		Fall 2026

	                                Event Write-Up Instructions
     ENGL B247
	 
	Logistics

	1.) This assignment asks you to attend two of the three Fall 2026 Black Studies Speaker Series lectures and to write about them. What two lectures you choose is up to you, though you will be expected to connect these talks to things we are reading and ideas we are discussing in the class.

2.) The write-up can be completed and submitted (Moodle) on your own schedule, but must be submitted by the last day of class, Thursday, 12/10. 

3.) Write-ups should be roughly 500-750 words and should use MLA citations appropriately (author’s name, page number). They should have a title (not bolded, not underlined). 

4). Write-ups should be formatted in 12pt font of either Garamond or Times New Roman. 

Content
1.) The goal of the event write-up is to have you engage a set of scholarly ideas or an academic text and transport them to a new context (the talk). You’re invited to make connections from our readings to the event, as you think critically (objectify, analyze, critique, etc.) the historical and/or theoretical framing or assumptions of the event. To be clear: these talks will not necessarily be directly about African American literature. That is the work you must do – to connect our terms and our lines of investigation to this new context of related but very different material. 
	
2.) The function of the write-up is to have you transport our conceptual skills/tools outside of the classroom and even outside of the context of African American literature. 
	
3.) The tone of the posts should be academic (not a journal entry).  
	
4.) While offering some basic summary of the event, the write-up should not merely be a 500-word summary. 

5.)  I strongly encourage you to take notes as you attend the event! Remember, the write-up should effectively use direct quotes (with precision) or paraphrased content (cited appropriately) from the conversations or discussions during the event as much as the readings. 

6.) Posts should be well-written and clear, with proper grammar, spelling, and punctuation.

7.) Any questions you ask are fair game to write about in the write-up, including the response you get. Questions will improve your grade.

