Writing Assignment #1 Guidelines

BASIC FORMATTING REQUIREMENTS
· Length: 500–800 words
· Images and bibliography do not count toward the word count.
· Font: Times New Roman
· Font size: 12 pt
· Spacing: Double-spaced
· Citation style, please use one of the following styles for your paper: 
a. AJA (American Journal of Archaeology): https://ajaonline.org/submissions/references/ 
b. Chicago Manual of Style https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/chicago_manual_17th_edition/cmos_formatting_and_style_guide/chicago_manual_of_style_17th_edition.html 
· Include a bibliography/works cited section at the end.
· Use scholarly sources only.
· Include relevant images, maps, or architectural plans when they help support your analysis.

CHOSE YOUR SUBJECT
Choose one specific object or architectural space from Pompeii or Herculaneum, or another site from the Bay of Naples destroyed by Mt. Veuvius (i.e. Stabiae, Oplontis, Boscoreale, Boscotrecase). Important: Don't try to analyze an entire city or a huge archaeological site. Your paper should have a focused subject.

Your subject could be:
· A household object
· A sculpture
· A fresco or mosaic
· A piece of furniture
· A religious object
· A shop or commercial space
· A room within a house
· A villa
· A bath complex
· A temple
· Another architectural space discussed in your course materials

START WITH A PHYSICAL OBSERVATION
The first major part of the paper should focus on what you can actually observe about the object or space. Think like an archaeologist: describe before interpreting.

Discuss things such as:
· What is it? 
· What period does it date to?
· What is it made from?
· What are its dimensions, if known?
· What does it look like?
· What colors, patterns, or decorations does it have?
· Where was it discovered?
· Where was it located within the building/site?
· Are there inscriptions or other identifying features?

MOVE FROM OBSERVATION TO INTERPRETATION
"What is it?" → "What does it tell us?" After describing the physical evidence, explain what that evidence suggests about the object's or space's daily or social function.
For example, you might consider:
· Who used it?
· How frequently might it have been used?
· Was it public, private, or somewhere in between?
· What activities took place there?
· Did it involve work, dining, entertainment, religion, hygiene, or socializing?
· What does its location tell us about how people interacted with it?
· Could different social classes or genders have used it differently?
· Does its decoration communicate wealth, status, identity, or cultural values?
· What does the evidence reveal about everyday life?

USE SCHOLARLY SOURCES
Your sources should be academic/scholarly, such as: 
· Archaeological books
· Academic journal articles
· University press publications
· Scholarly excavation reports
· Museum or archaeological publications when appropriate
· Your assigned textbook

Avoid relying on:
· Wikipedia
· Random websites
· Travel blogs
· Unsourced websites
· General tourism pages
· AI-generated sources
· Popular articles 





