HART B220: Art, Landscape, and Racial Ecologies
Dr. Meg Hankel

Object Description

Instructions

Select a work of art from any of our readings on Moodle and compose a 5-page description closely describing its visual form. Imagine you are describing the work of art to a reader who has never seen the work before. The purpose of this assignment is to practice close looking for a sustained period of time, identify the work’s key formal qualities, and translate these observations into prose. This is not a traditional essay and you do not need to have a thesis statement or interpretation for this assignment as you will in future assignments; the challenge here is to be as descriptive as possible. I encourage you to be creative and think about what words and phrases best bring to life the work of art to your reader. This is not a stream-of-consciousness writing assignment; your description should still follow a logical structure and organization. At the end of your description, please include a copy of your work of art along with “tombstone” information including the artist’s name, title, date, medium, and size.

The rough draft of this assignment is due Friday, September 11.
The final draft of this assignment is due Friday, September 18.

A strong description will: 

· Identify the interplay of formal elements within the work
· Use vivid language to describe the work of art to the reader 
· Follow a logical structure and organization

Formatting Reminders

Before you submit your assignment, make sure your document:

· Includes your full name, date, and the name of this class
· Includes a title
· Uses Times New Roman, 12 pt. font
· Is double-spaced
· Uses 1-inch margins
· Includes “Your last name, page number” (e.g. “Hankel, 1”) at the top right of every page
· Includes the image with “tombstone” information (artist, title, date, medium, size) 


