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CITY B207 (Fall 2026)
Gentrification
Dalton 025
Tuesday & Thursday, 8:40 – 10am EST

Instructor: Stanley Jamal Collins, Ph.D.
Email: sjcollins@brynmawr.edu
Office hours: Tuesday & Thursday, 12 – 1 PM, or by appointment; Old Library, 212
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Stanley Jamal Collins, Untitled (Optimizing Fishtown), 2023

Course Description: 
In 1964, Ruth Glass coined the term “gentrification” to describe the movement of the middle classes into working-class city neighborhoods. However, in the proceeding years, gentrification has been deployed in ways that go beyond that original conceptualization. For some, gentrification is responsible for “killing cities,” while others view it as a tool for rebuilding them. In this course, students will engage historical and contemporary debates, across disciplines, related to gentrification. Incorporating a range of popular media (e.g., film, television, and music) into spatial and social analyses, the course explores how this spatial phenomenon and experience is defined through its depiction and projection. Ultimately, students will develop skills for analytically evaluating gentrification’s causes and outcomes. The course includes site visits and group work, with a mix of discussions and lectures. 

Course Learning Objectives:
· To understand the origins and evolution of gentrification as both a concept and process. 
· To understand the relationship between gentrification and race, class, gender, sexuality, and place, respectively.
· To acquaint students with quantitative and qualitative methods for studying gentrification.
· To build critical writing, presentation, and analytical skills for social inquiry that empowers students to ask questions and communicate their unique analysis of historical and contemporary debates related to gentrification. 

Required Texts: 
· Feels Right: Black Queer Women and the Politics of Partying in Chicago
· A Good Reputation: How Residents Fight for An American Barrio

Office Hours: 
Office hours are a time for students to meet one-on-one with the professor throughout the semester. Office hours can be a good time to get clarity on any lingering questions or identify and resolve problems before they occur/worsen. Students are not required to attend office hours but should be used as needed. Each student is allotted 15 minuets per meeting to ensure other students can be seen. If more time is needed, I will arrange to meet with students at another time. 

Accommodations for Disabilities:
Bryn Mawr College is committed to providing equal access to students with a documented disability. Students needing academic accommodations for a disability must first register with Access Services. Students can email accessservices@brynmawr.edu to make an appointment with the Access Services office to begin this confidential process. Once registered, students should schedule an appointment with me, the instructor, as early in the semester as possible to share the verification form and make appropriate arrangements. Please note that accommodations for disabilities are not retroactive and require advance notice to implement. 

Any student who has a disability-related need to audio record class must first speak with Access Services office, then to me, the instructor. Because of laws within the State of Pennsylvania, class members need to be aware that this class may be recorded. More information can be obtained at the Access Services website. 

Health and Wellness Center:
As your professor, I want you to not only do well in the course, but to ensure that your mental and physical wellness are intact. School, like life outside of it, can be stressful and difficult to manage. There are resources available to help you manage whatever you may be going through via the Health and Wellness Center (2nd floor of Student Life and Wellness Building). You can also make appointments with campus services at no cost to you. Health Services can be reached at: nurse@brynmawr.edu; Counseling Services can be reached at: bmccounseling@brynmawr.edu; and Wellness can be reached at: OwlWell@brynmawr.edu. 

Being A Community Member in the Classroom:
During the first week of class, we will collaboratively develop a framework outlining what it means to be a valuable, contributing member of our classroom community. Once we have developed our framework, I will update the syllabus and post it to Moodle. 

Being a community member in this classroom includes:
· Listening and paying attention
· Being respectful of everyone’s respective starting points 
· Being curious about what someone has to say
· Explaining jargon
· Asking questions
· Taking into account what others have said, while also letting what others have said influence you/your thinking 
· Contributing various tasks while small groups (e.g., writing brainstorming)

Late Policy:
Students are expected to deliver assignments at their appointed time. However, there are events that happen outside of our control that may make it difficult to turn in work on time. Students are allowed 2 excused late assignments during the semester at no penalty. The window to turn in a late assignment is between 7 and 14 days from the designated assignment due date. Anything beyond 15 days will not be accepted. Following a 2nd late assignment, points will be deducted at the professor’s discretion. This policy does not apply to exams. The late policy will go into effect at the conclusion of the add/drop period. 

A Note on Artificial Intelligence/Academic Integrity/Honor Code:
The use of generative Artificial Intelligence (AI) is not relevant nor pertinent to this course. That said, work generated by generative AI should not be presented as your own, or used to complete assigned material (e.g., writing an assignment, reading AI summaries of course material, etc.). Using generative AI in this way is considered plagiarism: work taken partially or entirely from an uncited source (online content, a peer, a published article, etc.) and assumed as your own, and is in violation of 
the Bryn Mawr Honor Code (linked here). 

The readings and assignments are designed to help you think critically, form questions and arguments about the social world; to develop your own toolbox for social inquiry. The final output should reflect your own understanding, analysis, and synthesis of the topic. 

Writing Center & Academic Coaching:
In the event you need assistance with your writing or managing your course load more generally, please see me, I am here to help! Bryn Mawr College also offers assistance via the Writing Center and Academic Coaching. 

Assignments & Grading: 
All assignments must be uploaded to course Moodle unless otherwise stated. 

Attendance (5%)
· What happens in class can’t be duplicated elsewhere, thus attendance and participation in class are critical. The classroom is a space for you to exchange ideas, in real time, with each other.
More than 2 absences will be reflected in your final grade. The policy for attendance will go into effect at the conclusion of the add/drop period.

In-class Contribution (10%)
This is a discussion-based course; thus, student contributions are vital. Students are expected to thoughtfully and respectfully contribute to class discussions. Students will be tasked with completing a variety of in-class assignments, individually and in groups. 

Reading Notes (15%)
· Taking notes is a critical part of the scholarly process and engaging with academic work. Students will be given a note-taking guide which they are required to use throughout the semester. These notes will periodically be collected for grading throughout the semester. Students notes should include the following based on the assigned readings:
· What question or problem is this article/book/chapter asking?
· What argument is being made?
· Look for statements like, “I argue” or “I show”
· What data are being used? 
· Data can be qualitative (e.g., interviews, historical records), spatial (e.g., maps), quantitative (e.g., numbers/statistical analysis)
· What conclusions have been drawn?
· Look for statements like, “I have shown/demonstrated”
· 3 – 5 quotes from the material and a short synopsis of what you found interesting about that quote

Fieldnotes (20%)
· Fieldnotes are a note-taking method employed by researchers studying places, and social phenomena more broadly. These include detailed descriptions and incisive reflections on the social world and the researcher’s place in it. Over the course of the semester, you will be tasked with going out into the world, to observe, look, listen, smell, and feel the social world. Following observations, you must submit your fieldnotes based on the given site visit. 

Midterm Exam (25%)
· Exam 1 will cover readings from the first 6 weeks of class. Students are only allowed to rely on their submitted notes. 

Final Exam (25%)
· The exam will cover readings and topics from weeks 8-14. Students are only allowed to rely on their submitted notes. 

Note: Students will be notified of any changes to the syllabus.

Week 1: Introduction
The first four weeks are designed to give students an overview of gentrification, its history and evolution, as well as some key concepts associated gentrification. On Tuesday, I we will do introductions, I will give an overview of the course; we’ll discuss course expectations and using Moodle. On Thursday, we will discuss out first readings, beginning at the beginning: with Ruth Glass, the German-British planner and sociologist who coined the term “gentrification.” 

Tuesday, September 1
* No reading due in anticipation of the first class 

Assignment: 
· Fieldnotes 1: When you hear the word “gentrification” what comes to mind? What is your relationship to it? Does gentrification have a positive or negative connotation, or both? Explain your answer.

Thursday, September 3
· Ruth Glass, Aspects of Change (1964), Pp. 19 – 30 

Week 2: What is Gentrification? Definitions and Key Concepts
In week 2, we will read works from Japonica Brown-Saracino, the American sociologist and ethnographer; Neil Smith, the Scottish, Marxist geographer; and Sharon Zukin, the American sociologist. Each scholar has been critical to our understanding of gentrification. Writing primarily in response to early forms of gentrification during the 1970s and 1980s and focusing on the American city, Smith and Zukin offer a foundation, while Brown-Saracino while show us how gentrification has evolved as a framework and idea beyond what Glass, Smith, and Zukin were writing in response to. 

Tuesday, September 8
Required Reading: 
· The Death and Life of Gentrification: A New Map for A Persistent Idea (Introduction)

Thursday, September 10
Required Reading:
· Neil Smith, A Short History of Gentrification (1998), Pp. 31 – 36 
· Sharon Zukin, Gentrification as Market and Place (1991), Pp. 37 – 44 

Week 3: What is Gentrification? Definitions and Key Concepts
In week 3, we will read works from a variety of scholars writing on gentrification’s effects, namely “super-gentrification” via Loretta Lees, an English geographer and sociologist; displacement, via Lance Freeman, an American city planner and sociologist, and culture via, geographer Roman Adrian Cybriwsky and historian-planner, Paul Levy. Then, on Thursday we will consider the varying trajectories of 4 Philadelphia neighborhoods from the postwar period to the 1980s in a piece by RA Beauregard, an American city planner, followed by a reading of a magazine article, written by journalist, Jared Bray, on Northern Liberties. These readings are in preparation for our first site visit, which will be to Northern Liberties.  

Tuesday, September 15
Required Reading:
· Loretta Lees, Super-gentrification: The Case of Brooklyn Heights, New York City (2003), Pp. 45 – 50  
· Lance Freeman, Displacement or Succession?: Residential Mobility in Gentrifying Neighborhoods (2005), Pp. 463 – 491
· Paul R. Levy and Roman A. Cybriwsky, The Hidden Dimension of Culture and Class: Philadelphia (1979), Pp. 285 – 293

Thursday, September 17 
Required Reading:
· Serena Smith, Owais Gilani, Vanessa Massaro, Caroline McGann, Gavin Moore, Michael Kane, Mapping Gentrification: A Methodology for Measuring Neighborhood Change (2024), Pp. 1 – 17. 
· RA Beauregard, Trajectories of neighborhood change: the case of gentrification (1990), Pp. 855 – 874 
· Jared Bray, The Very Slow, All-of-a-Sudden Transformation of Northern Liberties (2016)
Supplemental Material: 
· Identify gentrifying census tracts with ACS data

Assignment: 
· Reading Notes, due by 11:59 PM on Friday, September 18

Week 4: What are the causes and consequences of gentrification?
In week 4, we will explore the causes and consequences of gentrification, reading a variety of scholars perspectives on why gentrification happens and the fallout from it. On Tuesday, we will revisit Neil Smith and read John Logan and Harvey Molotch, two American sociologists who have been critical to our understanding of the political economy of gentrification, followed by a reading of Allie Martin, an American musicologist who studies gentrification, to consider how we might listen to gentrification. On Thursday, we will read two pieces, each co-authored by Jackelyn Hwang, a quantitative sociologist, taking a bird’s eye view of why neighborhood’s change and the effects of that change. We will also read Jason Byrne, an American geographer and planner based in Australia, in preparation for our site visit as we consider the methods of observation. 

Tuesday, September 22
Required Reading: 
· Neil Smith, Toward a Theory of Gentrification: A Back to the City Movement by Capital Not People (1979), Pp. 71 – 85 
· John R. Logan and Harvey L. Molotch, The City as a Growth Machine 
· Allie Martin, Interlude: Notes on Soundwalking as Black Feminist Method


Thursday, September 24 
Required Reading: 
· Jackelyn Hwang and Jeffrey Lin, What Have We Learned About Recent Causes of Gentrification? (2016), Pp. 9 – 26. 
· Jackelyn Hwang and Lei Ding, Unequal Displacement: Gentrification, Racial Stratification, and Residential Destination in Philadelphia (2020), Pp. 354 – 406
· Jason Byrne, Observation for Data Collection in Urban Studies and Urban Analysis

Assignment:
· Fieldnotes 2: Gentrifying Tracts Walking Tour (based on map in Smith et al paper), due by 11:59 PM on Friday, September 25

Week 5: What does race have to do with gentrification?
In week 5, we will engage with scholars who ask us to consider the role of race for processes of gentrification. On Tuesday, we will read works from sociologists, Katherine Fallon, Zawadi Rucks-Ahidiana, and AJ Golio, respectively. Each of these scholars offer critical arguments for why race must be included in our analysis of gentrification; how race simultaneously constructs and is constructed by gentrification. On Thursday, we will change gears, reading quantitative scholarship that considers how a neighborhood’s racial composition informs the way gentrification unfolds. 

Tuesday, September 29
Required Reading:
· Katherine Fallon, Reproducing race in the gentrifying city: A critical analysis of race in gentrification scholarship (2021) Pp. 1 – 28. 
· Zawadi Rucks-Ahidiana, Theorizing Gentrification as a process of Racial Capitalism (2022), 173 – 192. 
· AJ Golio, What Makes Gentrification ‘white?’ Theorizing the mutual construction of whiteness and gentrification in the urban U.S. (2024), 48 – 72. 

Thursday, October 1 
Required Reading: 
· Jackelyn Hwang and Robert Sampson, Divergent pathways of gentrification: Racial inequality and the social order of urban renewal in Chicago neighborhoods (2014), 726 – 751
· Hyunsu Oh, Tanya Golash-Boza, Waleed Rajabally, and Carmen Salazar, Marginal Gentrification and Racial Capitalism in a Post-chocolate city (2023), Pp. 780 – 797. 

Week 6: What does it mean when the gentrifiers are Black or Latine? 
In week 6, we will examine what it means for gentrifiers to be Black or Latine. While many studies of gentrification often focus on white newcomers moving to non-white neighborhoods, all cases of gentrification are not in this fashion. On Tuesday, we will read works from Kesha Moore, an American sociologist, who will ask us to consider the Black middle-class newcomer to a Black neighborhood. Second, we will read Joseph Gibbons, also an American sociologist, who asks us to consider how Black and Hispanic gentrification relates to the likelihood of white newcomers. On Thursday, we will read Emmanuel Delgado and Kate Swanson, both of whom are geographers, on gentéfication. We will also watch an episode from the Netflix original series Gentéfied and conclude with a review for exam 1. 

Tuesday, October 6
Required Reading:
· Kesha Moore, Gentrification in Black Face?: The Return of the Black Middle Class to Urban Neighborhoods (2009), Pp.118 – 142 
· Joseph Gibbons, Priming the pump: Does Black and Hispanic gentrification predict White gentrification? (2025), Pp. 1804 – 1822

Thursday, October 8 (Review for Exam 1)
Required Reading: 
· Emmanuel Delgado and Kate Swanson, Gentefication in the barrio: Displacement and urban change in Southern California (2021), Pp. 925 – 940. 

Viewing: 
· Gentéfied (Netflix)

Assignment: 
· Submit notes for Exam 1
· Exam 1 (covering materials from weeks 1 – 6)


Week 7: FALL BREAK 


Week 8: What are the gender and sexual politics of gentrification? 
In week 8, we will turn our attention to gender and sexuality focusing on their relationship to gentrification. On Tuesday, we will read works from John Nagle, an anthropologist at Queen’s University Belfast, on gentrification, queerspaces, and activism in postwar Beirut; Emma Spruce, a gender studies scholar based in the UK, on place-making and the sexual politics of gentrification; and finally, Kelson Northeimer on how modern gayborhoods are made and marketed. On Thursday, we will shift to reading our first monograph, Feels Right: Black Queer Women and the Politics of Partying in Chicago, by Kemi Adeyemi, a performance studies scholar, and do our third Fieldnotes site visit, a walking tour of Philadelphia’s Gayborhood.

Tuesday, October 20
Required Reading:
· John Nagle, ‘Where the state freaks out’: Gentrification, Queerspaces and activism in postwar Beirut (2022), 956 – 973 
· Emma Spruce, LGBTQ situated memory, place-making and the sexual politics of gentrification (2020), Pp. 961 – 978
· Kelson Northeimer, The Making (And Marketing) Of the Modern Gayborhood (2017), Pp. 1 – 15 

Supplemental Material:
· Gayborhood preservation battle raises questions about development and displacement

Thursday, October 22
Required Reading:
· Feels Right: Black Queer Women and the Politics of Partying in Chicago, Introduction

Assignment:
· Fieldnotes 3: Philadelphia Gayborhood Tour with Beyond the Bells 

Week 9: How does gentrification impact where and how you party?
In week 9, we will continue our reading of Feels Right: Black Queer Women and the Politics of Partying in Chicago. On Tuesday, we will discuss Chapter 1 & 2. Then, on Thursday, we will discuss Chapter 3 through the conclusion of the book. 

Tuesday, October 27
Required Reading:
· Feels Right: Black Queer Women and the Politics of Partying in Chicago, Chapter 1 – 2 

Thursday, October 29
Required Reading: 
· Feels Right: Black Queer Women and the Politics of Partying in Chicago, Chapter 3 – Conclusion 

COMMERCIAL GENTRIFICATION

Week 10: What roles do retail and service enterprises play in the gentrification process? 
It is often said a Starbucks opening in your neighborhood is a sign of a changing, if not already changed, neighborhood. In week 10, we will explore the role of commercial and service enterprises throughout the gentrification process. On Tuesday, we will return to Sharon Zukin, reading on boutiques stores and gentrification in New York City. Then, we will read Richard Ocejo, an American sociologist and former student of Zukin’s, to learn more about upscaling, and conclude with a reading of the “Starbucks Effect” on real estate values. On Thursday, we will read Jeffrey Nathaniel Parker, an American sociologist, to learn more about how merchants navigate gentrification in Chicago’s Wicker Park neighborhood. Then we will read Jen-Jia Lin and Shu-Han Yang, two geographers based in Taiwan. These readings will be supplemented by a walking tour of Philadelphia’s Fishtown neighborhood’s primary commercial corridors. 

Tuesday, November 3
Required Reading:
· Sharon Zukin, New Retail Capital and Neighborhood Change: Boutiques and Gentrification in New York City (2009), Pp. 47 – 64 
· Richard Ocejo, Upscaling Downtown: From Bowery Saloons to Cocktail Bars in New York City (2015), Preface – Introduction
· Understanding the Starbucks Effect on Real Estate Values

 LAURA SURTEES CLASS VISIT HERE? In preparation for Place Reputation Assignment?

Thursday, November 5
Required Reading:
· Jeffrey Nathaniel Parker, Negotiating the Space between Avant–Garde and “Hip Enough”: Businesses and Commercial Gentrification in Wicker Park (2018), Pp. 438 – 460. 
· Jen-Jia Lin and Shu-Han Yang, Proximity to metro stations and commercial gentrification (2019), Pp. 79 – 89 

Assignment: 
· Fieldnotes 4: Fishtown Walking Tour (Frankford Avenue and Front Street)

NEIGHBORHOOD REPUTATIONS AND WHY THEY MATTER

Week 11: Why does it matter how we talk about neighborhoods?
We will spend the next 3 weeks addressing the question of why it matters how we talk about neighborhoods, uncovering the subtle, yet powerful identity-based way(s) neighborhoods are framed. On Tuesday, we will read Elizabeth Delmelle and Isabelle Nilsson, two Geographers who use spatial analytics, discussing how real estate advertisements deploy racialized language. We will also read Megan Evans and Barrett A. Lee, two sociologists, discussing how neighborhood reputations act as symbolic and stratifying mechanisms. On Thursday, we will start A Good Reputation: How Residents Fight for An American Barrio by Elizabeth Korver-Glenn and Sarah Mayorga, two sociologists who study race and place, discussing the development and transformation of a predominately Latine Houston neighborhood. These readings will be supplemented by conducting a walking tour of assigned Philadelphia neighborhoods in groups.

Tuesday, November 10
Required Reading: 
· Elizabeth C. Delmelle and Isabelle Nilsson, The Evolution of Real Estate Advertisement Language in Racially Changing Neighborhoods (2021), Pp. 1 – 10 
· Megan Evans and Barrett A. Lee, Neighborhood reputations as symbolic and stratifying mechanisms in the urban hierarchy (2020), Pp. 1 – 15

Thursday, November 12
Required Reading:
· Elizabeth Korver-Glenn and Sarah Mayorga, A Good Reputation: How Residents Fight for An American Barrio (2024), Introduction – Chapter 2

Assignment:
· Fieldnotes 5: Place Reputation

Week 12: Why does it matter how we talk about neighborhoods?
In week 12, we will continue our reading of A Good Reputation: How Residents Fight for An American Barrio reading, Chapters 3 and 4 on Tuesday, followed by Chapters 5 and 6 on Thursday. 

Tuesday, November 17
Required Reading: 
· Elizabeth Korver-Glenn and Sarah Mayorga, A Good Reputation: How Residents Fight for An American Barrio (2024), Chapter 3 – Chapter 4 

Thursday, November 19
Required Reading:
· Elizabeth Korver-Glenn and Sarah Mayorga, A Good Reputation: How Residents Fight for An American Barrio (2024), Chapter 5 – Chapter 6 

Week 13: Why does it matter how we talk about neighborhoods?
In week 13, we will conclude our reading of A Good Reputation: How Residents Fight for An American Barrio. There is no class on Thursday, November 26. 
Tuesday, November 24
· Elizabeth Korver-Glenn and Sarah Mayorga, A Good Reputation: How Residents Fight for An American Barrio (2024), Conclusion – Methodological Appendix

Thursday, November 26 – NO CLASS, THANKSGIVING

Week 14: How do we resist gentrification? 
In week 14, our final week of new content, we will ask: how do we resist gentrification? We will address this question in our readings and class discussion. On Tuesday, we will read Black studies scholar, Brandi Thomson Summers and her analysis of how space can be reclaimed in the gentrifying city. We will also read Loretta Lees et al on resisting planetary gentrification. Then, on Thursday, we will read Florian Opillard, a French Geographer, on gentrification and the tech boom in San Francisco, followed by María Carla Rodriguez and María Mercedes Di Virgilio, two Argentinian scholars, who raise questions about public policy and resistance to gentrification in Buenos Aires. 

Tuesday, December 1
Required Reading: 
· Brandi Thompson Summers, Reclaiming the Chocolate City: Soundscapes of Gentrification and Resistance in Washington, D.C. (2021), Pp. 30 – 46 
· Loretta Lees, Sandra Annunziata, and Clara Rivas-Alonso, Resisting Planetary Gentrification: The Value of Survivability in the Fight to Stay Put (2018), Pp. 346 – 355 

Thursday, December 3
Required Reading: 
· Florian Opillard, Resisting the politics of displacement in the San Francisco Bay Area: Anti-gentrification activism in the Tech Boom 2.0 (2015), Pp. 1 – 24 
· María Carla Rodriguez and María Mercedes Di Virgilio, A city for all? Public policy and resistance to gentrification in the southern neighborhoods of Buenos Aires (2016), Pp. 1215 – 1234 

Week 15: Review for Exam 2 
Tuesday, December 8 
· Review
Thursday, December 10 – LAST DAY OF CLASS 
· Review

Week 16: Finals Week
December 13 – December 18 – FINALS WEEK 
· Date for Final Exam TBD
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