
ARCH B233: Topics in Archaeological Principles and Methods: 
Fieldwork

Tu/Th: 2.40-4.00pm, Old Library 251 
Instructor: Dr Jennie Bradbury (jbradbury@brynmawr.edu)

mailto:jbradbury@brynmawr.edu


Welcome to ARCH 233: Week 1
• Introductions and getting to know one another
• Class Exercise: Archaeological terms, techniques and 

equipment
• Topics and Syllabus (class expectations)
• Introduction to Assignments 3 and 4
• Class Exercise: Archaeological Site Identification
• Archaeological Fieldwork from beginnings to now
• Introduction to Assignments 1 and 2
• Class Exercise: Example Quiz
• Class Exercise: Archaeological terms, techniques and 

equipment



September 8th and 10th: Defining Archaeological 
Sites



September 15th and 17th: Archaeology from 
above at the big scale





(Rayne, Bradbury et al. 2017: Figure 15 )

Homs Basalt, Syria 2002



September 29th and October 1st: Mapping 
archaeological features





September 22nd and 24th: Fieldwalking and 
landscape methods





October 6th and 8th: Geophysical methods and 
seeing below

Tell ar-Rawda (Castel 2007: Figure 3a)



October 20th and 22nd: Why and where do we dig?



Aerial photograph of the site (1973), Dibsi Faraj Archive – Durham University (UK)

https://whitelevy.fas.harvard.edu/dibsi-faraj-life-citadel-euphrates-results-rescue-excavation-tabqa-dam-project-0



Casana, J., Cothren, J. and Kalayci, T. 2012 Swords into Ploughshares: Archaeological Applications of CORONA Satellite Imagery in the Near East, Internet 
Archaeology 32. https://doi.org/10.11141/ia.32.2



October 27th and 29th: How do we dig and record?



Höflmayer, Felix. 2017. “A Radiocarbon Chronology for the Middle Bronze Age Southern Levant.” Journal of Ancient 
Egyptian Interconnections 13: 20–33.



November 3rd and 5th: Processing artefacts 
from fieldwork



November 10th and 12th: Representing and 
interpreting artefacts from fieldwork



November 17th and 19th: Databases, spreadsheets 
and archaeological data



November 24th (no class on Thursday-
Thanksgiving): Reconstructing and reimagining 
archaeological sites



December 1st and 3rd: From field work to field 
report

https://www.artefacts-berlin.de/portfolio-item/the-ur-iii-period/
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