Paper 1: Jewish Migrant Memoirs 

Students will select one Jewish migrant memoir from a list provided by the instructor.  After reading their chosen memoir in full, students will write a 1000-word paper that reflects on how themes of migration define the memoir.  What historical forces compelled the memoirist to move? How do they interpret their own migration? Is it a salient facet of their life story?  Students should use at least two secondary source articles that provide context for the migration narratives featured in their chosen memoir.  

If you are interested in a memoir not on this list, please come meet with the instructor in office hours.

By September 14th, please email the instructor with your selected migrant memoir.  This email is worth 5% of the essay grade.  

Due Date: October 5th

Examples of Memoirs:

1. Uriel Acosta, An Example of Human Life (1585-1640)
2. Ber of Bolechow, The Memoirs of Ber of Bolechow, 1723–1805 (1973)
3. Mary Antin, The Promised Land (1912)
4. Puah Rakovsky, My Life as a Radical Jewish Woman: Memoirs of a Zionist Feminist in Poland (1954)
5. Isaac Babel, 1920 Diary (1995)
6. Mikhal Dekel, Tehran’s Children: A Holocaust Refugee Odyssey (2019)
7. Nechama Tec, Dry Tears: The Story of a Lost Childhood (1982)
8. Margo Glantz, The Family Tree (Las Genealogías) (1981)
9. Isaac Bashevis Singer, Love and Exile, (1982)
10. Eva Hoffmann, Lost in Translation: A Life in a New Language (1990)
11. Ariel Dorfman, Heading South, Looking North: A Bilangual Journey (1998)
12. Jordan Salama, Stranger in the Desert: A Family Story (2024)
13. Ida Nudel, A Hand in the Darkness: The Autobiography of a Refusenik (1990)
14. Gary Shteyngart, Little Failure: A Memoir (2014)
15. Maya Ulanovskaya, The Family Story (2016)
16. Claudio Lomnitz, Nuestra América: My Family in the Vertigo of Translation (2021)
17. Ilan Stevens, On Borrowed Words (2002)
18. Avi Shalim, Three Worlds: Memoirs of An Arab Jew (2023)

