Bryn Mawr College Dance Program
Hip Hop Lineages
Fall 2026

Professors:
	Patricia “Peaches” Jones
	Melanie Cotton

	pjones1@brynmawr.edu
	mcotton@brynmawr.edu

	Class Schedule:
	Class Schedule:

	Tuesdays with Peaches: 4:10-5:30pm
	Thursdays with Mel: 4:10-5:30pm



Location:
PEM Dance Studio

Course Information:

Class Description:
Hip Hop Lineages is a team-taught practice-based course, exploring the embodied foundations of Hip Hop and its expression as a global dance phenomenon. This is primarily a dance/movement course that will be contextualized and augmented by discussion and journal reflections. Grounded in past and present practices, we will dance through embodied histories and connections to Hip Hop regionally, nationally, and globally. 

Grading:
Offered on a credit/no-credit basis only.

	P.E. Credit System:
	Academic Credit System:

	85% physical presence
5% verbal presence
5% individual growth
5% collective learning/engagement
	65% physical presence
5% verbal presence
5% individual growth
5% collective learning/engagement
20% journal reflections




Learning Aims:
Through the moving being/body, readings, media, and journal reflections, according to each professor’s specialization, we will:
· Research Hip Hop as a dynamic dance form by itself and in relationship with other dance forms
· Research fundamental:
· Warm up and conditioning
· Dance/movement embodied in Hip Hop and House Club or Social/Street forms past and present
· Black/African diasporic groundings
· Trans-lineages of Black/African diasporic dances and their connections and significance to Hip Hop
· Develop
· Being/body awareness
· Skills specific to Hip Hop and its family of dance styles such as Groove or Ride
· An ability to support growth through engagement with community
· Generate confidence in performance practice and comfort with being seen
· Participate in solo, partnership, and collective/collaborative embodied research

Learning Outcomes:
The primary outcomes of this course experience are to:
· Perform fundamental embodied skillsets relevant to Hip Hop
· Exhibit solo, partner, collective, and collaborative performance research ability
· Verbalize and discuss Hip Hop and its Black/African diasporic global connections and significance
· Articulate and embody
· Focal and energetic directional prowess
· Hip Hop as a part of Black/African diasporic dance forms and as connected to global trans-lineages
· Academic students only: summarize and journal growth in the course through resources and journal reflections

Guidelines:
1. Presence
· Physical: This course requires physical movement. Students should come well rested, dressed properly, and ready to engage. Students should engage in their movement practice with effort that exhibits their full attention and ability, which includes taking initiative and risks.
· Verbal: This course requires class discussion as a learning tool. Students should come ready to offer questions, comments, and responses. Students should engage verbally with effort that exhibits their full attention and ability, which includes taking initiative and risks.
2. Attendance: This class is primarily a studio practice course that can only be completed through live classroom engagement synchronously. If students have circumstances that cause them to be late, absent, or exit early often, the students should consult the professor in advance for consideration. It is the student’s responsibility to check in concerning any aspect of missing material because of an absence, lateness, or an early exit and to be sure they were marked as present.
· Absences:
i. Please do not come to class when you are not feeling well. As a collective safety measure these types of absences will be treated with individual care. Contact the professor regarding Covid-19 contact or other sickness to develop a plan.
ii. Religious observance is a meaningful part of many of our students’ lives and occasionally requires accommodation. Please communicate with the professor about absence due to a religious observance in a timely manner.
iii. Other Absences: Students are allowed 3 absences for this class without any influence on class credit. After 3 absences, there will be an influence upon your ability to receive credit for the class. Some rare considerations will be made at the discretion of the professor if there are extenuating circumstances. Please communicate with the professor in a timely manner.
· Lateness or Early Exits: Class is a communal event; everyone should start together and finish together. Multiple late and/or early exits may influence your ability to receive credit for the class.
i. Late: If you are late, check in with the professor first and upon approval enter the class without further disruption. It is your responsibility to follow up with the professor after class to be sure you were marked present (but late) for class.
ii. Early Exit: You must discuss the need for an early exit and receive approval from the professor ahead of time. Early exits from class not discussed with or approved by the professor have the potential to influence the student’s credit for the class. 
3. Dance Event Attendance: Students are required to attend one approved dance event on campus each semester (performance, workshop, dialogue, etc.). Consult your professor or Moodle for event details. 
4. Journal Reflections (ONLY ARTD Students): Prompts will be provided for journals. Required writings will be collected according to the due dates listed on our class Moodle site. Late Assignments: This assignment is due on the due date. If challenges arise, please communicate this with the professor to make a plan.


Dress and Hygiene:
This course involves movement practices, which means students must attend class in dress that allows for such movement. Please no shorts above mid-thigh and wear appropriate undergarments as needed. Please remove baseball caps and hats, unless otherwise noted with the professor prior to class. I also recommend that you dress in layers to accommodate temperature changes. Also, socks can be slippery. Be prepared to dance barefoot at times. Sometimes shoes will be permitted. Please take note of your personal hygiene for movement classes. Come to class having brushed your teeth, wearing clean clothes, and deodorant is encouraged, as is the regular trimming of finger and toenails. Remove chewing gum or candy before movement sessions to avoid choking. 


Physical Contact:
Dance is an art form of the body. There are many forms of feedback from the instructor that may help students grow throughout the semester, for example: verbal suggestions, visual example, and direct touch. It can be useful for the instructor to sometimes use physical contact as a pedagogical tool but should be a practice approached with great care. In addition, this course may include movement exercises that prompt physical contact between students with consent. It is possible that relevant arrangement can be made when necessary. However, due to the nature of the embodied experiences of the course, it may not always be possible to make variations on an embodied activity. If you are not comfortable with physical contact or would like to open a conversation with the instructor about the topic, please contact the professor early in the semester.

Title IX Syllabus Statement:
Bryn Mawr/Haverford College is committed to fostering a safe and inclusive living and learning environment where all can feel secure and free from harassment. All forms of sexual misconduct, including sexual assault, sexual harassment, stalking, domestic violence, and dating violence are violations of Bryn Mawr/Haverford’s policies, whether they occur on or off campus. Bryn Mawr/Haverford faculty are committed to helping to create a safe learning environment for all students and for the College community as a whole. If you have experienced any form of gender or sex-based discrimination, harassment, or violence, know that help and support are available. Staff members are trained to support students in navigating campus life, accessing health and counseling services, providing academic and housing accommodations, and more.

The College strongly encourages all students to report any incidents of sexual misconduct. Please be aware that all Bryn Mawr/Haverford employees (other than those designated as confidential resources such as counselors, clergy, and healthcare providers) are required to report information about such discrimination and harassment to the Bi-College Title IX Coordinator.    
   
Information about the College’s Sexual Misconduct policy, reporting options, and a list of campus and local resources can be found on the College’s website:   
Bryn Mawr Sexual Misconduct Policy   
Haverford Sexual Misconduct Policy   

Accessibility/Accommodations:
Bryn Mawr College is committed to providing equal access to students with a documented disability. Students needing academic accommodations for a disability must first speak with Access Services. Students can email accessservices@brynmawr.edu to request an appointment to begin this confidential process. If eligible for accommodations as per Access Services, students should schedule an appointment with the professor as early in the semester as possible to share their verification form and make appropriate arrangements. Please note that accommodations are not retroactive and require advance notice to implement. More information can be obtained at the Access Services website. (http://www.brynmawr.edu/access-services/)
Any student who has a disability-related need to record this class must first be found eligible to do so by Access Services and must share this eligibility with me, the instructor. Class members need to be aware that this class may be recorded.

Integrity Expectations (inspired partially by NJAEP community agreements):
· What’s said here stays here. What’s learned here leaves here.
· Listen to understand. Respond thoughtfully and with rigor.
· Get comfortable with discomfort.
· Be present and on time for class.
· Give and get grace. Meet people where they are and let there be room for mishaps, forgetting, forgiveness, and revamping. Be generous.
· Respect the ideas of others and offer useful feedback.
· Check in with you. Where are you? How are you entering, being with, and exiting community? Be present and compassionately accountable with yourself and the collective.
· Engage fully in the physical, verbal, energetic, and intellectual aspects of class.
· Be courteous. Refrain from private conversations during class or interruptions when others are articulating ideas.
· Stay open to and be present with the self and collective learning potentials. Present in the learning space at all times.
· Come dressed to engage in dance. Wear clothing that you feel fully comfortable moving in.
· Refrain from using technology unless otherwise indicated.


