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WILLIAM RUECKERT

Literature and Ecology

AN EXPERIMENT IN ECOCRITICISM

' “It is the business of those who direct the activities that will shape to-
morrow's world to think beyond today's well being and provide for tomor-
row."—Raymond Dasmann, Planet in Peril

“Any living thing that hopes to live on earth must fit into the ecosphere or
l- perish."—Barry Commoner, The Closing Circle

g “. .. the function of poetry . . . is to nourish the spirit of man by giving him
the cosmos to suckle. We have only to lower our standard of dominating
nature and to raise our standard of participating in it in order to make the
reconciliation take place. When man becomes proud to be not just the site
where ideas and feelings are produced, but also the crossroad where they
divide and mingle, he will be ready to be saved. Hope therefore lies in a
poetry through which the world so invades the spirit of man that he be-
comes almost speechless, and later reinvents language,”—Francis Ponge,
The Voice of Things

SHIFTING OURLOCUS OF MOTIVATION

-. Where have we been in literary criticism in my time? Well, like Count
) e Mippipopolus in The Sun Also Rises, we seem to have been everywhere,
seen and done everything. Here are just some of the positions and battles
which many of us have been into and through: formalism, neoformal-
1sm, and contextualism; biographical, historical, and textual criticism;
mythic, archetypal, and psychological criticism; structuralism and phe-
nomenology; spatial, ontological, and—well, and so forth, and so forth.
IHdividuﬂlly and collectively, we have been through so many great and
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