 The Causes of the 1879 Anglo-Zulu War  
The Questions to Consider 
1. Type of source: Is this a primary (contemporary to the event described) or secondary (distant from the event) source? 
2. What do you know about the author’s life and his/her credibility? 
3. Competence/Reliability: In what circumstances did the author know the facts? Was the author of the source well situated to see the events described? In a tranquil and attentive frame of mind to make objective observations? Was the information learned from a second hand? A gossip? Was the source created immediately after the event or much later? 
4. Sincerity: Was the author a truth teller or a fabricator of stories? Did the author have an interest in the event described? Is the language used calm and balanced or emotional and polemical? See intention, deep-seated prejudices, culture-bound assumptions & stereotypes. So, pay attention to the discourse to which the source belonged. E.g. Orientalism (Edward Said).
5. Exactitude: What prevented the author from observing specific facts or reproducing correctly what he/she saw and felt? Did it have to do with the location, distraction, education level, negligence, taking notes months or years after the events, or irrational feeling? 
6. Control of the evidence: how does this source compare with other independent sources? 
 7. Are there gaps in the evidence? 
8. Are the sources consistent or inconsistent? Do they contradict themselves? 
9. Are the sources biased? 

