Ethics – Anth of Sound

Rosenblum: What does it mean to be a responsible earwitness?

Between:
Stealth/secret recording/surveillance
and
Anthropological ethics – informed consent, confidentiality; audio recording interviews
Legality in music industry—authorship, copyright, intellectual property

An ethical “grey area”:
-ambient sound
-performances/segments of performance
-events
-voices

Questions to think about:
Public? Private?
Identifiability of people? (eg voices in soundscape recording, vs interview)
Recording a public event—such as a class—whose permission do you need?
Is the recorder visible or not?
Do people know?
Sounds people make, vs their voices

ethical concerns (to be discussed in class): 
--preserving confidentiality and privacy of individuals and the exceptions to this “rule”
--when “informed consent” is necessary and when it isn’t
--recording in public spaces (milling around in a crowd vs. recording a group doing something in a public space; ambient sound vs. individual voices)
--recording voices—are they in a group?  Speaking or doing something else?  Are they identifiable as individuals, and when is this problematic/not problematic?

