HART 220: Art, Landscape, and Racial Ecologies
Fall 2026
Dr. Meg Hankel

Formal Analysis Word Bank

Scale
Scale may refer to the size of a work, the size of a single object within an image, or the size of an object in relation to another object.



big
large 
heavy 
tall 
monumental 
significant
huge
great
enormous 
immense 
vast 
colossal
staggering 
grand 
grandiose 
ample 
generous 
substantial
small 
tiny 
light 
minute 
compact 
miniscule 
miniature
short
slight 
minor 
petite 
copious
scarce
scant
average
moderate
life-sized
midsize
normal
standard
large-scale
proportional

modest 
humble
sizeable
hulking

Line
Line refers to the definition of shape within a work of art. This may take the form of marks connecting one point to another that form a literal line or an “implied” line. It may also refer to the contours that delineate an object and distinguish it from another.


sharp
soft
contour
horizon line
implied line
linear
atmospheric
modeled
score
striation
crease
groove
boundary
mark
demarcation
stroke
diagonal
latitude
longitude
vague
indistinct
unclear
faint
stark
strong
heavy
rough
impasto
organic
geometric
patterned
curve
undulating
wave
sweep


Space & Mass
Space & mass both refer to the degree of three-dimensionality of an image. Space refers to the appearance of physical space and distance between objects. Mass refers to the weight and volume of objects within an image. 


2-D
3-D
volumetric
round
bulbous
compressed
flat
crowded
open
perspectival
abstract


Composition
Composition is the arrangement or placement of visual elements within the space of an image. 


foreground 
middle ground
background
vantage point
vertical 
horizontal
distant
close up
bird’s-eye view
worm’s-eye view
central
left
right
upper
lower
half
quarter
third
perspective
triangular
rectangular
circular
spherical
columnar
pyramidal
lateral
oblique
diagonal
depth

Color 
Color, or hue, refers to coloration within a work of art. Colors may be considered individually within a localized area of an image, or collectively as an overall scheme. A color may also be considered for its degree of vividness or saturation, or for its contrast to another color.


hue
tint
shade
gradation
saturation
color scheme
palette
contrast 
complementary
analogous
bright
vibrant
brilliant 
glowing 
sharp 
clear 
florescent
intense 
diminished
dimmed
subdued 
cloudy 
pale 
watery
pastel 
soft 
metallic 
jewel-toned
striking
opacity




	Red

	vermillion, rose, pink, crimson, ruby, cardinal, brick, maroon, rust, blood-red, scarlet



	Orange

	umber, ochre, peach, auburn, amber, chestnut, tangerine, terra cotta, coral



	Yellow

	gold, golden, mustard, yellow ochre, canary, blonde, flaxen, citrine, cadmium yellow



	Green

	viridian, chartreuse, forest, moss, kelly, hunter, emerald, turquoise, olive, lime, mint



	Blue

	ultra-marine, azure, cerulean, cobalt, Prussian blue, cyan, sapphire, lapis, indigo, navy, teal, sky



	Purple

	violet, fuchsia, mauve, wine, amethyst, magenta, periwinkle, eggplant, royal purple 



	Brown

	chestnut, mahogany, burnt umber, sienna, puce, rust, tan, beige, bronze



	Gray

	steel, silver, taupe, lead, iron, pewter, smoke, dove, graphite



	White

	ivory, ecru, eggshell, fawn, alabaster, cream, bone



	Black

	midnight, charcoal, ink, dark, obsidian, jet, ebony, onyx, pitch  








