources 11
uses of a source with improperly or uncited uses. At any point

iarism usually takes one of the fol

Plagiarism can occur 1
from a short problem se
paper or thesis. More co

in any paper, however, plag
Jowing forms:

() Uncited data or information: If you read p. 37 of this
book for a paper you are writing on plagiarism in American
colleges, and then you say in your paper that nearly 40% of
undergraduates claim to have plagiarized, and you don't cite
this booklet (p. 37), you are plagiarizing information that is
not common knowledge. You need to cite such information,
again, even when it isn’t part of your main argument—when i;
appearsina “background” section of a paper or in accounts of
previous work done on the topic. Your citation must accuratel
:;ff;;izr: z‘sces.s: Lfly}cl)u claim that you found the informa)-,

emic i i
McCab sl (which ;,so :1;;5‘2 :1: tt}r\:aZdO)@ journal artic](_e by
in this volume, you are misleading you : m; e CTtEd
ebsrmassing yenirsolf (e Bo F).g your reader and possibly

(b itod i

it e, et a syl o g
. read the s

this book and then write this in }’foc;n;ag:rr'agraph PEipaES

Many have attem
tions of plagia
defines it as v

fited to give simple defini-

rism. 7, T

= Harvey, for example,
ing off the information,

rds of a
+ nother as
* 0 acknowledge thej your own, by

ldeas' or wo

I source.”® But
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and stealing. Essen-—

of lying, cheating,

tially it means stealing the brainchild

— the idea - of another writer and claim-
ining unfair

ing it as your own, thereby ga
advantage over others who have done their
own work. “plagiarism” is a particularly
appropriate word for the theft of brain-
it comes from an ancient

children, since 1
Latin word for pirates who stole young

poys and girls.

3. Writing with Sources, Third Edition
(Indianapolis: Hackett, 2017), 37.
operly cite the quotation in the first sentence, and
child-stealer given in the last sentence
is common (dictionary) knowledge. But the idea of stealing
a brainchild is not common, nor is the claim of the triple sin
involved in plagiarism. These distinctive ideas are plagiarized
from the final paragraph on p. 37 of this book, even though
you present them in a different order and in different words,
because they are uncited. Like the “But” that begins your sec-
n in the first sentence of your para-

ond sentence, your citatio
kes readers think that you are fair

graph is a deception. It ma
and scrupulous, and that you have a viewpoint distinct from

the source’s, when in fact you are being both unscrupulous
and unoriginal.

(c) An unquoted but verbatim phra
that you have read the second paragrap

and you write this:

Here you pT
the Latin etymology of

se or passage: Suppose
h on p. 38 of this book

is often

pPlagiarism, as Harvey suggests,
Imagine

the result of fatigue and panic.
that it is 3:00 A.M. The student in ques-
tion, a good student and certainly not the
kind who would cold-bloodedly plagiarize a
whole paper, has started on his paper too
late. By the next afternoon, he has nei-

ther the time nor the inclination to fight
ng of his sources’

rri

the blending and blurri
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. writing with Sources, Third Edition
9. e R
(Indianapolis: Hackett, 2017), 38.

Here you end your paragraph with a citation that acknow.
s general reliance on the ic‘ieas of the source text, thys
implying that all of the language is your own. Yet'you have in
fact borrowed several distinctive phrases verbatim, withoyt
quotation marks: “cold-bloodedly,” “neither the time nor the
inclination,” “blending and blurring,” “crosses a moral line”
You may fix on certain words in a source as more striking
than those around them, but this is all the more reason to give
credit for the words by quoting, not simply citing. Beware of
this kind of plagiarism, especially when you are summarizing
background material that you don't think an “essential” part of
the paper, or that you feel the source author has already sum-
marized quite nicely.

(d) Ant uncited structure or organizing strategy: Look back

over page 38. Suppose that, having read those paragraphs, you
write this:

The occasions of plagiarism vary. Kim, a
foreign student, simply didn’t understand
American notions of intellectu
erty and citation, In his paper he relied
ImavilY on the idea of ope book, to the
::?iuizfntff his own ideas, thinking that
gru,nuglorTz best Way to honor the writ-
3E G hlyA Michelle steeped herself
o ghly in her Sources that, when

’ she took over a fun-

adn them as & g
" 5 4 given and acci-
ally reproduced of their most

mos

9trikin ‘na

takep i:vLUan ot phrage, Eric, having
1t fit e I'tebr thloqy only bocau§e
is sched " o
S dule, did

none
s Yeading apg sim-
out 4 tarn p

al prop-

Wrote her paper,
dament 4 ide
de
S0me

ate
atly into h
) of the
ply Printeq

almost

aPer he foung on
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the Internet. Glenn and Sara, more typi-
cal cases, actually liked the inverte-
brate course and intended to write good
papers for it, but simply ran out of time
to come up with their own ideas. Hur-
riedly bringing his paraphrased notes over
into his draft, just a few hours before
the deadline, Glenn started letting his
sources’ ideas mix in with his own. About
this same time, Sara, who had been star-
ing at her blank computer screen all morn-
ing, was finally overwhelmed by anxiety and
went looking for the paper her roommate
had shown her that she had written for the

same class last year.

Your words and details here are indeed original, and the gen-
cral idea that plagiarism occurs in different circumstances is
obvious enough to count as common knowledge and doesn't
need citing.

You have, however, taken the structural framework or o‘ut-
line of the passage directly from the source passage, whlch
considers patch plagiarizing a result of (a) ignorance ot the
rules, or (b) oblivious absorption of an idea or replication of a
phrase, in addition to () wholesale plagiarizing out of lf‘ldll-
ference or laziness, and (d) plagiarizing in a time pan\nc,‘ouher
by careless note-taking or deliboratu‘ copying. pl‘l\\'ldlnt:';‘ no‘
citation, you plagiarize a distinctive intellectual Stl'll.(.‘tlllyt m.
way of proceeding with a topic—even though, .1g.1‘m,. _\0\‘1;
language differs from that of your source .md. your n}\ onlla ¢
examples are original. You could have tall‘l); mtmduwdut his
latter fact and been credited for it by saying, tor example, “The
occasions of plagiarism (as mapped ina gcnoml way by Har-
vey) vary widely,” and ending the sentence with a footnote.
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Srudents who have cited incompletely in one of the
following wavs may find themselves accuseq of

« A source name is mentioned in the student’s Paper
at the point at which the source has been drawn'
upon, but no publication information has been pro-
vided in a citation or reference list.

» Authorand publication information for the source
is provided in a list of references but not cited at
the point in the paper where the source is drawp
upon.

* Author and publication information are given for

a passage that draws heavily on a specific section
of a source, but no page number is provided.

These are occasionally real oversights; but when read-
ers are unable to find enough information to allow
'them to verify a source, they may suspect that the
mc'omplete citing is attempting to disguise an over-
reliance on a source—as jt sometimes is. Students who
then protest that the source js mentioned in the paper
and that they were simply sloppy about citingF,, flz)ace’

the difficult task i :
aecidendl of proving that their plagiarism was

3.3 Other Misuses of Sources

@) Misreprssenting Evidence:

interpretau‘o“ th
, at you i
assignment j duesl{ i Dl

evidence t, make jt g
Or SWeep undey th
Inwhijch Case

When you have an idea or
€—especially when the
ortly— P yw
Y triz“;nay be tempted to fudge your
- ‘oumay be tempted to ignore

€ Carpet evj
Youarear . cvidence that

You know doesn't fit,

Simp] i
PY Betraying your g intelligence.
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However, you may also be tempted into more serious viola-
tions of academic honesty. You might be temped to quote or

araphrase a source out of context or in misleading excerpts,
<0 it seems to say what you want. You would be doing this if,
in your essay on plagiarism in American colleges, you argued
that most plagiarism in college papers is accidental, and you

wrote the following:

Harvey believes that, although sometimes
a panicking paper-writer “has neither
the time nor the inclination” to resist
the incursion of a source’s ideas, stu-
dents are “confused about the rules of
acknowledgment.”?

5. Writing with Sources, Third Edition
(Indianapolis: Hackett, 2017), 38.

The quoted passages can indeed be found on p. 38 of this vol-
ume, but the emphasis there—that only a few students are con-
fused—is the opposite of what your summary implies.

Still more seriously, you might be tempted into altering or
fabricating a source or some data. Because this kind of decep-
tion violates the basic principle of scholarly communities, in
which members build on one another’s work (the principle of
valid reasoning based on true evidence), and because such a
deception may suggest an inclination to commit similar acts in
later life, it will usually result in serious action by the instruc-

tor or the school or college.

(b) Improper Collaboration: This occurs when two stu-
dents submit more or less identical written work for an assign-
ment on which they have worked together, and which is not
a group presentation. Collaborative discussion and brain-
storming is a vital activity for professional scholars; indeed,
most articles in the sciences and social sciences have multiple
authors. However, the author or authors of articles not only
acknowledge in the completed article the contribution of other
discussants, they also write the article on their own. When you
are asked to collaborate on a project but are required to submit
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16 f

separate papers, you must write up your paper on your g
scknowledging the extent of your collaboration in 5 note "
section 2.5).

You and your partner(s) should not compose the p,
or exam or problem answers as you sit together or Shzi’on
Google Doc, but rather write up notes. If you divide |, ﬁa
work (assuming the assignment allows it), don’t write upp;,m]f

(SEe

part and upload or send it to your partner, but rather g, i
nd

or bring notes to your meeting; and then discuss those not
don'tjust copy them. Finally, beware of your partners reqy W
at the last minute and in a panic, to read over your ﬁn(i]s}fss
report; you may be tempting him or her to plagiarize Profi N
sional scholars do ask one another to read drafts; but a. ai "
these cases only one paper is being produced, not two l% on"ln
unsure about your instructor's policy on col laboratio}l, ;’sku ¢

(c‘) Dual or Overlapping Submission: Don't take it upo
yourself to decide that work ] ' pon
Togiliic ork you plan to submit for one course,
hmg‘ b many places identical to work you will submit or
ny gl:)f@tled for another course, is “different enough” by
e ansn;(all chgnges you have made (c.g., an added sec}-
i l;::emd introduction or conclusion). When youhare
ik C:Jt.an‘;;nd. need tO‘Smeit a paper, don't Slmply sub-
anothercoursepg?:sivetrs'“.;" IUf the paper you submitted for
You mus{ fire actwillland you in discipli
o u‘;l first get permission fron: both i Seip hary trou

missions. Be aware thyy i oth instructors for such
Permission for dual submiq’si hould your instructors give you

ssion, they will likely require from

YUU a longl‘l’
apoe:
course, Paper thap they require of other students in the

d) Abets;

( )AlchMmg P’“Sfﬂrism; Yo _
U knowingly o e 2150 Builty of misusing
 elting the sludo P another student plagiarize—

Y Wriling Pﬂpvr[‘:“ have or copy from your own

o ¢ When iy th; Lpart ofa paper for the student

Rin ‘.':'(“30 (-\'nndourso of “editing” a paper for

Writing o\ C.(\rr_‘ccting mt‘c‘haniml errors

Portions of the paper). Any of

5 Mgnifican,

I
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[K] AVOID ALL-BUT QUOTING

If your own sentences follow the source so closely in
idea and sentence structure that the result is really
closer to quotation than to paraphrase, you are pla-

iarizing, even if you have cited the source. You may
not simply alter a few words of your source—even of
2 source such as an abstract you read for a literature
review. You need to recast your summary into your
own words and sentence structure (as in the example

at the top of page 25), or quote directly.

these actions makes you liable to disciplinary action. It is right
to be generous and collegial; however, when another student
asks you for help with a paper, try whenever possible to phrase
your comments as questions that will draw out the student’s

own ideas.
3.4 Bad Strategies and High-Risk Situations

Students who misuse sources usually don't plan to. They plan
to write thoughtful papers that display their own thinking, but
they get themselves into situations in which they either misuse
sources from haste or negligence, or they come to believe that
they have no choice but to misuse sources. Following are some
(bad) ideas and attitudes that help create such predicaments.

1. “Start late; adrenalin will get you through.” No, adren-
alin may get you through an all-nighter; but for a substantial
paper, starting a week before the due date may be starting late.
You will always be surprised by how much thought and work
a paper requires. This will be especially true for a paper that
you have been putting off because you don't understand the
material or simply haven't connected with the course. Procras-
tinating in such situations is a frequent cause of plagiarism.



’ =

Misuse of Sources
48

2 “Don’t waste time writing until you know what -
want to say.” No, in most cases, you won't krfow what You hay
o until vou do write—until you have jotted and assem,
bled notes (the earlier you begin doing so, however casually
the better) and taken several cracks at formulating your mainl
idea. To prevent a last-minute panic, set aside enough time to
write a draft and a serious revision. If research is involved, g
aside even more time to formulate a question, do research ang
become temporarily overwhelmed, reformulate your questioy,
in light of what your research revealed, then do more focuseq
research. Arriving at an idea is the end of this process, not the
start.

3. “Just skim the assignment prompt, don't get bogged
down in its details.” No, such skimming can in fact lead to
late realizations and panic. Because even important aspects
of an assignment may not be obvious immediately, read the
prompt closely and revisit it while you are writing. The little
time this takes is worth the plenty it can save: a stitch in time
saves nine. Read the prompt when you first get it, jotting down
initial thoughts or questions and get the topic turning over
In your mind; this will allow you to notice relevant material
n‘n subse.quent reading, lectures, and discussions. When you
start taking notes and Planning out the paper, read the prompt

iafgam to get clea.r onits goals, especial ly regarding how much,
any, research is required or permitted
'thead .the Prompt yet again
which point you're in a position

when you start writing, at
. to appreciate what the chal-
s of t vha e cha
a lher:e Iy e 1€ally are and what the prompt says
tion than Vc;u fir :} Prf’wde more definite advice and direc-
Particularlaspectsoﬁahzem perhaps asking you to focus on a
i tto give the breezy overview

Ot aspects yoy yy, he opic no
» O to focus on a few primary

Sources :
S S . .
use them at 51 7 Sources only for framing or not to

4. "Part of
the asg; ;
for expects. N,  Srment s duessing what your instruc-

though v,
ugh ¥ou do neeg to find your own way

ﬂwm—-f
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ite the paper, and no instructor likes to be asked to “just
o what you want,” it’s the instructor’s job to make clear
ell 7 ectations of an assignment. Instructors, knowing the
e eX'Pl and field so well, sometimes think these expectations
mateg:ious when they aren't. If the assignment is confusing
= 0second read-through, when you've begun to plan and
o '?e contact your instructor and go to his or her office hours.
wrlor’ she may be able to provide or describe samples of this
l}jiid of paper from earlier classes, offer hypothetical theses or
roaches, or suggest a good way to get started on the paper.
It’s up to you to ask for clarification, however. The fact
that an assignment doesn’t fully explain itself does not excuse

app

plagiarism.

5. “Follow your interest above all.” Well, nqt above all.
Discovering topics you care about is one of the sklll_s of gc.)od
writing. If, however, you decide to write on a topic w_hlch,
although only tangential to the course or as_mgnrr.\en.t, inter-
ests you so much that you're sure the paper v.\nl.l write lt'SQIf{ or
about which you have discovered some irresistibly fascinating
information, let your instructor know. If you light out on your
own away from the assignment, especially if you do so late in
the game, you may find yourself unexpectedly at a dead end
orin an intellectual swamp. To work your way out, or to work
out how your topic in fact does connect to the course, you may
need to get an extension. Don't panic and try to solve your
problem by plagiarizing.

6. “To get the lay of the land, start every paper by doing
an Internet search of key terms and skimmfng sources that
turn up.” No; although this approach may indeed gen_erate
ideas, it's just as likely to overwhelm and paralyze you, al.lenat—
ing you from your own instincts and interests In the topic. Try
instead to get down some of your own thqughts a1‘1d responses
early, so you have at least a starting point that_ is your .ow;;
and that can help narrow your search. If the assignment itse
doesn't ask prompting questions, try free-writing or brain-
Storming, formulating a hard question for yourself to answer,
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Jocating areas of problem or conflict, imagining differgm View.
points, or picking a few key passages and annotating thep,
closely.

7. ”Do all your work on-screen, where the action is ” No,
that can be the problem: too much action, not enough thought
since your computer is also where all the distractions are—ngot
just e-mail and social media but thousands of further sources
to check out. At a certain point, in working with sourceg
online, you should change the scene and tempo by selecting
and printing out the main sources you plan to use and sit-
ting down elsewhere to read and annotate them. A significant
challenge of writing with sources in the Internet age, the age

of high volumes and high speeds, is simply to make yourself
take time to digest and reflect upon your material with undis-
tracted attention.

For the same reason, print out and take away to read the
drafts of papers you write. Hard copy, especially if read aloud,
makes it easier to notice problems in your expression and logic.
It also makes it harder to ignore a questionable use of sources
that may have seemed all right in the fluid online world.

8. “When taking notes on sources, just summarize what
they say; come up with your own ideas afterward.” No, in
fact, this approach may leave you with a lot of summarized
ideas and no time left to come up with your own. In general,
take notes actively, not passively. Don't just copy down or
summarize the source’s words or ideas; record your reactions,
reflections, questions, and hunches as you go. Note where
you find yourself resisting, doubting, or puzzling over what a
Source says, or connecting it to something else; jot down possi-
ble arguments or observations you might want to make. These
will provide starting points when voukbegin to frame the proj-
et of your paper, and they will l:mlp Keep vou from feeling
overwhelmed by YOUT SOUTCeS—Or your notes.

When you do summarize, dun'tiloosely copy source mate-
e b T e
) =Dror quote exactly, using quotation marks.

'Wa-m-----—— I e [

1
r
!
l
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[L] INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
AND THE INTERNET

Working v?'ith sources online is no different, morally,
than workmg'w1th sources off shelves. Online sources
may give the impression of not being anyone’s intellec-
tual property. The sheer volume of flowing information
and ideas, their apparently merely virtual existence,
the ease with which they can be appropriated and
manipulated, the project of digitizing the world’s
libraries into a single pool of knowledge, the constant
advances in storage and access technology that make
conventions of attribution seem outdated, and attempts
to update conventions seem tentative—all these fac-
tors contribute to that impression. So does the fact
that much of the Internet in fact is unregulated, a net-
work of sites freely importing, exporting, and adapting
material from one another in spirit of open access, free
borrowing, and common ownership.

But although human knowledge is indeed the
inheritance of all humans, reliable knowledge is gath-
ered, formulated, and established through the efforts
of individuals, working in careful and regulated ways.
The laissez-faire ethic of the web may be adequate for
amateur assemblages of knowledge; but the scholarly
enterprise, whereby painstaking work bui-lds on ear-
lier painstaking work toward truth, requires careful

attribution.

9. “Your paper is your responsibility; hole up a‘n.d wr:s
it.” Yes, writing does tend to be solitar_y work requn;:ngS };an
to ignore distractions; but even a little input from o’tt :: an
help greatly. Even if the assignment prompt doesn't req
You to write in stages, for a pape
try to crystallize your early thought:
outline and get a brief response to thi

r of any length you should

hts into a brief proposal or
s from your instructor or
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y

a classmate (who may

exchange dra
ers can help you getuns .
v+ oroblems that, on your own, you may realize too late. A
[5s 1.1 - J - ) ’ ) '

it gives vou a living audience to imagine as you write, whjg,
can help you imagine what to say.

10. “During your initial reading of sources, keeping trgcy
of publication information will only slow you down, gy
you may not even use some of the sources.” No. Here again
Hime taken early, to save publication data for all sources you
read, will repay itself in the late stages of writing when time
is short and when—because the book you need may be buried
or back on the library shelf—you might be tempted to do the
citation from memory or just to skip it altogether. Worse, if you
have recorded source ideas anonymously, you may mistake
them, willfully or not, for your own. URLs will remain in your
browser’s history, of course, but that history may get erased.
If you cut and paste a passage from one place to another, you
may forget where it came from, or the site may change or
disappear; and, more dangerously, the passage may become
detached from the source information. For these reasons, you
should paste the URL to any source material you have copied.
Also .keep in mind that if questions arise about the source of
your ideas, you may be asked to produce your notes, sources,

anq research process; so keep a copy of any key sections of
online sources,

’“f:;'yaittg :‘Jse your paper in the file where you have col-
1N In ot r;;es and notes, so thgse can be readily drawn
pose this way. Th €y may be too readily drawn in, if you com-
source ideas)e:nd ]ea aCCIdenFal or not-so-accidental blending of
Or summary into a:l i m.to paraphrase, and of paraphrase
When you writ gurx-nent, 1S @ major cause of plagiarism.

il = SOe with sources, work with at least two dis-
information atgch:;;matena] in one file, with publication
maries and paraph - Reep your notes on sources (vour sum-

Paraphrases, key quotations and commentaries),

want vou to return the favor or even
vant you & i 0

s for critique). Getting early feedback frop, oth

tuck; it can give you ideas or tip You o
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. which you copy only the most relevant excerpts from the
e s the'mSelveS—in a separate file or at least in a different
S.ourci'color (keep your source language in this font or color
font O hout the composing process). Compose your paper itself
Fhr::egparate file, bringing in source material as needed for the
;r:gument you develop.

12. “Try to sound impressive and sophisticated, like a

| scholar.” NO; although your style will show the influence
i scholars you read and the kinds of moves they make,
of tl}et to sound more learned than you are. Your papers
aon Et gpected to sound just like the articles you read, and
?rgr\ed your intelligence will emerge most clearly in a plain,
p E!ct style. Such a style will also keep clear the distinction
g:er:veen your own thinking .and your sources’. Oncg you begin
to appropriate a voice that isn’t yours, moreover, n_t bgcome's
easier to appropriate words -and ldeaS_FO plagiarize. It's
harder to be dishonest in a plain style- thaq in a fancy 01‘1e.

You may become paralyzed, especially ina field that s r_\ew
to you, by an exaggerated idea of what would b_e an_ong_mal
enough idea for a paper. If this happeqs, get clanﬁcatl‘on from
your instructor. When working with difficult sources, it can be
an achievement simply to summarize plainly and accurately or
to integrate your summaries. In such cases, you are usua.lly r;ot
expected to resolve issues that experts have beer} deban‘ng or
years, but only to organize the material and clarify the issues,
bringing out their complexity, in your own way.

13. “Don’t seek help if you find yoursel).‘ in a jam; it's
humiliating and will single you out to your mstruct(l)]r as_la-
screwup.” No! Plagiarizing can lead to a far g,reaterl :mlk
iation and singling-out. Whatever has made you fe; s ucn,
confused, or panicked about time—-apd there may et m:m)r'
reasons, including problems in your life—let your instru
know. He or she is spending
late paper than you imagine, and is
succeed.

Jess time thinking about your
more willing to help you
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make contact, the better. Make contact ey,
feel embarrassed that you've = yourself get into the
. fee or because YOU haven't attended lectureg or
situation aga}l:_l' + vou're the only student in the class wh is
sections, or t lr(l\'oil Jren't). If you feel that you have a speciy

havi uble ) .
= mgt:lroock about writing papers, o proc.rastmate excessively
fea.rfo\rou have chronic difficulty organizing and p“Ol‘itizing
orif y

work talk to a teacher or counselor.

14. “In a pinch, borrow a frifmd’:s paper tolinspire you,
or borrow some notes to work wtlth.. No, if you're really Ina
pinch, reading another smdgnt’s .ﬁmshed papermay well dis-
courage or panic rather than inspire you, and it may terppt you
to plagiarize. Instead, ask the student to help you brainstorm
some of your own ideas. As for borrowed notes‘, you have no
way of knowing their source; they may come directly froma
book or lecture, or from a book discussed in a lecture.

What you should do in a pinch, with all legitimate options
exhausted, is face the music: hand in whatever you have writ-
ten, cited honestly, and either ask apologetically for more time
to complete the work and accept any grade penalty for this, or
just accept the lower grade you may receive for too much mere
summarizing. That grade will matter far less in the story of
your life than will the consequences of plagiarizing.

The sooner you

ifyvou

[M] ENCOUNTERING “YOUR”

IDEA IN A SOURCE

Should this happen, don't pretend that you never
encouplered the source—but don't panic either.

Ifit’s your major idea and you're near the end of
work on the paper, finish writing your argument as
you .hfi\'e conceived it. Then look clos-elv at the source in
j:li:):on C}ilances are that its idea isn’t'exactlv the same
sl‘a'nt, ;'tth :tl )"011 have a sl?ghtl_v different emphasis or

you are considering somewhat different

- ! I”-Irw.r\ =
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topics and evidence. In this case yoy can either men-
tion and cite the source in the course of your argument
(“my contention, like Ann Harrison’s, is that . " gy | share
Ann Harrison's view that . . "), but stress the differences
in your account—what you have noticed that Harrison
hasn't. Go back and reshape your argument slightly,
to bring out the different emphasis. If the argument ir;
the source really is the same as yours, and you are in
the midst of a long paper, go to your instructor, who
may be able to suggest a slightly different direction for
gour paper. If you aren't writing a major paper, and/or
haven't time to recast, use a note of acknowledgment:

12. In the final stages of writing
this paper, I discovered Ann Harri-
son’s article “Echo and Her Medieval
Sisters,” Centennial Review 26.4
(Fall 1982), 326-40, which comes to
the same conclusion. See pp. 331-2.

Don't try to use such a note to cover plagiarism.
Your instructor will know from your paper whether
you had your own, well-developed idea before read-
ing the source, and may ask you to produce your rough
notes or drafts. (To be safe, always hold on to these
until a paper has been returned.)
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