Week #3: Guided Reading Questions
This week we are getting into some of the fundamental texts of political science. I expect you’ve heard of Hobbes but maybe haven’t read, and if you have read you’ve probably read these two chapters which are often pulled out. The language is hard to get through, it was written during the English Civil War in the 17th Century, but it is some of the most important political science writing. So, use the guided reading questions to help you.
Hobbes, Chapter 13
1. How does Hobbes conceptualize that all men are created equal?
2. What role does competition and distrust have?
3. “For as long as men live without a common power to keep them all in awe, they are in the condition known as ‘war’: and it is a war of every mean against every man”. What does this mean? How is this connected to political science? The State?
Hobbes, Chapter 17
1. What are the laws of nature? What does the state of nature look like to Hobbes?
2. How do we escape the state of nature?
3. What is Hobbes’s six part argument why we cannot “live sociably with one another”?
a. How do we create a common power?
4. What is a commonwealth?
a. Sovereign power? Subjects?

