Study Questions for Bamberger's Myth of Matriarchy


(1) Did matriarchies exist according to Bachofen? Which evidence does Bachofen use to support his claim? Does Bamberger support Bachofen's view? If so, why? If not, why not?




(2) Does Maine believe in the existence of matriarchies? What kind of evidence does Maine use to support his claim? Does Bamberger support Maine's view? If so, why? If not, why not?




(3) What does Bamberger mean when she refers to "the myth of matriarchy"?



(4) What does Bamberger try to do in her contribution? What is the main purpose of her publication? What does she try to prove?
Do you believe that the second part of her title (that is "Why Men Rule in Primitive Society") is well-chosen?
Find passages in her publication, in which she clearly articulates her thesis statement. Be sure to write down the relevant page numbers.




(5) Which evidence does she use to support her thesis statement? Do you find her selection of data convincing? Does the data support her idea/thesis? If so, why? If not, why not?




(6) What are Bamberger's findings? Do you agree with the author’s conclusion? Why or Why not? Do you disagree? Why or Why not?




	

