		Fall 2026
	                                Discussion Post Instructions
     ENGL 372
	 

	Logistics

	1.) You’re required to complete 4 Discussion Posts over the course of the semester. These should be copied and pasted directly into the text box and will be visible to everyone in the course. It’s a good idea to write them in Word/Google Docs and then copy + paste since Moodle can be pretty glitchy.  

2.) You are required to complete exactly 1 post every 3 weeks starting in week 2. The deadline for the first post is Thursday, 9/24. (Weeks 2, 3,4 – 1 Post: Weeks 5, 6, 7 – 1 Post: Weeks 8, 9, 10 – 1 Post: Weeks 11, 12, 13 - 1 Post) 

3.) The deadline for posting is before the start of class - 10:10am. Your post should concern a specific passage from a text that we have not yet discussed as a class. For example, if you post on Thursday about part II of an assigned chapter your post should address a passage from that section (and not the section discussed on Tuesday).

4.) Posts should be no less than 250 words and should use MLA citations appropriately (author’s name, page number). If you are talking about more than one text, (which is great, you’re encouraged to make connections while not sacrificing depth of engagement) the post should be longer but should not exceed 450 words. 

5) In general, posts should focus on the selected/optional readings and those alone (no outside texts, objects). 

Content
1) The goal of the discussion post is to prompt you to do some original interpretation and to allow you to speak at length about the things you find compelling, interesting, or difficult to understand in each of the texts. Keep in mind, you are to focus on a specific passage (1-3 sentences), and zoom out from there if you so choose. Don’t start broad. 
	
2) The function of the posts is to prime you for your midterm and final essays, while challenging you to engage the texts at a granular/sentence level. This is often much more productive than talking in broad, sweeping statements about what a text says or does. 
	
3) The tone of the posts should be academic (not a journal entry).  
	
4) The post should demonstrate a serious engagement with the text(s) in question, offering insightful analysis and specific reflections when you can, and questions when you find yourself struggling. It’s one of the ways we learn, and specifically measure our learning from dense or difficult texts. A good discussion post is (and will sometimes be used as) the start of a larger conversation about the reading.

5) The specific thematic content of the post is up to you. It should capture (most often, in your own words) key themes, ideas, questions (yours and the authors), problems, and/or issues raised in a given text. It doesn’t have to be an argument though it may be sometimes. You should aim for a conceptual through-line.

6) The discussion post is NOT a summary 

7) The post should start with – and effectively use-- direct quotes (with precision, quote small not long passages) or paraphrased content (cited appropriately) from the readings to support the analysis offered. 

8) Finally, Posts should be well-written and clear, with proper grammar, spelling, and punctuation.

