
MUSEUM CRITIQUE 
MIDTERM
		
For the mid-term critique, you will conduct an evaluation of a museum exhibition in the Philadelphia area (or elsewhere).  The goal of this exercise is to analyze the ways in which the various elements of the museum/gallery frame/inform the exhibition. Please choose an exhibition that you are visiting for the first time and carefully document all aspects of the experience—exhibition design, lighting, accessibility and flow, didactics, themes and overall narrative (see Guide to Exhibition Critique below).   This is a critique of a museum exhibition based on your own interpretation and analysis. Key to this analysis is your identification of the objectives of the curators in assembling the exhibition and your evaluation of the curators’ success in meeting their goals. This will require that you examine the exhibition in detail. Don’t simply walk through the exhibition. In order to critique the show, you should devote enough time to read all the wall texts, to view each work on display carefully, and become conscious of how you and other visitors interact with the objects and exhibition space. Take detailed notes.  If permitted take snapshots of the installation. 

After the formal critique, please also write a paragraph on your affective responses to the museum space and the exhibition.  Museums are not emotionally sterile spaces and by paying attention to your emotional responses, you will become a more keen and sensitive observer. For example, what emotions do you feel entering the space (enthusiasm, awkwardness, excitement, intimidation, familiarity)? What emotions do you feel in relation to other museum visitors (sense of community, alienation) and museum security? What emotions do you feel encountering the exhibition for the first time (awe, sadness, nostalgia, inspiration)? What does the exhibition do for your sense of your self, your identity (your sense of politics, gender, nationalism, class, age etc.) Also, please consider the ways in which the history (of the specific institution, museums more broadly) inform the ways in which you interpret the work on display.

Plese submit 1 electronic copy of your critique! Your paper should be at least 4 double-spaced pages, 1” margins, 11-point type.
__________________________________________________________

GUIDE TO EXHIBITION CRITIQUE 
(You do not need to answer all of these questions!)

I. EXHIBIT TYPE
· What is the title of the exhibition? And the general description of the exhibition?
· What type of museum is it?
· Is the subject of your review a “permanent” hall or a “temporary” exhibition?

II. EXHIBITION CONCEPT
· What is the goal of the exhibition? 
· What story does the exhibition aim to tell? 
· Who is the intended audience? (Whom do you see in the gallery? What was the day and time of your visit? Do you think the audience would be different at another time, on another day?)
· Does the exhibit have related programming? 
· Is there related literature (brochure? catalogue? other?)? A website? 

III- STORY TOLD
· How does the exhibition tell its story? Provide information on: 
· + Objects
· + Labels
· + Photographs
· + Videos
· + Graphics
· + Others

· What are the sections of the exhibit? Is the flow from section to section logical and easy to follow?

IV- AESTHETICS
· How would you describe the over look of the exhibiiton? (eg.“beautiful,” “interesting,” “boring,” “engaging,” “playful”)
· What contributes to the overall exhibition aesthetics? For example,:
· + Color
· + Sound
· + Lighting
· + Graphics
· + Spatial Arrangement


V- ASSESSMENT
· Do you think this exhibit tell its story well? Why and why not?
· What are the exhibitions overall strengths and weaknesses?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What would you do to improve the exhibit?

 

