ANTH B246
Words that Matter:
Applying Linguistic Anthropology

Fall 2026 
Tuesday and Thursday, 10:10-11:30

Professor Amanda Weidman (she/her) *Please call me “Amanda” or “Professor Weidman,” whichever you are comfortable with.

aweidman@brynmawr.edu
Office: Dalton 212 C
Office hours Fall 2026: Tuesdays 11:30-12:30, Wednesdays 11-1, Thursdays 9:00-10:00 and by appointment


This course will provide hands-on experience with the perspectives and research methods of linguistic anthropology, a field that studies language closely and in context to understand how it participates in and produces societal power dynamics and hierarchies. How does language work to produce social inclusion and exclusion? How can language perpetuate racism and racializing dynamics, and how can language be used to dismantle these structures?

In this course we will:
· Gain experience in linguistic anthropological methods of data collection and analysis, including: ethnographic observation of language use in context; audio-recording of spoken discourse; online research methods; conducting linguistic and ethnographic interviews; and learning how to create a transcript to use as the basis for ethnographic analysis.  
· Engage with a variety of studies that address the ways that racial and other forms of hierarchy, inequity and discrimination are perpetuated through language in both explicit and covert ways.
· Explore ways of making linguistic anthropology accessible beyond academia. For the praxis component of the course, the class will work with a high school language arts teacher to design and carry out a project for a high school class that incorporates linguistic-anthropological concepts and student-driven research on language. 
· Apply these methods and perspectives to a research project that we develop and carry out collaboratively as a class.





Readings
There is one required book for this class, available at the BMC bookstore, on reserve in Canaday library, and as an e-book on Tripod:
· Jennifer Delfino (2022) Speaking of Race: Language, Identity and Schooling Among African American Children. Bloomsbury Publishing.
Other readings and materials will be available on Moodle.

Course Requirements and Grading 
(Grading will be on a point basis out of 100 points. Expanded assignment guidelines will be provided on Moodle.)
· Introductory letter to me. (5 points; not graded) Please write me a 1.5-2 page letter introducing yourself, your interests, any specific language interests or experiences you have, and any other experiences you would like me to know about.  In the second part of your letter, include a response to the readings/websites: anything you found interesting, had a question about, etc., due Sept 4.
· Participation and contribution to class discussion of readings. (10 points) throughout the semester.
· Observational exercise. (5 points) Between Sept 1 and Sept 14, keep a log of language-related phenomena that you observe in the media and/or in your everyday interactions (in person or online).  This may include, among many other things:  examples of how particular words or expressions are used; how tone of voice is used; how formality and informality are produced through language; switching between different languages; turn-taking and interruptions; etc. For Sept 15, choose 2 of your observations and write a paragraph about each one, and be prepared to discuss them in class on Sept 15. 
· Youth language project, presentation, and reflection (10 points + 5 points) Modeled on Scott Kiesling’s study of “Dude,” this will be a group project in which you collaborate with 2-3 classmates to explore the use of a particular expression that your group will choose.  It will include ethnographic observation, conducting a linguistic interview, gathering examples of the expression from media/popular culture, and creating a presentation for the class on Oct 8. A 250-300 reflection on this will be due Oct 23.
· Lesson plan and presentation for high school students, and reflection (10 points + 5 points) As a class, we will be creating and presenting a lesson incorporating linguistic anthropology for the students at SLA Beeber High School in West Philadelphia, guiding the students through a project, and returning for the students’ presentations. This will involve three visits, Sept 29, Oct 6, and Oct 20. Your grade will be based on your participation in the lesson-creating process, presentation of the lesson, and thoughtful reflection (250-300 words) on the collaboration, due Oct 23.

· Transcription assignment. (15 points) This assignment will require you to make a detailed transcription of a 1-minute stretch of talk, paying attention to the words spoken as well as paralinguistic elements such as voice quality, pauses, interruptions, etc., along with a reflection on your process, due November 5.
· Commentary on ethnographic study. (15 points) We will be engaging with a book-length ethnographic study in the second half of the semester.  A short (500-600 words) reflection on this will be due between Nov 25 and Nov 30.
· Class Group Project. (20 points) In the second half of the semester, you will collaborate in carrying out linguistic anthropological research on a topic/setting that we develop as a class, using some of the methods we have learned.  The phases of this project will involve: brainstorming as a class to develop project ideas and refine project methodologies (Oct 20-Nov 10); carrying out the research and presenting research and analysis in progress in class (Nov 11-Dec 10); and writing a 4-5 page paper on your experience (due Dec 18).


Schedule of Classes, Readings, and Assignments
*Note: We will be making 3 trips to SLA Beeber High School in West Philadelphia outside of class time. The exact timing of these trips will be determined in the second week of class.  These are a required part of the class.  If you have conflicts with other classes or obligations that you need to negotiate or cannot avoid, please let me know by Sept 15.
*readings below should be done by class time on the day under which they are listed.

Week 1: Introduction to the Course and Linguistic Anthropology
T 9/1 
· Principles of linguistic anthropology and related fields
· The Conversation sociolinguistics articles: 
· https://theconversation.com/slanguage-how-6-7-makes-sense-even-though-it-means-nothing-270006
· https://theconversation.com/gender-neutral-pronouns-in-french-exams-how-language-classrooms-respond-to-linguistic-change-283436
· Discussion of your own high school language arts experience
· ANTH 246 2024 project: website
· Explanation of observational assignment

Th 9/3  No class meeting, but please do the following:
Read:
· Bucholtz, Mary (2014) “A Sociolinguist’s Vignette.” In We Do Language, pp 113-115.
· Das, Sonia, “What is Linguistic Anthropology” https://www.sapiens.org/language/what-is-linguistic-anthropology/
· Avineri et al (2021) “Applied Linguistic Anthropology: Balancing Social Science with Social Change.”  In Extending Applied Linguistics for Social Impact, eds. D. Warriner and E. Miller, pp 179-194.
Spend an hour looking through these websites:
· SKILLS https://www.skills.ucsb.edu/
· Demystifying Language Project https://demystifyinglanguage.fordham.edu/
· BMC ANTH 246 2024 project https://brynmawranthro.wixsite.com/linguisticanthro/student-projects

Due Fri 9/4: introduction letter to me

Weeks 2,3: Observing Interaction Ethnographically: Status, Stance and Hierarchy

T 9/8  
Visit from Tiffany Stahl, Praxis Program
Read:
· Chun, Elaine (2001) “The Construction of White, Black, and Korean American Identities through African American Vernacular English.” Journal of Linguistic Anthropology 11(1): 52-64.

Th 9/10 
Read: 
· Irvine, Judith (1974) “Strategies of Status Manipulation in the Wolof Greeting.” In Bauman and Sherzer, eds, Explorations in the Ethnography of Speaking, Cambridge University Press, pp 167-191.

T 9/15
Due in class: Observational assignment; discuss results in class
Read:
· Kiesling, Scott (2004) “Dude.” American Speech 79(4): 281-305.
· Kiesling, Scott (2023) “Listen up, Ladies and Gentlemen.” https://theconversation.com/listen-up-ladies-and-gentlemen-guys-and-dudes-terms-of-address-can-be-a-minefield-especially-as-their-meanings-change-210608

Th 9/17
Read:
· Slobe, Tyanna (2018) “Style, Stance, and Social Meaning in Mock White Girl.” Language in Society 47: 541-567.
· Roth-Gordon, Jennifer (2021) “Language and Creativity: Slang.” International Encyclopedia of Linguistic Anthropology.
Introduction of Youth Language Project in class
Form groups for youth language project; planning time in class

Weeks 4,5: Sociolinguistic approaches

T 9/22
Read:
· Eckert, Penelope (1998) “Gender and Sociolinguistic Variation” in Language and Gender: A Reader.  MA: Blackwell, pp 64-77. 
· Eckert, Penelope (2018) “Jocks, Burnouts, and Sound Change” in Meaning and Variation, Cambridge Press, pp 40-65. (for further ethnographic detail)

Th 9/24
Planning for high school visit- in class
Read:
· Benheim, Jaime (2026) “The Bad School on the Northwest Side: Indexical Order and High School Choice in Chicago.” Journal of Sociolinguistics 30: 3-14.

T 9/29
*First visit to SLA Beeber

Th 10/1 
Read:
· Mesthrie, Rajend (2010) “Sociophonetics and Social Change: Deracialization of the GOOSE vowel in South African English.” Journal of Sociolinguistics 14(1): 3-33.
· Newmark, Kalina et al (2016). “The Rez Accent Knows no Borders: Native American Ethnic Identity Expressed through English Prosody.” Language in Society 45: 633-664.

Weeks 6, 7: Corpus and Online Research

T 10/6
*Second visit to SLA Beeber
Watch/skim as resource:
· Kendra Calhoun video “Conducting Ethnography on Social Media”
· Bennett, Gena (2010) “Introduction to Corpus Linguistics.” In Using Corpora in the classroom: Corpus Linguistics for Teachers. University of Michigan ELT, pp 1-22.
· Crowley, Archie, and Elaine Chun (2025) “Online Research and New Media.” In Research Methods in Linguistic Anthropology, eds Perrino and Pritzker, pp 297-330.

Th 10/8
Due: Present/discuss Youth Language Project results in class
Read:
· Dickinson, J. (2020) “Emoji and Emoji Language” International Encyclopedia of Linguistic Anthropology.
· Illbury and Walcott (2026) “Gen Z Language: The Appropriation of African American Vernacular English as Tik Tok Language.” Journal of Sociolinguistics 30: 255-267.

[Fall Break]

T 10/20
*Third visit to SLA Beeber 
Read: 
· Yu, Zuchuan and R. Starr (2025) “Clip Voice: Misogyny and the Renegotiation of a Gendered Vocal Style in Chinese Digital Discourse.” Journal of Sociolinguistics 29: 348-359.

Th 10/22
Brainstorm collaborative class project idea for second half of semester
Read:
· Hodges, Adam (2015) “Ideologies of Language and Race in US Media Discourse about the Trayvon Martin Shooting.” Language in Society 44: 401-423.
· Bonilla, Yarimar, and Jonathan Rosa (2015) “#Ferguson: Digital Protest, Hashtag Ethnography, and the Racial Politics of Social Media in the United States.” American Ethnologist 42(1): 4-17.

Due Fri 10/23: written reflections on Youth Language Project and high school collaboration

Weeks 8, 9: Methods and Ethics

T 10/27
Introduction of transcription assignment
Read:
· Gumperz, John and N. Berenz (1993) “Transcribing Conversational Exchanges.” In Talking Data: Transcription and Coding in Discourse Research. Psychology Press, pp 91-120.

Th 10/29
Read: 
· Bucholtz, Mary (2000) “The Politics of Transcription.” Journal of Pragmatics 32 (1439-1465).
· Ochs, Elinor (1979) “Transcription as Theory.” In Developmental Pragmatics. Elinor Ochs, Bambi B. Schieffelin, eds., New York, Academic Press, pp. 43–72.

T 11/3
Read:
· Payne, Thomas (2020) “Field Sites and Field Methods in Linguistic Anthropology” Int’l Encyclopedia of Linguistic Anthropology.
· TBD: Methods entries in Int’l Encyclopedia: Audio/visuals, Ethics, Experiments, Interviews and Techniques
· Black, Steven (2017) “Anthropological Ethics and the Communicative Affordances of Audio-Video Recorders in Ethnographic Fieldwork.” American Anthropologist 119(1): 46-57.

Th 11/5
Due in class: Transcription assignment; please be prepared to show and discuss 
Further brainstorming on class collaborative project

Weeks 10, 11, 12: Theorizing from Ethnography

T 11/10
Read: 
Delfino, Jennifer (2021), Speaking of Race
· Introduction pp xvii-xxxv
· Chp 1- historical and institutional context
· Chp 2- Raciolinguistic strategies of the kids

Th 11/12
Read:
· Delfino (2021) Chp 3- directives and marking as voicing practices

T 11/17
Read:
· Delfino (2021) Chp 4- verbal performance- joning

Th 11/19 
Read:
· Grieser, Lori (2022) “They Ain’t Make Improvements for Us.” (chp 3) from The Black Side of the River. Georgetown Univ. Press.

T 11/24
Read:
· Delfino (2021) Chp 5- racializing stereotypes about literacy
· Delfino (2021) Chp 6- critical pedagogy

Due: Wed. 11/25- Mon 11/30: Reflection on Delfino book

[Thanksgiving break]

T 12/1
TBD-class project

Th 12/3
TBD-class project

T 12/8
TBD-class project

Th 12/10
TBD-class project and course wrapup

Due Friday Dec 18, 12:30 pm: Paper on class group project

Class policies
*You must complete all assignments to pass the course.  Late work will be accepted, so if you’ve missed a deadline, please see me to work out a plan for completing the assignment.
*Attendance and participation. This class will require you to be an active participant in discussion and to share your work with classmates.  Two absences during the semester will be excused, after which further absences (unless you have a Dean’s note) will result in the lowering of your final course grade by 1 grade point for each absence (eg. 4.0 becomes 3.9) If you are sick/contagious but well enough to attend class by zoom, let me know in advance and I will send you a zoom link. 
*Collaborative work.  This class will require you to work collaboratively with your classmates.  For this to work well, you must keep lines of communication open and be honest about your contributions to the group projects.  We will discuss the responsibilities that come with collaborative work further in class.
* Devices. Please honor your commitment to be fully present during class time. Laptops or ipads may be used for notetaking and looking at readings when the class is specifically directed to look at a text you may not have printed out.  They should be closed/turned off during class discussion so that you can give your full attention to the others present.
*Social Media. The Department of Anthropology envisions our classrooms as spaces where both students and faculty can freely exchange ideas and voice opinions on a range of topics without fear of being disparaged or ridiculed in public or online. Please do not post on social media things you hear or observe in our classes that are explicitly attributed or could be tracked back to a fellow student or faculty member. If you have an issue with someone’s behavior during class, please let me know in private so that we can work together to maintain a productive learning environment.  
*AI. Please do not use generative AI to produce writing, notes, or summaries of readings. Please do not rely on AI overviews when conducting online searches.
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