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Talbot Response Essay

Instructions

William Henry Fox Talbot, inventor the calotype (also known as the “Talbottype”), published one of the first books of photography titled The Pencil of Nature (1844-46). In it, Talbot describes his invention of photogenic drawing and details potential uses for photographic technology. Curiously, he does not elaborate on the meaning of his book’s title. Compose an essay of 4-5 pages in which you discuss Talbot’s book and consider its claim that photography is a “pencil of nature.” What exactly does it mean for photography to be a “pencil of nature”? What does this enable photography to do, according to Talbot? What uses of photography was Talbot unable to foresee? To what extent do you agree or disagree with Talbot’s claim that photography is a “pencil of nature”? 

A strong essay will include:

· An introduction
· A clear thesis statement
· Paragraphs directly supporting the thesis statement
· A conclusion

Deadlines

A rough draft of your essay is due Tuesday, September 15.
Conference week takes place September 23-25 (see Moodle for sign up).
A final draft of your essay is due Tuesday, September 29.

Essay Formatting

Before you submit your essay, make sure your document:

· Includes your full name, date, and the name of this class
· Includes a title
· Uses Times New Roman, 12 pt. font
· Is double-spaced
· Uses 1-inch margins
· Includes “Last name, page number” (i.e. “Hankel, 1”) at the top right of every page


