Ciara Lalor Takeaway 1 – 9/9/26
Terms and Concepts

· Dissipated: used to describe someone who lives an immoral life (ex., drinking, gambling…)

· Her Sprightliness: someone being full of life

· Depredations: acts of damaging or destroying something

· Peroration: the final part of a speech or text used to summarize main points

· Sir Sidney Lee: an English biographer, writer and historian who worked on William Shakespeare

· Mahometanism: an obsolete Western term for Islam

· Prerogative: a privilege or right that belongs to a certain person or group of people

· Sanford and Merton: a famous 18th-century children’s book that talks about two boys
· Laudable: describes something that deserves praise
· Shew: show
· Seraglio: living quarters for wives or women in a Muslim household
· Clandestine: describes something done in secret (because it is illegal or people will disapprove)
Takeaway


My favorite reading for this week was the Montgomery reading. I was very intrigued by her tone and thought she made some very interesting points. One thing I noticed throughout the whole reading was that she kept emphasizing that women did not have rights and women were treated as less than, which is what the whole reading and class have been about; however, the way she spoke about it made me think of it in a different way. The fact is that rules and laws progressed over time to allow women more rights, but this is just a reaction to the society that has been set up against women, and really we are now just trying to catch up. Additionally, even in adjusting laws and rights, women still need men to give them that power, which furthermore reinforces their apparent superiority. This ties in to the Phillips reading because she points out that even though laws and rights have officially and legally changed does not indicate that they have actually influenced society to act differently in treatment and expectations for what women’s roles are. However, someone in class on Tuesday made an interesting point that the reverse can actually also be true, and laws do not always show the progress that is made and may develop after society has altered its thinking and behavior in some scenarios.

We did not talk a whole lot about the true story and movie about the African prince, Seretse Khama, and Ruth Williams; however, I thought this topic was very interesting as it pulls in gender issues as well as racial issues. It ties back to the fact that women in history have had very few choices when it comes to their lives, and sometimes the one thing they can do is marry. In Ruth Williams’s case, she wanted to choose to marry for love; however, because of her own gender and her husband’s race, people disapproved. Every single example presented in the readings and in class for example, this true story, Mary Poppins, and The Royal Marriages, shows that women’s and men’s choices in many situations are so controlled by what society believes and what is expected of these people. 

Additionally, the article by Mary Wollstonecraft also really spoke to me. The vigor with which she wrote and the imagery and descriptive detail were really strong and interesting. She also wrote one line used to compare women that I really liked. She writes, “like the flowers which are planted in too rich a soil, strength and usefulness are sacrificed to beauty; and the flaunting leaves, after having pleased a fastidious eye, fade, disregarded on the stalk, long before the season when they ought to have arrived at maturity” (Wollstonecraft 18). She then goes on to explain this metaphor in full and incorporate this intricate writing to show how women have been treated. I enjoyed the ways that she described the relationship between women and men, and it made me think about things in a different way.
