1510:  Portuguese in Goa

1526:  Babar defeats Ibrahim Lodi at Panipat, from base in Afghanistan
1530:  Babar dies

1530-45:  Sher Shah Suri, Afghan challenger, displaces Humanyun, Babar’s son, who takes refuge I Safavid Iran.  Sher Shah set up admin. framework integrating northern India that Akbar later elaborated on

1555:  Weakening of Sher Shah’s legacy after his death enabled Humayun to return to Delhi to claim his father’s legacy

1556:  Humanyun tumbled to death, and 13-yr. old son Akbar  [b. 1542] ascends to his place, guided by a regent whom he deposed and had killed while on hajj; 1562, Akbar takes personal charge of his court and empire.

1543:  abolished taxes levied on Hindu pilgrims exacted by kings for generations before

1562: -Marries Rajput princess (of Amber) Mariam uz-Zamani [aka Jodhabai], consolidating military and political alliance btwn. Mughals and Amberi Rajputs

- same time ended enslavement of POWs, and enforced conversions to Islam
1564:  remitted jizya (non-Muslim) poll tax, which wasn’t reimposed for more than a century

1567:  declared war on  rana of Mewar 

1568:  massacre at Chittor of Mewari defenders, thus breaking resistance from remaining Rajput clans, all of whom (excepting rana of Mewar) swore allegiance to Akbar

-Court visitors and reporters included Jesuits

-Feared leaving no male heir, twin sons having died soon after birth; visited Sufi saint Salim, who lived at Sikri, not far from Agra;

1569: first son Salim, born to daughter of Raja of Bharmal

1570: second son

1572: third son

1571:  in gratitude to saint Salim, began the palace at Fatehpur-Sikri [Fortress of Victory], and moved the entire court there; to accommodate the people, an artificial lake was dug, but by 1585, the source proved so inadequate that the new city had to be abandoned.

1572:  invades Gujarat, capturing Ahmedabad and Surat the following year.

1574:  marched on Bengal, finally integrating it into his empire in 1576

1581: captures Kabul

1591: Orissa

1595: Baluchistan

1601:  Salim proclaimed himself padishah in Allahabad, while Akbar was fighting with Deccan sultans

1605:  death of Akbar, possibly at hands of Salim, who assumed Persian title of Jehangir or World Seizer

1611:  Jehangir marries Persian Nur Jahan, a 34-year old widow, whose niece was Mumtaz Mahal, married to Jehangir’s 3rd son, Khurrum (later Shah Jahan), marking further Persianization of court and administration
1619:  EIC gets permission to trade at Surat

1623:  Shah Jahan marches in rebellion toward Agra, but driven off by imperial forces commanded by Mahabat Khan who was subsequently banished to Bengal, charged with embezzlement, responding with a coup attempt in 1626, taking both Jahangir and Nur Jahan prisoner in Agra, only to release them soon thereafter

1627:  death of Jehangir; despite Nur Jehan’s efforts, Shah Jahan ascends to throne in 1628; much of reign marked by efforts to keep Deccani sultanates and Bundelkand


birth of Shivaji (1627-80), son of Bahmani sultan’s jagirdar Shahuji at Pune, and eventually accepting a Mughal mansab from 1630-32, when he returned allegiance to sultan of Ahmadnagar; eventually banished from Pune, where Shivaji was raised, fiercely opposed to Shiite Bijapuri sultanate as well as to Sunni Mughals, preaching swaraj and swadharma in his Maha Rashtra.

1631:  death of Mumtaz Mahal in childbirth (#14); crown prince Dara Shikoh marries Nadira who has 8 kids

1636:  Shah Jahan appoints 3rd son Aurangzeb as nawab or viceroy of Deccan

1639:  Shuja, 2nd son appointed governor of Bengal, where he remains for 18 yrs.

1646:  Murad, youngest son, sent to recapture Samarkand, at great cost and unsuccessfully; revenue demands increased to ½ of all corps

1648:  Shah Jahan begins to build new (7th) capital on site of Delhi, including Lal Qila the central royal complex, and Jama Masjid

1657:  Aurangzeb and Murad (governor of Gujarat) march against Delhi and Agra and their brother Dara who was supported by loyal Rajputs and betrayed by disloyal Uzbek general, @ others; killed and head delivered by Aurangzeb in a box to father, imprisoned until his death, in Agra; Murad also killed in 1660

1658:  death of Shah Jahan and ascension of Aurangzeb as Alamgir (World Conquerer)

1668:  Hindu religious fairs outlawed, and muhtasibs or censors of public morals appointed to ensure orthodox piety

1674:  Shivaji crowns himself chatrapati at Rajgarh

1679: Alamgir reimposes jizya on Hindus, after having imposed punitive religious tax on Hindu merchants; mounting opposition to his reign among peasantry and even zamindars squeezed by jagirdari exactions of mansabdars, imperial proscriptions against raising taxes notwithstanding; Sikhs, Rajput and Maratha challenges ongoing

1680: death of Shivaji and rebellion of Jodhpur and Mewar Rajputs, whose forces are joined by Alamgir’s son Akbar (sent to defeat them); they flee to Deccan and seek help of Sambhaji (1657-89)

1681:  Alamgir marches against these forces in Deccan

1687: fall of Bijapur and Golconda to Alamgir’s armies

1689:  Sambhaji captured and killed, succeeded by brother Raja Ram who died in 1700

1690: EIC secures permission from Aurangzeb to trade at a new base in Bengal

1707:  death of Aurangzeb

1707-12:  Bahadur Shah 

1714:  Balaji Vishwanath becomes Shahuji’s peshwa at Pune, ending strife @ Marathas; 

1719: Shahu became a Mansabdar of 15,000, and invested with command of all Shivaji’s forts and lands, including territory conquered from neighboring provinces of Khandesh and Berar and Martha land in Mysore and along coasts around Tanjore and Carnatic; also invested with diwani rights to revenues collection for this territory of 6 provinces.  Balaji negotiated revenue remission to Mughal treasury of  35% of crop value.  Maratha tax structure devised by Shivaji included 2 types of taxes:  the sardeshmukhi exacted from Maratha heartland that was a 10% tax; and the other, the ¼ tax or chauth exacted from conquered territories outside the swarajya (protection money).  Under Mughals, they could collect both from everywhere in return for the promise to supply the 15,000 cavalry when summoned and an annual payment of Rs. 1,000,000 to Mughal treasury.

1740s:  subedars (provincial governors) of Bengal, Awadh and Deccan turned themselves into nawabs or independent kings

1757:  Nawab Siraj-ud-daula defeated at Plassey by EIC

1761:  Sadasiv Rao defeated by Ahmad Shah Abdali (Afghan) at 3rd battle of Panipat

1764:  Buxar battle sees defeat of Mughal emperor, Nawabs of Awadh and Bengal by EIC and  in

1765: concession of diwani to EIC

1784:  Mahadji Scindia acknowledged as protector of Mughal emperor

1803:  EIC occupy Delhi, overcoming Maratha defenders

 cost of subduing Deccan enormous to Mughals and to subcontinent:  famine, plague, massacre

However, Jalal and Bose suggest that rebellions against imperial authority during Aurangzeb’s reign 
were not typically prompted by absolute poverty, but paradoxically occurred in regions which had enjoyed relative prosperity under Mughal auspices and were now minded to preserve their gains.” (43)

Administrative system:  mansabdari [mansab, Persian for office] system divided higher-level Mughal officials into 33 ranks, each based on number of cavalry the mansab was expected to raise for the emperor when so-commanded.  Ranged from royal princes commanding 5-10,000 cavalry, to commanders of 10.  Highest level mansabdars were hand-picked by Akbar and drawn primarily from Muslim soldiers born outside India (about 70%), but they also included and represented other, indigenous nobles and royalty, like the Rajputs.  Akbar’s diwan, revenue minister, was Raja Todar Mal, Hindu by birth, and enormously powerful, rising to vakil, or premier at some point.  Granted by royal decree, the mansabdari privileges reverted to the emperor at mansabdar’s death, and were not inheritable.
Empire divided into 12 provinces (subhas), each of which was ruled by a subhedar, and subdivided further into districts (sarkar), which were further divided into parganas.  

Municipalities were separately administered by a city governor (kotwal), and equipped with their own police forces; rural areas were secured by district military commanders (faujdar), who assisted the revenue collectors (amalguzar) in their business.  Decennial agreements reached with each ryot or zamindar averaged about 1/3 of crop or its cash value.  In times of shortage, revenue-collectors were authorized to remit taxes, which apparently they did during Akbar’s reign.

Sharia enforced by qazis, whose decisions could be appealed to emperor.

1579:  Akbar asserts himself as god’s rep. on earth, and therefore the final and correct arbiter of earthly justice

where disputes involved 2 Hindus, Dharmashastra was invoked, and Brahmanic opinion or that of the village council or panchayat was the final appeal, bar appeal to Akbar himself

Raja Birbal, poet laureate of Hindi; Tulsi Das translation of Ramayana
