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Takeaway 1
In The Periplus of the Erythrean Sea, the author emphasizes the harmony between natural forces and human interaction. Trade in the Indian Ocean was dependent on and facilitated by weather patterns and the physical geography of the land and sea. This recalls Hofmeyr and Lavery’s article on current human destruction of the Indian Ocean and the weakening power of the monsoons.[footnoteRef:1] The guide seems to be a compilation of either the author’s experiences or collective knowledge of the monsoon wind patterns and routes by which to access marketplaces, showing that exchange between peoples of different areas was common.  [1:  Hofmeyr, I. & Lavery, C. (2020). Exploring the Indian Ocean as a Rich Archive of History – Above and Below the Water Line.] 

	Abu-Lughod’s chapter, Before European Hegemony, further underscores the prior connection between mobility and geography. The three circuits of the Indian Ocean and their overlapping areas enabled the exchange of goods, ideas, and people: “globalization” before 1492. Abu-Lughod concludes the chapter by stating that the Ming Dynasty’s withdrawal of its navy from the ocean left “an enormous vacuum of power”[footnoteRef:2] in the Indian Ocean which allowed the Portuguese to take control.  [2:  Abu-Lughod, J. L. (1989). Before European Hegemony: The World System A.D. 1250-1350. pp. 259] 

	Ludden’s paper on maps, mobility and territorialism shows that our current method of interpreting history through national borders erases the mobility of people in the past. Maps (and chaps) are the defining factors of how we perceive History, as taught in textbooks, when in fact such limited perspective disregards significant histories. The subject of History hides behind the perceived objectivity of maps, when in fact every map contains what Ludden deems “Pandora’s cartography”, hidden emotions and biases.[footnoteRef:3] Mobility is seen through the lens of “rigid” nation state borders; it is defined as movement inside or across boundaries. Ludden presents Asian studies as a case study for demonstrating the mobility of territorialism and how territorialism silences mobile populations. The movement of both people and assets into wealthy (Western) countries deprives Asian countries of their own history. Ludden’s paper brings up the question that, in the same way that we have ideas that people in the past could not comprehend because of their epistemological framework, is it impossible for us to comprehend history without using boundaries of the nation state? [3:  Ludden, D. “Presidential Address: Maps in the Mind and the Mobility of Asia.” pp. 1070] 


Vocabulary
The Periplus of the Erythraean Sea
· Promontory: ridge of land or rock into water
· Etesian winds: prevailing northerly summer winds, annual
Abu-Lughod, Before European Hegemony
· Tribute trade: Chinese foreign policy; emphasize Sinocentricity and Confucian hierarchical values
· Beachhead: foothold
· Propitious: auspicious
Ludden, Maps in the Mind and the Mobility of Asia
· epoch: event that begins a new period of development
· recalcitrant: obstinate
· chauvinist: fanatical patriotism
· pogrom: mob attack against people and property of minorities
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