Guidelines for Facilitators for Data Visualization Sessions 
based on Schwabish Book

I.  PART I:  Summary Guide and Class Facilitation

1. Prepare a concise summary of your portion of the chapter(s) assigned (facilitators should divide up the reading in a roughly equal way).
a. The goal is to create a useful summary, which means that you will need to make judicious choices about what to include.  Strive to include only the most important info and be succinct in your descriptions and guidelines.  
b. Considerations:
i. Everyone will have read the reading, so your summary is really a guide to what is most important rather than a complete summary. 
ii. What struck you as most helpful/useful?
iii. What is critical for anyone to know about from this reading?
c. You are encouraged to include visual examples.   You can copy and paste examples from the reading (e.g., use adobe’s snapshot or a screen capture tool) into your summary.
d. Feel free to direct folks back to the original sources for more information (e.g., Please see pages xx-xx for more details about how to ….)
e. Style/Format:   Strive to communicate the information you include in a clear, effective and attractive way.   There is no one way that this can be done.    
i. It is fine to use bullet points or outlines rather than prose if you think that would be more effective.   
ii. Good writing, though, is clear and effective regardless of whether it is in a bulleted list or in a paragraph.  
iii. Good writing includes careful proofing, including for spelling errors
iv. The early facilitators may provide helpful models for future facilitators.
f. Length:   Strive for efficiency but meaningfulness.  There should be a balance of words and figures in the summary.    Longer is NOT necessarily better.  These guides should be useful in focusing our attention on key ideas.  We have the full content of the chapter to follow up with for additional clarity and info.  

2.  Upload your summary to Moodle prior to class.   The summary should be in the form of a Word document.  

3. Each Facilitator should also prepare a brief (6-8 minutes total) presentation highlighting what they have included in their guide.
a. Slides (powerpoints) or some other visuals would be a useful element of this presentation

II.  PART II:  Data Visualization Exercise

1. As a group, you should identify a question and a data set that could be used for a data visualization exercise relevant to the Schwabish reading for that class.   You can take a look at the assignment posted for your Data Viz lab as a model of the types of questions that could be asked in that lab.  

a. Example 1:   For the reading on Comparing Categories, you might find a data set that compares happiness in “wealthy” countries and “poor” countries or between older people and younger people.  Your question might be:   Are older people happier than younger people?
b. Example 2:  For the reading on Time, you might want to plot well-being scores for particular countries across time.  Your question might be:  Has overall well-being in the United States increased over the last 20 years?  
c. Reminder:  The syllabus has links to and information about potential data sets you could select.  
d. All of you will be doing a final project using happiness data, so this part of the facilitation role gives you an incentive to explore potential data sources for your final project. 

2. Here is a model of the format you can use to describe the data set and key variables:    
Data for this assignment are drawn from the 2017 World Happiness Report and the CIA Factbook.  I have posted the dataset (in excel) on our class moodle page; it is entitled “Lab 2 Happiness by Region 2017”.  
The original dataset is available for download from:  https://github.com/Christoph/Happiness-Teaching-Dataset

Variables:
· Happiness_rank (from the WHR): Rank of the country based on the Happiness score.
· Happiness_score (WHR): Measured by asking the sampled people the question: "How would you rate your happiness on a scale of 0 to 10 where 10 is the happiest."
· Internet access population[%] (from the CIA): Percentage of the population in that country with internet access.
· Map reference (CIA): The mapping region of that country within the CIA factbook. 
· Population (CIA): The number of inhabitants in a country.


3.  Post the data set in EXCEL format on Moodle along with your description of the data set and key variables in the data set.   The data and description are due prior to class on the day you are co-facilitating. You can post your data in the “forum” at the top of our Moodle page. 
