ANTH 398/399. Senior Conference 2026-27 
Professor Susanna Fioratta, Dalton 212D, sfioratta@brynmawr.edu
Office hours: Hours vary weekly. Please make an appointment at calendly.com/sfioratta  

Professor Melissa Pashigian, Dalton 308, mpashigi@brynmawr.edu
Office hours: Mondays 1-2 in person; Wednesdays by appointment on Zoom; and Fridays by appointment in person/on Zoom.
Senior Conference is a two-semester course designed to enable senior anthropology majors to design and conduct their own primary research culminating in a senior thesis. During the fall semester, you will select a topic for research, develop research methodology, and prepare a proposal detailing your planned topic and how you will go about conducting the research. During the spring semester, with the approval of your proposal, the course will focus on helping you conduct research, analyze your materials, and put it together in your thesis. The Senior Conference seminars provide valuable disciplinary and professional training and are an opportunity for you to join with your cohort and professors to discuss challenges you may encounter through the project development, research, and writing process.
Depending on your interests, you will focus either on social/cultural or archaeological/biological anthropology or some combination of these. Within cultural study, while most of you will select ethnographic methodology, some may opt to develop projects based on other methodologies and sources, for example: comparison of secondary source archival materials, visual materials, film, life histories, or the use of junior year abroad material as the basis for a thesis. Further ideas will be discussed in class. 
Readings: Links and pdfs are posted on Moodle. 
Assignments: Short written assignments are set throughout the semester as indicated. The purpose of these is to help you develop and refine your research interest and work toward completing a thesis proposal of 10-12 double-spaced pages. Assignments and readings are subject to change based on the needs of the class as it progresses.
Grading: 60% of your grade for the fall semester will be based on the quality of your proposal. 40% will be based on your involvement in and contribution to the class, and your presentations and written work besides the proposal. These will be graded, taking into account detail, thoroughness and thoughtfulness. The proposal will be graded on a 4.0 scale. Persistent absence from class and lateness with written work will negatively impact your grade and your progress with your project. 
Readers: In the second semester, each thesis will have a primary reader (senior conference faculty member) and a second reader (from anthropology or another department at the three colleges or Penn). We encourage you to seek out potential second readers initially through appointments/office hours in the Fall or early Spring semester before formally asking them to be a second reader in Spring semester. 
Honors in Anthropology: Students who have a 3.7 or better average in their anthropology major can be considered for honors. The thesis advisor and second reader may recommend a thesis for evaluation for honors to the group of senior conference instructors. All theses recommended for honors will be reviewed by the senior conference instructors in consultation with other BMC anthropology faculty. The Anthropology Department Chair then submits to the Registrar the list of students to have their degrees conferred with honors in anthropology.
Important 
*Please bring your laptop (if you have one) to each class meeting. In many classes you will need to log in to sites or complete work online.

Summary of Required Work, Deadlines and where to submit 
(details can be found under each week below)
*You will be submitting your work via OneDrive. Please make sure to submit content in the document/folder specified below. Label each individual file that you submit with your first initial and last name, the date, and description of the content. E.g. “L. Smith Sept 12 Project ideas.”  

	Date
	Assignment due
	Where to submit

	Sept 4 Fri
	Letter to us
	OneDrive folder- “letter to professors”

	Sept 9 Wed
	2-3 sentences on project idea(s)
	OneDrive folder “9/9-10/19”

	Sept 14
	Slide with materials 
	OneDrive folder “9/9-10/19”

	Sept 21
	Updated 1-2 para project idea
	OneDrive folder “9/9-10/19”

	Sept 28
	Think about methods (no written assig)
	

	Oct 5
	Revised Research Questions and 2-para methods
	OneDrive folder “9/9-10/19”

	Oct 19
	Updated project descript, RQs, methods
	OneDrive folder “9/9-10/19”

	Oct 26
	Ethics (no written assig)
	

	Nov 2
	Complete CITI training
	OneDrive- upload pdf certificate

	Nov 2 
	Background 1-2 paras
	OneDrive- in “working proposal draft”

	Nov 9
	Significance 1-2 paras
	OneDrive- in “working proposal draft”

	Nov 16
	Research instruments and scripts 
	OneDrive folder “research instruments and scripts”

	Nov 23
	Partial thesis proposal
	OneDrive- in “working proposal draft”

	Nov 23 
	Literature review chart
	OneDrive doc “Literature review chart”

	Nov 30
	Narrative literature review
	OneDrive- in “working proposal draft”

	Dec 4 Fri 
	Thesis Proposal
	OneDrive- “Thesis Proposal”


	Dec 7
	Complete IRB application
	OneDrive “IRB Word doc” and on Mentor after approved



Semester Schedule
Week 1. Mon Aug. 31. Developing topics and ideas
In class: 
· Discuss potential project ideas.
Fri Sept 4. 
Assignment due:
· Write us a 1-page letter of introduction (tell us about: yourself as a person; your interests and how they have developed in the last few years; impactful experiences; what has drawn you to anthropology; anthropological work you admire; any aspects of the thesis process you are excited or worried about; etc.) 
Wed Sept 9. 
Assignment due: 
· 2-3 sentences about each of your project ideas 
Week 2. Mon Sept 14. Developing topics and ideas 
Read:  
· Burnett, Defining the Research Question
· Locke, Chp 1 “The function of the proposal,” pp 3-24.
· What makes a good research question:  https://www.monash.edu/rlo/research-writing-assignments/understanding-the-assignment/developing-research-questions
Assignment due: 
· Find material to substantiate your project idea(s) (this may include: scholarly sources, news articles, media, etc.) and be prepared to explain how these sources inform your project ideas. Create a single slide to present to the class with a brief statement of your project idea and showing your sources.  
In class: Present your slide and project idea(s); we’ll discuss

Week 3. Mon Sept 21.  From research topics to research questions
Read:  
· Locke Chp 3, “Developing the thesis or dissertation proposal,” pp. 41-59.
· Designing a qualitative study (Sage Publ.) 
· On basic research design in the natural sciences from NIH check list: https://www.niaid.nih.gov/grants-contracts/write-research-plan
· Comparison between Quantitative and Qualitative Research: https://libguides.umsl.edu/research/methods
Assignment due:
· Updated and expanded 1-2 paragraph description of your project idea(s). Please address: What is the question you are trying to answer? In what way is your project anthropological? 
In class: We’ll discuss your evolving project ideas


Week 4. Mon Sept 28.  Research questions and methods
Read: 
· Identify and read 1-2 relevant chapters from the methods resources on Moodle that may be applicable to your project (Bernard; Bernard and Gravlee; Boellstorff; Schensul and LeCompte; Perrino and Pritzker) 	Comment by Susanna Fioratta: Do you have these docs to send, or a more complete list of citations so I can find them to put on Moodle? 	Comment by Melissa Pashigian: This were from Amy's syllabus. Could you ask her for the citations?
Assignment due: 
· Think about the methods you will use in your project and be prepared to discuss in class.
In class: 
· Start envisioning methodology and chart out methods
· Brainstorm research questions

Week 5. Mon Oct 5. More on research questions and methods 
Read/watch:
· Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research application guide for Dissertation Fieldwork Grants: https://wennergren.org/application-guide/dissertation-fieldwork-grant/. Read through all sections on the sidebar menu, paying particular attention to the section on “Project Description Questions”
· Watch the following webinar on proposal preparation from the Wenner-Gren Foundation, originally held in Fall 2025: https://wennergren.org/workshop/proposal-writing-for-the-wenner-gren-foundation-dissertation-fieldwork-and-post-phd-research-grants-4/ 
Assignment due: 
· Your revised research question(s) and a 2-paragraph narrative description of your methodology including what you learned from methods reading(s)
In class:
· Discuss and register for online CITI Certificate training program in ethical research with human subjects. 
· Be prepared to share/discuss in class your revised research questions and ideas for your methodology.
-Fall Break-

Week 6. Mon Oct 19. Finding relevant literature to situate your project
Read:
· Locke, Chp 4 “Content of the Proposal,” pp. 63-97 only.
Assignment due: 
· Updated description of your project (2 paras), research questions (1 para), and methods (2 paras) (address comments and suggestions received)
In class: 
· Library and Bibliographic Resources (guest presentation by Kate Blinn, Reference Librarian for the Social Sciences, Canaday Library)
· Recommended: set up a Zotero account or other Bibliographic program account to keep track of your sources. 
· We will discuss how to situate your project for a general and anthropological audience; what kind of background information you might need to include, etc.
· Introduce literature review chart: Between now and Nov. 24, you will be adding at least 10 sources to this chart, with some notes for each on how you think it supports or relates to your project.  You can work at your own pace, but we highly recommend that you work on finding and adding 1-2 sources each week.

Week 7. Mon Oct 26. Ethics in Anthropological Research 
Read:
· Ethics and human subjects statements in anthropology (see Moodle links) 
· Boellstorff, Chp 8 “Ethics” and Chp 9 “Human Subjects Protection and Institutional Review Boards” from Ethnography and Virtual Worlds 
In class: 
· discuss ethical principles and ethical considerations in your project and how you will address them; make notes for what you will put in your proposal
· set up “working project proposal” document in OneDrive.

Week 8. Mon Nov 2. Permissions; IRB considerations; Significance
Read
· Burnett, Chp 5 “Writing the Research Proposal.” 
· Locke, Chp 7 “Style and Form in Writing the Proposal,” pp. 127-136
· Review proposal guidelines on Moodle
Assignment due:
· Complete CITI training and download certificate by today
· In your working project proposal document, write 1-2 paragraphs of background necessary for someone to understand your project
In class: 
· Informed consent; protecting data; recruitment scripts; getting permissions
· Pass out Mentor IRB review template and register for Mentor
· Discuss sections of the proposal and how to articulate the significance of your project
Week 9. Mon Nov 9. Instruments of research: interview/survey questions; observation protocols; data management tools/documents
Read:
· Silverman, “Writing grant proposals for anthropological research.”
· Przeworski and Salmon, On the Art of Writing Proposals
Assignment due:
· In your working project proposal, write 
-1-2 paragraphs articulating the significance of your project 
-Updated detailed methods 
In class:
· Begin work on your “research instruments” (interview/survey questions, observation protocols, charts, etc.) and recruitment scripts

Week 10. Mon Nov 16. Putting the proposal together
Assignment due: 
· any research instruments you plan to use (interview guides, surveys, observation protocols, charts to collect data, etc.)
· any “scripts” you will be using to let people know about your project and/or recruit participants
In class: 
· discuss budget, appendices, letters of support.
· discuss proposal elements: literature review, significance

Week 11. Nov 23. Putting the proposal together; Starting IRB application 
Assignment due by class time:
· Partial thesis proposal: In your working thesis proposal document, submit: your full project description and purpose, research questions, methodology section and ethics discussion.
· Revised interview questions, recruitment scripts, and informed consent statements. 
· Completed literature review chart 
In class:
· Start work on the first half of your IRB application in the provided Word document.
· How to write a literature review


Week 12. Nov 30. Putting the proposal together; Continuing IRB application
Assignment due:
· Narrative literature review based on sources you collected (3-4 paragraphs)
In class:
· Complete second half of IRB application in your Word document. We will be proof-reading and making suggestions in your IRB word document. Please make suggested changes as soon as possible. Once you are approved by one of us, begin inserting responses into Mentor. Upload all supporting documents, including CITI certificate, consent scripts, permissions, interview guides, and surveys. 
DO NOT click “submit”!!
· Alternative activity for students whose projects don’t require IRB review

Friday Dec 4. THESIS PROPOSAL DUE by 11:59 pm 
· (Please label this [your last name, ANTH 398 thesis proposal, date] and upload this as a new file to your OneDrive folder
Week 13. Dec 7. Finishing and submitting IRB application
In class:
· Plan to have your full IRB application in Mentor. We will do a final review and then you will be able to submit it.
DO NOT submit until you have received approval!
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