ESem: Classical Myth in Art and in the Sky Greek Deities and their Attributes
Adapted from R. Buxton, The Complete World of Greek Mythology. London: Thames and Hudson, 2004. p. 68-85; 218.

	Deity
	Dominion
	Visual Attributes or Clues
	Noteworthy Genealogical
Connections

	Greek Name
	Roman Equivalent
	
	
	

	Zeus
	Jupiter
	ruler of the skies; sky, weather; aspects of social life, such as hospitality, supplication, and oaths
	thunderbolt; eagle; scepter
	son of Cronos and Rhea; father of gods and mortals; husband of Hera

	Hera
	Juno
	multiple aspects of marriage
	scepter; crown; peacock
	daughter of Cronos and Rhea; sister and consort of Zeus

	Poseidon
	Neptune
	ruler of the ocean; sea; earthquakes; the raw energy of animals (especially the horse and bull)
	trident; often accompanied by other sea creatures
	son of Cronos and Rhea; husband of Amphitrite

	Hades
	Pluto
	ruler of the underworld
	scepter; bident
	son of Cronos and Rhea; husband of Persephone

	Aphrodite
	Venus
	sexuality, love
	girdle; dove; sparrow; nudity
	offspring of the castrated genitals of Ouranos (Hesiod); wife of Hephaistos

	Eros
	Cupid
	sexual desire
	bow and arrow
	primordial deity or one of the four offspring of Aphrodite and Ares

	Demeter
	Ceres
	grain (corn) and fertility of the land
	torch; grain (corn) stalks
	son of Cronos and Rhea; mother of Persephone

	Artemis
	Diana
	hunting, wild animals, women's rites of passage
	bow and arrow; often accompanied by animals
	daughter of Zeus and Leto; twin of Apollo

	Apollo
	Apollo
	music, divination and prophecy, healing and purification; the Sun
	lyre; laurel; bow and arrow
	son of Zeus and Leto; twin of Artemis

	Athena
	Minerva
	cunning, warfare, craftsmanship
	helmet and spear; aegis; owl
	daughter of Zeus and Metis

	Ares
	Mars
	the furious aspects of war
	helmet; spear; shield
	son of Zeus and Hera

	Hephaistos
	Vulcan
	artisans, especially metalworkers; fire
	axe; forging tongs and anvil
	offspring of Hera or son of Zeus and Hera; husband of Aphrodite

	Persephone
	Proserpina
	queen of the underworld
	torch; grain (corn) stalks
	daughter of Zeus and Demeter; wife of Hades

	Hestia
	Vesta
	the home and hearth fire
	
	daughter of Cronos and Rhea

	Hermes
	Mercury
	messenger and divine intermediary; guide of souls to the underworld; boundaries; theft and guile
	kerykeion or caduceus; winged boots or sandals; petasos
	son of Zeus and Maia

	Dionysos
	Bacchus
	wine and the effects of intoxication (ecstasy and madness); exuberance and danger of animal nature
	ivy and vines; panther; thyrsos; often in the company of satyrs and maenads
	son of Zeus and Semele

	
satyrs
	
	
goat-man followers of Dionysos
	
ithyphallic
	

	
maenads
	
	
female followers of Dionysos
	dressed in animal skins and snakes; often accompanied by wild animals
	

	Terms:
	aegis: snake-fringed goatskin cape with the face of the gorgon
	kerykeion (Latin: caduceus): herald's staff, shown as a rod entwined with snakes

	
	bident: two-pronged staff
ithyphallic: having an erect phallus
	petasos: broad-brimmed hat

	
	
	thyrsos: wand of fennel bound with ivy, often topped by a pinecone



